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Department of State § 9b.7 

Press Relations for the issuance of a 
visitor’s pass valid for one day. 

[54 FR 1687, Jan. 17, 1989] 

§ 9b.6 Grounds for denial, revocation, 
or non-renewal of Department of 
State press building passes. 

In consultation with the Bureau of 
Diplomatic Security and the Office of 
the Legal Adviser, the Director of the 
Office of Press Relations of the Depart-
ment of State, may deny, revoke, or 
not renew the Department of State 
press building pass of any media cor-
respondent or technician who: 

(a) Does not meet the qualifications 
stated in §§ 9b.2(a)(1), 9b.2(a)(2) and 
9b.2(a)(3) or §§ 9b.3(a)(1), 9b.3(a)(2), 
9b.3(a)(3) and 9b.3(b). (Upon denial, rev-
ocation, or non-renewal the cor-
respondent or technician may not re- 
apply for a period of one year unless 
there are material changes in meeting 
the qualifications.) or, 

(b) Poses a risk of harm to the per-
sonal safety of Department of State or 
other Governmental personnel or to 
Government property; or 

(c) Engages or engaged in conduct 
which there are reasonable grounds to 
believe might violate federal or state 
law or Department of State regula-
tions. 

(d) Has been convicted of a felony (or 
a crime in a foreign country that would 
be considered a felony if it were com-
mitted in the United States). 

(e) Fails to claim an approved au-
thorization form for a State Depart-
ment press building pass after notifica-
tion by the Office of Press Relations 
following a period of three (3) months. 

[49 FR 4465, Feb. 7, 1984, as amended at 54 FR 
1687, Jan. 15, 1989] 

§ 9b.7 Procedures for denial, revoca-
tion, or non-renewal of Department 
of State press building passes. 

(a) If the Director of the Office of 
Press Relations, Department of State, 
anticipates, after consultation with the 
Office of the Legal Adviser, that in ap-
plying the standard set forth in § 9b.6 a 
Department of State press building 
pass might be denied, revoked or not 
renewed, the media correspondent or 
technician will be notified in writing 
by the Director of the basis for the pro-
posed denial in as much detail as the 

security of any confidential source of 
information will permit. This notifica-
tion will be sent by registered mail. 

(b) The notification of the proposed 
denial, revocation or non-renewal sent 
to the correspondent will also contain 
a statement advising the correspondent 
of his or her right to respond to the 
proposed denial and to rebut any fac-
tual basis supporting the proposed de-
nial. 

(c) The correspondent shall be al-
lowed thirty (30) days from the date of 
the mailing of the proposed denial, rev-
ocation or non-renewal notification to 
respond in writing. The response shall 
consist of any explanation or rebuttal 
deemed appropriate by the cor-
respondent and will be signed by the 
correspondent under oath or affirma-
tion. 

(d) If the correspondent is unable to 
prepare a response within 30 days, an 
extension for one additional 30-day pe-
riod will be granted upon receipt of the 
correspondent’s written request for 
such an extension. 

(e) At the time of the filing of the 
media correspondent’s or technician’s 
written response to the notification of 
the proposed denial, revocation or non- 
renewal, the correspondent or techni-
cian may request, and will be granted, 
the opportunity to make a personal ap-
pearance before the Director of the Of-
fice of Press Relations, Department of 
State, for the purpose of personally 
supporting his/her eligibility for a 
press pass and to rebut or explain the 
factual basis for the proposed denial. 
The Director shall exercise, in con-
sultation with the Bureau of Diplo-
matic Security and the Office of the 
Legal Adviser, final review authority 
in the matter. The correspondent or 
technician may be represented by 
counsel during this appearance. 

(f)(1) On the basis of the correspond-
ent’s or technician’s written and per-
sonal response and the factual basis for 
the proposed denial, revocation or non- 
renewal, the Director of the Office of 
Press Relations, Department of State, 
will consult with the Bureau of Diplo-
matic Security and the Office of the 
Legal Adviser to determine whether or 
not further inquiry or investigation 
concerning the issues raised is nec-
essary. 
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