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sole representative of the residents it 
purports to represent, and support its 
tenant participation activities. 

(ii) When requested by residents, a 
HA shall provide appropriate guidance 
to residents to assist them in estab-
lishing and maintaining a resident 
council. 

(iii) A HA shall provide the residents 
or any resident council with current 
information concerning the HA’s poli-
cies on tenant participation in manage-
ment. 

(iv) In no event shall HUD or a HA of-
ficially recognize a competing resident 
council once a duly elected resident 
council has been established. If a duly 
elected resident council has been 
formed, any input into changes con-
cerning public housing operations shall 
be made only through the officially 
recognized resident council. 

§ 964.24 HUD policy on FIC Program. 
HUD promotes Family Investment 

Centers which provide better access to 
educational and employment opportu-
nities for residents living in public 
housing. HUD encourages resident in-
volvement in the FIC Program and pro-
motes resident-HA partnerships to 
achieve mutual goals. 

§ 964.30 Other Program requirements. 
In addition to the requirements set 

forth in 24 CFR part 5, the following 
Federal requirements apply to this pro-
gram: 

(a) Affirmative Outreach. (1) The Af-
firmative Fair Housing Marketing Pro-
gram requirements of 24 CFR part 200, 
subpart M and the implementing regu-
lations at 24 CFR part 108; and 

(2) The fair housing advertising and 
poster guidelines at 24 CFR parts 109 
and 110. 

(b) Title II of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 12131) 
and implementing regulations at 28 
CFR part 35. 

[61 FR 5216, Feb. 9, 1996] 

Subpart B—Tenant Participation 

§ 964.100 Role of resident council. 
The role of a resident council is to 

improve the quality of life and resident 
satisfaction and participate in self-help 

initiatives to enable residents to create 
a positive living environment for fami-
lies living in public housing. Resident 
councils may actively participate 
through a working partnership with 
the HA to advise and assist in all as-
pects of public housing operations. 

§ 964.105 Role of the jurisdiction-wide 
resident council. 

(a) Jurisdiction-wide resident council. 
Resident councils may come together 
to form an organization which can rep-
resent the interest of residents residing 
in units under a HA’s jurisdiction. This 
can be accomplished by the presidents 
of duly elected resident councils form-
ing an organization, by resident coun-
cils electing a representative to the or-
ganization, or through jurisdiction- 
wide elections. If duly elected resident 
councils form such an organization, the 
HA shall recognize it as the voice of 
authority-wide residents for input into 
housing authority policy making. 

(b) Function. The jurisdiction-wide 
council may advise the Board of Com-
missioners and executive director in all 
areas of HA operations, including but 
not limited to occupancy, general man-
agement, maintenance, security, resi-
dent training, resident employment, 
social services and modernization pri-
orities. 

(c) Cooperation with other groups. 
There shall be regularly scheduled 
meetings between the HA and the local 
duly elected resident council, and the 
jurisdiction-wide resident council to 
discuss problems, plan activities and 
review progress. 

§ 964.115 Resident council require-
ments. 

A resident council shall consist of 
persons residing in public housing and 
must meet each of the following re-
quirements in order to receive official 
recognition from the HA/HUD, and be 
eligible to receive funds for resident 
council activities, and stipends for offi-
cers for their related costs for volun-
teer work in public housing: 

(a) It may represent residents resid-
ing: 

(1) In scattered site buildings; 
(2) In areas of contiguous row houses; 

or 
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(3) In one or more contiguous build-
ings; 

(4) In a development; or 
(5) In a combination of these build-

ings or developments; 
(b) It must adopt written procedures 

such as by-laws, or a constitution 
which provides for the election of resi-
dents to the governing board by the 
voting membership of the residents re-
siding in public housing, described in 
paragraph (b) of this section, on a reg-
ular basis but at least once every three 
(3) years. The written procedures must 
provide for the recall of the resident 
board by the voting membership. These 
provisions shall allow for a petition or 
other expression of the voting member-
ship’s desire for a recall election, and 
set the number of percentage of voting 
membership (‘‘threshold’’) who must be 
in agreement in order to hold a recall 
election. This threshold shall not be 
less than 10 percent of the voting mem-
bership. 

(c) It must have a democratically 
elected governing board that is elected 
by the voting membership. At a min-
imum, the governing board should con-
sist of five (5) elected board members. 

The voting membership must consist 
of heads of households (any age) and 
other residents at least 18 years of age 
or older and whose name appears on a 
lease for the unit in the public housing 
that the resident council represents. 

§ 964.117 Resident council partner-
ships. 

A resident council may form partner-
ships with outside organizations, pro-
vided that such relationships are com-
plementary to the resident council in 
its duty to represent the residents, and 
provided that such outside organiza-
tions do not become the governing en-
tity of the resident council. 

§ 964.120 Resident management cor-
poration requirements. 

A resident management corporation 
must consist of residents residing in 
public housing and have each of the fol-
lowing characteristics in order to re-
ceive official recognition by the HA 
and HUD: 

(a) It shall be a non-profit organiza-
tion that is validly incorporated under 

the laws of the State in which it is lo-
cated; 

(b) It may be established by more 
than one resident council, so long as 
each such council: 

(1) Approves the establishment of the 
corporation; and 

(2) Has representation on the Board 
of Directors of the corporation; 

(c) It shall have an elected Board of 
Directors, and elections must be held 
at least once every three (3) years; 

(d) Its by-laws shall require the 
Board of Directors to include resident 
representatives of each resident coun-
cil involved in establishing the cor-
poration; include qualifications to run 
for office, frequency of elections, proce-
dures for recall, and term limits if de-
sired. 

(e) Its voting members shall be heads 
of households (any age) and other resi-
dents at least 18 years of age and whose 
name appears on the lease of a unit in 
the public housing represented by the 
resident management corporation; 

(f) Where a resident council already 
exists for the development, or a portion 
of the development, the resident man-
agement corporation shall be approved 
by the resident council board and a ma-
jority of the residents. If there is no 
resident council, a majority of the resi-
dents of the public housing develop-
ment it will represent must approve 
the establishment of such a corpora-
tion for the purposes of managing the 
project; and 

(g) It may serve as both the resident 
management corporation and the resi-
dent council, so long as the corporation 
meets the requirements of this part for 
a resident council. 

§ 964.125 Eligibility for resident coun-
cil membership. 

(a) Any member of a public housing 
household whose name is on the lease 
of a unit in the public housing develop-
ment and meets the requirements of 
the by-laws is eligible to be a member 
of a resident council. The resident 
council may establish additional cri-
teria that are non-discriminatory and 
do not infringe on rights of other resi-
dents in the development. Such criteria 
must be stated in the by-laws or con-
stitution as appropriate. 
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