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Federal Highway Administration, DOT § 630.1004 

1 The MUTCD is approved by the FHWA 
and recognized as the national standard for 
traffic control on all public roads. It is incor-
porated by reference into the Code of Federal 
Regulations at 23 CFR part 655. It is avail-
able on the FHWA’s Web site at http:// 
mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov and is available for in-
spection and copying at the FHWA Wash-
ington, DC Headquarters and all FHWA Divi-
sion Offices as prescribed at 49 CFR part 7. 

2 MUTCD, Part 6, ‘‘Temporary Traffic Con-
trol,’’ Section 6C.02, ‘‘Temporary Traffic 
Control Zones.’’ 

3 ‘‘Model Minimum Uniform Crash Criteria 
Guideline’’ (MMUCC), 2d Ed. (Electronic), 
2003, produced by National Center for Statis-
tics and Analysis, National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration (NHTSA). Telephone 
1–(800)–934–8517. Available at the URL: http:// 
www-nrd.nhtsa.dot.gov. The NHTSA, the 
FHWA, the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Ad-
ministration (FMCSA), and the Governors 
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§ 630.1002 Purpose. 
Work zones directly impact the safe-

ty and mobility of road users and high-
way workers. These safety and mobil-
ity impacts are exacerbated by an 
aging highway infrastructure and 
growing congestion in many locations. 
Addressing these safety and mobility 
issues requires considerations that 
start early in project development and 
continue through project completion. 
Part 6 of the Manual On Uniform Traf-
fic Control Devices (MUTCD) 1 sets 
forth basic principles and prescribes 
standards for the design, application, 
installation, and maintenance of traf-
fic control devices for highway and 
street construction, maintenance oper-
ation, and utility work. In addition to 
the provisions in the MUTCD, there are 
other actions that could be taken to 
further help mitigate the safety and 
mobility impacts of work zones. This 
subpart establishes requirements and 
provides guidance for systematically 
addressing the safety and mobility im-
pacts of work zones, and developing 
strategies to help manage these im-
pacts on all Federal-aid highway 
projects. 

§ 630.1004 Definitions and explanation 
of terms. 

As used in this subpart: 
Highway workers include, but are not 

limited to, personnel of the contractor, 
subcontractor, DOT, utilities, and law 
enforcement, performing work within 
the right-of-way of a transportation fa-
cility. 

Mobility is the ability to move from 
place to place and is significantly de-
pendent on the availability of transpor-
tation facilities and on system oper-
ating conditions. With specific ref-
erence to work zones, mobility pertains 
to moving road users efficiently 
through or around a work zone area 
with a minimum delay compared to 

baseline travel when no work zone is 
present, while not compromising the 
safety of highway workers or road 
users. The commonly used performance 
measures for the assessment of mobil-
ity include delay, speed, travel time 
and queue lengths. 

Safety is a representation of the level 
of exposure to potential hazards for 
users of transportation facilities and 
highway workers. With specific ref-
erence to work zones, safety refers to 
minimizing potential hazards to road 
users in the vicinity of a work zone and 
highway workers at the work zone 
interface with traffic. The commonly 
used measures for highway safety are 
the number of crashes or the con-
sequences of crashes (fatalities and in-
juries) at a given location or along a 
section of highway during a period of 
time. Highway worker safety in work 
zones refers to the safety of workers at 
the work zone interface with traffic 
and the impacts of the work zone de-
sign on worker safety. The number of 
worker fatalities and injuries at a 
given location or along a section of 
highway, during a period of time are 
commonly used measures for highway 
worker safety. 

Work zone 2 is an area of a highway 
with construction, maintenance, or 
utility work activities. A work zone is 
typically marked by signs, channel-
izing devices, barriers, pavement mark-
ings, and/or work vehicles. It extends 
from the first warning sign or high-in-
tensity rotating, flashing, oscillating, 
or strobe lights on a vehicle to the 
END ROAD WORK sign or the last tem-
porary traffic control (TTC) device. 

Work zone crash 3 means a traffic 
crash in which the first harmful event 
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