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(5) Signing of and modifications to 
existing facilities to provide pref-
erential parking for carpools inside or 
outside the central business district. 
Eligible costs may include trail blaz-
ers, on-site signs designating highway 
interchange areas or other existing 
publicly or privately owned facilities 
as preferential parking for carpool par-
ticipants, and initial or renewal costs 
for leasing parking space or acquisition 
or easements or restrictions, as, for ex-
ample, at shopping centers and public 
or private parking facilities. The lease 
or acquisition cost may be computed 
on the demonstrated reduction in the 
overall number of vehicles using the 
designated portion of a commercial fa-
cility, but not on a reduction of the 
per-vehicle user charge for parking. 

(6) Construction of carpool parking 
facilities outside the central business 
district. Eligible costs may include ac-
quisition of land and normal construc-
tion activities, including installation 
of lighting and fencing, trail blazers, 
on-site signing, and passenger shelters. 
Such facilities need not be located in 
conjunction with any existing or 
planned mass transportation service, 
but should be designed so that the fa-
cility could accommodate mass trans-
portation in the event such service 
may be developed. Except for the re-
quirement of the availability of mass/ 
public transportation facilities, fringe 
parking construction under this sec-
tion shall be subject to the provisions 
of 23 CFR part 810.106. 

(7) Reasonable public information 
and promotion expenses, including per-
sonnel costs, incurred in connection 
with any of the other eligible items 
mentioned herein. 

§ 656.7 Determination of an exception. 
(a) The FHWA has determined under 

provisions of 23 U.S.C. 146(b) that an 
exceptional situation exists in regard 
to the funding of carpools so as to 
allow the State to contribute as its 
share of the non-Federal match essen-
tial project-related work and services 
performed by local agencies and pri-
vate organizations when approved and 
authorized in accordance with regular 
Federal-aid procedures. The cost of 
such work must be properly valued, 
supportable and verifiable in order for 

inclusion as an eligible project cost. 
Examples of such contributed work and 
services include: public service an-
nouncements, computer services, and 
project-related staff time for adminis-
tration by employees of public and pri-
vate organizations. 

(b) This determination is based on: 
(1) The nature of carpool projects to 
provide a variety of services to the 
public; (2) the fact that carpool 
projects are labor intensive and require 
professional and specialized technical 
skills; (3) the extensive use of joint 
public and private endeavors; and (4) 
the fact that project costs involve the 
acquisition of capital equipment as op-
posed to construction of fixed items. 

(c) This exception is limited to car-
pool projects and therefore is not appli-
cable to other Federal-aid projects. 
The exception does not affect or re-
place the standard Federal-aid funding 
procedures or real property acquisition 
procedures and requirements, part 712, 
The Acquisition Function. 
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AUTHORITY: 23 U.S.C. 127, 141 and 315; 49 
U.S.C. 31111, 31113 and 31114; sec. 1023, Pub. L. 
102–240, 105 Stat. 1914; and 49 CFR 1.48(b)(19), 
(b)(23), (c)(1) and (c)(19). 

SOURCE: 45 FR 52368, Aug. 7, 1980; 62 FR 
62261, Nov. 21, 1997, unless otherwise noted. 

NOTE: The recordkeeping requirements 
contained in this part have been approved by 
the Office of Management and Budget under 
control number 2125–0034. 

§ 657.1 Purpose. 
To prescribe requirements for admin-

istering a program of vehicle size and 

VerDate Nov<24>2008 13:25 Apr 21, 2010 Jkt 220076 PO 00000 Frm 00289 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\220076.XXX 220076er
ow

e 
on

 D
S

K
5C

LS
3C

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
F

R



280 

23 CFR Ch. I (4–1–10 Edition) § 657.3 

weight enforcement on the Interstate 
System, and those routes which, prior 
to October 1, 1991, were designated as 
part of the Federal-aid primary, Fed-
eral-aid secondary, or Federal-aid 
urban systems, including the required 
annual certification by the State. 

[72 FR 7747, Feb. 20, 2007] 

§ 657.3 Definitions. 
Unless otherwise specified in this 

part, the definitions in 23 U.S.C. 101(a) 
are applicable to this part. As used in 
this part: 

Enforcing or Enforcement means all 
actions by the State to obtain compli-
ance with size and weight requirements 
by all vehicles operating on the Inter-
state System and those roads which, 
prior to October 1, 1991, were des-
ignated as part of the Federal-aid Pri-
mary, Federal-aid Secondary, or Fed-
eral-aid Urban Systems. 

Urbanized area means an area with a 
population of 50,000 or more. 

[72 FR 7747, Feb. 20, 2007] 

§ 657.5 Policy. 
Federal Highway Administration 

(FHWA) policy is that each State en-
force vehicle size and weight laws to 
assure that violations are discouraged 
and that vehicles traversing the high-
way system do not exceed the limits 
specified by law. These size and weight 
limits are based upon design specifica-
tions and safety considerations, and 
enforcement shall be developed and 
maintained both to prevent premature 
deterioration of the highway pavement 
and structures and to provide a safe 
driving environment. 

§ 657.7 Objective. 
The objective of this regulation is 

the development and operation by each 
State of an enforcement process which 
identifies vehicles of excessive size and 
weight and provides a systematic ap-
proach to eliminate violations and thus 
improve conditions. 

§ 657.9 Formulation of a plan for en-
forcement. 

(a) Each State shall develop a plan 
for the maintenance of an effective en-
forcement process. The plan shall de-
scribe the procedures, resources, and 

facilities which the State intends to 
devote to the enforcement of its vehi-
cle size and weight laws. Each State 
plan must be accepted by the FHWA 
and will then serve as a basis by which 
the annual certification of enforcement 
will be judged for adequacy. 

(b) The plan shall discuss the fol-
lowing subjects: 

(1) Facilities and resources. (i) No pro-
gram shall be approved which does not 
utilize a combination of at least two of 
the following listed devices to deter 
evasion of size and weight measure-
ment in sufficient quantity to cover 
the FA system: fixed platform scales; 
portable wheel weigher scales; 
semiportable or ramp scales; WIM 
equipment. 

(ii) Staff assigned to the program, 
identified by specific agency. Where 
more than one State agency has weight 
enforcement responsibility, the lead 
agency should be indicated. 

(2) Practices and procedures. (i) Pro-
posed plan of operation, including geo-
graphical coverage and hours of oper-
ation in general terms. 

(ii) Policy and practices with respect 
to overweight violators, including off- 
loading requirements for divisible 
loads. In those States in which off- 
loading is mandatory by law, an ad-
ministrative variance from the legal 
requirement shall be fully explained. In 
those States in which off-loading is 
permissive administrative guidelines 
shall be included. 

(iii) Policy and practices with respect 
to penalties, including those for re-
peated violations. Administrative di-
rectives, booklets or other written cri-
teria shall be made part of the plan 
submission. 

(iv) Policy and practices with respect 
to special permits for overweight. Ad-
ministrative directives, booklets or 
other written criteria shall be made 
part of the plan submission. 

(3) Updating. Modification and/or ad-
ditions to the plan based on experience 
and new developments in the enforce-
ment program. It is recognized that the 
plan is not static and that changes 
may be required to meet changing 
needs. 
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