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Subpart I—Electrical Systems 

3280.801 Scope. 
3280.802 Definitions. 
3280.803 Power supply. 
3280.804 Disconnecting means and branch- 

circuit protective equipment. 
3280.805 Branch circuits required. 
3280.806 Receptacle outlets. 
3280.807 Fixtures and appliances. 
3280.808 Wiring methods and materials. 
3280.809 Grounding. 
3280.810 Electrical testing. 
3280.811 Calculations. 
3280.812 Wiring of expandable units and dual 

units. 
3280.813 Outdoor outlets, fixtures, air condi-

tioning equipment, etc. 
3280.814 Painting of wiring. 
3280.815 Polarization. 
3280.816 Examination of equipment for safe-

ty. 

Subpart J—Transportation 

3280.901 Scope. 
3280.902 Definitions. 
3280.903 General requirements for designing 

the structure to withstand transpor-
tation shock and vibration. 

3280.904 Specific requirements for designing 
the transportation system. 

AUTHORITY: 42 U.S.C. 3535(d), 5403, and 5424. 

SOURCE: 40 FR 58752, Dec. 18, 1975, unless 
otherwise noted. Redesignated at 44 FR 20679, 
Apr. 6, 1979. 

Subpart A—General 
§ 3280.1 Scope. 

This standard covers all equipment 
and installations in the design, con-
struction, transportation, fire safety, 
plumbing, heat-producing and elec-
trical systems of manufactured homes 
which are designed to be used as dwell-
ing units. This standard seeks to the 
maximum extent possible to establish 
performance requirements. In certain 
instances, however, the use of specific 
requirements is necessary. 

[58 FR 55002, Oct. 25, 1993] 

§ 3280.2 Definitions. 
Definitions in this subpart are those 

common to all subparts of the standard 
and are in addition to the definitions 
provided in individual parts. The defi-
nitions are as follows: 

Approved, when used in connection 
with any material, appliance or con-
struction, means complying with the 

requirements of the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development. 

Bay window—a window assembly 
whose maximum horizontal projection 
is not more than two feet from the 
plane of an exterior wall and is ele-
vated above the floor level of the home. 

Certification label means the approved 
form of certification by the manufac-
turer that, under § 3280.8, is perma-
nently affixed to each transportable 
section of each manufactured home 
manufactured for sale in the United 
States. 

Dwelling unit means one or more hab-
itable rooms which are designed to be 
occupied by one family with facilities 
for living, sleeping, cooking and eat-
ing. 

Equipment includes materials, appli-
ances, devices, fixtures, fittings or ac-
cessories both in the construction of, 
and in the fire safety, plumbing, heat- 
producing and electrical systems of 
manufactured homes. 

Federal manufactured home construc-
tion and safety standard means a rea-
sonable standard for the construction, 
design, and performance of a manufac-
tured home which meets the needs of 
the public including the need for qual-
ity, durability, and safety. 

Installations means all arrangements 
and methods of construction, as well as 
fire safety, plumbing, heat-producing 
and electrical systems used in manu-
factured homes. 

Labeled means a label, symbol or 
other identifying mark of a nationally 
recognized testing laboratory, inspec-
tion agency, or other organization con-
cerned with product evaluation that 
maintains periodic inspection of pro-
duction of labeled equipment or mate-
rials, and by whose labeling is indi-
cated compliance with nationally rec-
ognized standards or tests to determine 
suitable usage in a specified manner. 

Length of a manufactured home means 
its largest overall length in the trav-
eling mode, including cabinets and 
other projections which contain inte-
rior space. Length does not include bay 
windows, roof projections, overhangs, 
or eaves under which there is no inte-
rior space, nor does it include draw-
bars, couplings or hitches. 
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Listed or certified means included in a 
list published by a nationally recog-
nized testing laboratory, inspection 
agency, or other organization con-
cerned with product evaluation that 
maintains periodic inspection of pro-
duction of listed equipment or mate-
rials, and whose listing states either 
that the equipment or material meets 
nationally recognized standards or has 
been tested and found suitable for use 
in a specified manner. 

Manufacturer means any person en-
gaged in manufacturing or assembling 
manufactured homes, including any 
person engaged in importing manufac-
tured homes for resale. 

Manufactured home means a struc-
ture, transportable in one or more sec-
tions, which in the traveling mode is 8 
body feet or more in width or 40 body 
feet or more in length or which when 
erected on-site is 320 or more square 
feet, and which is built on a permanent 
chassis and designed to be used as a 
dwelling with or without a permanent 
foundation when connected to the re-
quired utilities, and includes the 
plumbing, heating, air-conditioning, 
and electrical systems contained in the 
structure. This term includes all struc-
tures that meet the above require-
ments except the size requirements and 
with respect to which the manufac-
turer voluntarily files a certification 
pursuant to § 3282.13 of this chapter and 
complies with the construction and 
safety standards set forth in this part 
3280. The term does not include any 
self-propelled recreational vehicle. Cal-
culations used to determine the num-
ber of square feet in a structure will in-
clude the total of square feet for each 
transportable section comprising the 
completed structure and will be based 
on the structure’s exterior dimensions 
measured at the largest horizontal pro-
jections when erected on site. These di-
mensions will include all expandable 
rooms, cabinets, and other projections 
containing interior space, but do not 
include bay windows. Nothing in this 
definition should be interpreted to 
mean that a manufactured home nec-
essarily meets the requirements of 
HUD’s Minimum Property Standards 
(HUD Handbook 4900.1) or that it is 
automatically eligible for financing 
under 12 U.S.C. 1709(b). 

Manufactured home construction 
means all activities relating to the as-
sembly and manufacture of a manufac-
tured home including, but not limited 
to, those relating to durability, quality 
and safety. 

Manufactured home safety means the 
performance of a manufactured home 
in such a manner that the public is 
protected against any unreasonable 
risk of the occurrence of accidents due 
to the design or construction of such 
manufactured home, or any unreason-
able risk of death or injury to the user 
or to the public if such accidents do 
occur. 

Registered Engineer or Architect means 
a person licensed to practice engineer-
ing or architecture in a state and sub-
ject to all laws and limitations im-
posed by the state’s Board of Engineer-
ing and Architecture Examiners and 
who is engaged in the professional 
practice of rendering service or cre-
ative work requiring education, train-
ing and experience in engineering 
sciences and the application of special 
knowledge of the mathematical, phys-
ical and engineering sciences in such 
professional or creative work as con-
sultation, investigation, evaluation, 
planning or design and supervision of 
construction for the purpose of secur-
ing compliance with specifications and 
design for any such work. 

Secretary means the Secretary of 
Housing and Urban Development, or an 
official of the Department delegated 
the authority of the Secretary with re-
spect to title VI of Pub. L. 93–383. 

State includes each of the several 
States, the District of Columbia, the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, Guam, 
the Virgin Islands, the Canal Zone, and 
American Samoa. 

Width of a manufactured home means 
its largest overall width in the trav-
eling mode, including cabinets and 
other projections which contain inte-
rior space. Width does not include bay 
windows, roof projections, overhangs, 
or eaves under which there is no inte-
rior space. 

[40 FR 58752, Dec. 18, 1975, as amended at 42 
FR 960, Jan. 4, 1977. Redesignated at 44 FR 
20679, Apr. 6, 1979, as amended at 47 FR 28092, 
June 29, 1982; 58 FR 55002, Oct. 25, 1993; 61 FR 
5216, Feb. 9, 1996; 72 FR 27228, May 14, 2007] 
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§ 3280.3 Manufactured home proce-
dural and enforcement regulations 
and consumer manual require-
ments. 

A manufacturer must comply with 
the requirements of this part 3280, part 
3282 of this chapter, and 42 U.S.C. 5416. 

[61 FR 18250, Apr. 25, 1996] 

§ 3280.4 Incorporation by reference. 
(a) The specifications, standards and 

codes of the following organizations 
are incorporated by reference in 24 CFR 
part 3280 (this Standard) pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 CFR part 51 as 
though set forth in full. The incorpora-
tion by reference of these standards 
has been approved by the Director of 
the Federal Register. Reference stand-
ards have the same force and effect as 
this Standard (24 CFR part 3280) except 
that whenever reference standards and 
this Standard are inconsistent, the re-
quirements of this Standard prevail to 
the extent of the inconsistency. 

(b) The abbreviations and addresses 
of organizations issuing the referenced 
standards appear below. Reference 
standards which are not available from 
their producer organizations may be 
obtained from the Office of Manufac-
tured Housing and Regulatory Func-
tions, Manufactured Housing and Con-
struction Standards Division, U.S. De-
partment of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment, 451 Seventh Street, SW., room 
B–133, Washington, DC 20410. 

AA—Aluminum Association, 900 19th Street 
NW., suite 300, Washington, DC 20006. 

AAMA—American Architectural Manufac-
turers Association, 1540 East Dundee Road, 
Palatine, Illinois 60067 

AFPA [previously (N)FPA]—American For-
est and Paper Association, 1250 Con-
necticut Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 
20036 [previously named (N)FPA-National 
Forest Products Association] 

AGA—American Gas Association, 8501 East 
Pleasant Valley Road, Cleveland, Ohio 
44131 

AISC—American Institute of Steel Construc-
tion, One East Wacker Drive, Chicago, IL 
60601 

AISI—American Iron and Steel Institute, 
1101 17th Street, NW., Washington, DC 20036 

AITC—American Institute of Timber Con-
struction, 11818 SE Mill Plain Blvd., suite 
415, Vancouver, Washington 98684 

ANSI—American National Standards Insti-
tute, 1430 Broadway, New York, New York 
10018 

APA—American Plywood Association, P.O. 
Box 11700, Tacoma, Washington 98411 

ARI—Air Conditioning and Refrigeration In-
stitute, 1501 Wilson Blvd., 6th Floor, Ar-
lington, VA 22209–2403 

ASCE—American Society of Civil Engineers, 
345 East 47th Street, New York, New York 
10017–2398 

ASHRAE—American Society of Heating, Re-
frigeration and Air Conditioning Engi-
neers, 1791 Tulle Circle, NE., Atlanta, 
Georgia 30329 

ASME—American Society of Mechanical En-
gineers, 345 East 47th Street, New York, 
New York 10017 

ASSE—American Society of Sanitary Engi-
neering, P.O. Box 40362, Bay Village, Ohio 
44140 

ASTM—American Society for Testing and 
Materials, 1916 Race Street, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania 19103 

CISPI—Cast Iron Soil Pipe Institute, 5959 
Shallowford Road, suite 419, Chattanooga, 
TN 37421 

DOC—U.S. Department of Commerce, Na-
tional Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology, Office of Engineering Standards, 
room A–166, Technical Building, Wash-
ington, DC 20234 

FS—Federal Specifications, General Services 
Administration, Specifications Branch, 
room 6039, GSA Building, 7th and D 
Streets, SW., Washington, DC 20407 

HPVA (previously HPMA)—Hardwood Ply-
wood and Veneer Association, P.O. Box 
2789, Reston, VA 22090 (previously named 
HPMA Hardwood Plywood Manufacturers 
Association) 

HUD-FHA—Department of Housing and 
Urban Development, 451 Seventh Street, 
SW., Washington, DC 20410 

HUD User, 11491 Sunset Hills Road, Reston, 
VA 20190–5254 

IAPMO—International Association of 
Plumbing and Mechanical Officials, 20001 
Walnut Drive South, Walnut, CA 91784–2825 

IITRI—IIT Research Institute, 10 West 35th 
Street, Chicago, IL 60616 

MIL—Military Specifications and Standards, 
Naval Publications and Forms Center, 5801 
Tabor Avenue, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
19120 

NEMA—National Electrical Manufacturers 
Association, 1300 North 17th Street, Suite 
1847, Rosslyn, VA 22209 

NER—International Code Council Evaluation 
Service [Previously known as National 
Evaluation Service], 5360 Workman Mill 
Road, Whittier, CA 90601–0543 

NFPA—National Fire Protection Associa-
tion, Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA 02269 

NPA—National Particleboard Association, 
18928 Premiere Court, Gaithersburg, MD 
20879 

NFRC—National Fenestration Rating Coun-
cil, 8984 Georgia Avenue, Suite 320, Silver 
Spring, MD 20910 
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NSF—National Sanitation Foundation, P.O. 
Box 1468, Ann Arbor, MI 48105 

NWWDA—National Wood Window and Door 
Association, 1400 E. Toughy Avenue, suite 
G–54, Des Plaines, IL 60018 

SAE—Society of Automotive Engineers, 400 
Commonwealth Drive, Warrendale, Penn-
sylvania 15096 

SJI—Steel Joist Institute, 1205 48th Avenue 
North, suite A, Myrtle Beach, SC 29577 

TPI—Truss Plate Institute, 583 D’Onofrio 
Drive, suite 200, Madison, Wisconsin 53719 

UL—Underwriters’ Laboratories, Inc., 333 
Pfingsten Road, Northbrook, Illinois 60062 
WDMA—Window and Door Manufacturers 

Association [Previously known as the Na-
tional Wood Window and Door Association, 
NWWDA], 1400 East Touhy Avenue, Des 
Plaines, IL 60018 

(c) The Department will enforce the 
listed editions of material incorporated 
by reference into this standard. If a 
later edition is to be enforced, the De-
partment will publish a notice of 
change in the FEDERAL REGISTER. 

[47 FR 49385, Nov. 1, 1982, as amended at 52 
FR 47553, Dec. 15, 1987; 58 FR 55002, Oct. 25, 
1993; 59 FR 15113, Mar. 31, 1994; 70 FR 72042, 
Nov. 30, 2005] 

§ 3280.5 Data plate. 
Each manufactured home shall bear a 

data plate affixed in a permanent man-
ner near the main electrical panel or 
other readily accessible and visible lo-
cation. Each data plate shall be made 
of material what will receive typed in-
formation as well as preprinted infor-
mation, and which can be cleaned of or-
dinary smudges or household dirt with-
out removing information contained on 
the data plate; or the data plate shall 
be covered in a permanent manner with 
materials that will make it possible to 
clean the data plate of ordinary dirt 
and smudges without obscuring the in-
formation. Each data plate shall con-
tain not less than the following infor-
mation: 

(a) The name and address of the man-
ufacturing plant in which the manufac-
tured home was manufactured. 

(b) The serial number and model des-
ignation of the unit, and the date the 
unit was manufactured. 

(c) The statement: 

This manufactured home is designed to 
comply with the Federal Manufactured 
Home Construction and Safety Standards in 
force at the time of manufacture. 

(d) A list of the certification label(s) 
number(s) that are affixed to each 
transportable manufactured section 
under § 3280.8. 

(e) A list of major factory-installed 
equipment, including the manufactur-
er’s name and the model designation of 
each appliance. 

(f) Reference to the roof load zone 
and wind load zone for which the home 
is designed and duplicates of the maps 
as set forth in § 3280.305(c). This infor-
mation may be combined with the 
heating/cooling certificate and insula-
tion zone map required by §§ 3280.510 
and 3280.511. The Wind Zone Map on the 
Data Plate shall also contain the state-
ment: 

This home has not been designed for the 
higher wind pressures and anchoring provi-
sions required for ocean/coastal areas and 
should not be located within 1500′ of the 
coastline in Wind Zones II and III, unless the 
home and its anchoring and foundation sys-
tem have been designed for the increased re-
quirements specified for Exposure D in ANSI/ 
ASCE 7–88. 

(g) The statement: 

This home has—has not—(appropriate 
blank to be checked by manufacturer) been 
equipped with storm shutters or other pro-
tective coverings for windows and exterior 
door openings. For homes designed to be lo-
cated in Wind Zones II and III, which have 
not been provided with shutters or equiva-
lent covering devices, it is strongly rec-
ommended that the home be made ready to 
be equipped with these devices in accordance 
with the method recommended in the manu-
facturers printed instructions. 

(h) The statement: ‘‘Design Approval 
by’’, followed by the name of the agen-
cy that approved the design. 

[59 FR 2469, Jan. 14, 1994] 

§ 3280.6 Serial number. 

(a) A manufactured home serial num-
ber which will identify the manufac-
turer and the state in which the manu-
factured home is manufactured, must 
be stamped into the foremost cross 
member. Letters and numbers must be 
3⁄8 inch minimum in height. Numbers 
must not be stamped into hitch assem-
bly or drawbar. 
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§ 3280.7 Excluded structures. 

Certain structures may be excluded 
from these Standards as modular 
homes under 24 CFR 3282.12. 

[52 FR 4581, Feb. 12, 1987] 

§ 3280.8 Waivers. 

(a) Where any material piece of 
equipment, or system which does not 
meet precise requirements or specifica-
tions set out in the standard is shown, 
to the satisfaction of the Secretary, to 
meet an equivalent level of perform-
ance, the Secretary may waive the 
specifications set out in the Standard 
for that material, piece of equipment, 
or system. 

(b) Where the Secretary is consid-
ering issuing a waiver to a Standard, 
the proposed waiver shall be published 
in the FEDERAL REGISTER for public 
comment, unless the Secretary, for 
good cause, finds that notice is imprac-
tical, unnecessary or contrary to the 
public interest, and incorporates into 
the waiver that finding and a brief 
statement of the reasons therefor. 

(c) Each proposed and final waiver 
shall include: 

(1) A statement of the nature of the 
waiver; and 

(2) Identification of the particular 
standard affected. 

(d) All waivers shall be published in 
the FEDERAL REGISTER and shall state 
their effective date. Where a waiver 
has been issued, the requirements of 
the Federal Standard to which the 
waiver relates may be met either by 
meeting the specifications set out in 
the Standard or by meeting the re-
quirements of the waiver published in 
the FEDERAL REGISTER. 

[58 FR 55003, Oct. 25, 1993] 

§ 3280.9 Interpretative bulletins. 

Interpretative bulletins may be 
issued for the following purposes: 

(a) To clarify the meaning of the 
Standard; and 

(b) To assist in the enforcement of 
the Standard. 

[58 FR 55003, Oct. 25, 1993] 

§ 3280.10 Use of alternative construc-
tion. 

Requests for alternative construction 
can be made pursuant to 24 CFR 3282.14 
of this chapter. 

[58 FR 55003, Oct. 25, 1993] 

§ 3280.11 Certification label. 

(a) A permanent label shall be affixed 
to each transportable section of each 
manufactured home for sale or lease in 
the United States. This label shall be 
separate and distinct from the data 
plate which the manufacturer is re-
quired to provide under § 3280.5 of the 
standards. 

(b) The label shall be approximately 2 
in. by 4 in. in size and shall be perma-
nently attached to the manufactured 
home by means of 4 blind rivets, drive 
screws, or other means that render it 
difficult to remove without defacing it. 
It shall be etched on 0.32 in. thick alu-
minum plate. The label number shall 
be etched or stamped with a 3 letter 
designation which identifies the pro-
duction inspection primary inspection 
agency and which the Secretary shall 
assign. Each label shall be marked with 
a 6 digit number which the label sup-
plier shall furnish. The labels shall be 
stamped with numbers sequentially. 

(c) The label shall read as follows: 

As evidenced by this label No. ABC 000001, 
the manufacturer certifies to the best of the 
manufacturer’s knowledge and belief that 
this manufactured home has been inspected 
in accordance with the requirements of the 
Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment and is constructed in conformance with 
the Federal manufactured home construc-
tion and safety standards in effect on the 
date of manufacture. See date plate. 

(d) The label shall be located at the 
tail-light end of each transportable 
section of the manufactured home ap-
proximately one foot up from the floor 
and one foot in from the road side, or 
as near that location on a permanent 
part of the exterior of the manufac-
tured home unit as practicable. The 
road side is the right side of the manu-
factured home when one views the 
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manufactured home from the tow bar 
end of the manufactured home. 

[42 FR 960, Jan. 4, 1977. Redesignated at 44 
FR 20679, Apr. 6, 1979, as amended at 52 FR 
47553, Dec. 15, 1987. Redesignated and amend-
ed at 58 FR 55003, Oct. 25, 1993] 

Subpart B—Planning 
Considerations 

§ 3280.101 Scope. 
Subpart B states the planning re-

quirements in manufactured homes. 
The intent of this subpart is to assure 
the adequacy of architectural planning 
considerations which assist in deter-
mining a safe and healthful environ-
ment. 

§ 3280.102 Definitions. 
(a) Gross floor area means all space, 

wall to wall, including recessed entries 
not to exceed 5 sq. ft. and areas under 
built-in vanities and similar furniture. 
Where the ceiling height is less than 
that specified in § 3280.104, the floor 
area under such ceilings shall not be 
included. Floor area of closets shall not 
be included in the gross floor area. 

(b) Habitable room means a room or 
enclosed floor space arranged for liv-
ing, eating, food preparation, or sleep-
ing purposes not including bathrooms, 
foyers, hallways, and other accessory 
floor space. 

(c) Laundry area means an area con-
taining or designed to contain a laun-
dry tray, clothes washer and/or clothes 
dryer. 

§ 3280.103 Light and ventilation. 
(a) Lighting. Each habitable room 

shall be provided with exterior win-
dows and/or doors having a total glazed 
area of not less than 8 percent of the 
gross floor area. 

(1) Kitchens, bathrooms, toilet com-
partments, laundry areas, and utility 
rooms may be provided with artificial 
light in place of windows. 

(2) Rooms and areas may be com-
bined for the purpose of providing the 
required natural lighting provided that 
at least one half of the common wall 
area is open and unobstructed, and the 
open area is at least equal to 10 percent 
of the combined floor area or 25 square 
feet whichever is greater. 

(b) Whole-house ventilation. Each 
manufactured home must be provided 
with whole-house ventilation having a 
minimum capacity of 0.035 ft3/min/ft2 of 
interior floor space or its hourly aver-
age equivalent. This ventilation capac-
ity must be in addition to any openable 
window area. In no case shall the in-
stalled ventilation capacity of the sys-
tem be less than 50 cfm nor more than 
90 cfm. The following criteria must be 
adhered to: 

(1) The ventilation capacity must be 
provided by a mechanical system or a 
combination passive and mechanical 
system. The ventilation system or pro-
visions for ventilation must not create 
a positive pressure in Uo Value Zone 2 
and Zone 3 or a negative pressure con-
dition in Uo Value Zone 1. Mechanical 
systems must be balanced. Combina-
tion passive and mechanical systems 
must have adequately sized inlets or 
exhaust to release any unbalanced 
pressure. Temporary pressure imbal-
ances due to gusting or high winds are 
permitted. 

(2) The ventilation system or provi-
sions for ventilation must exchange air 
directly with the exterior of the home, 
except the ventilation system, or pro-
visions for ventilation must not draw 
or expel air with the space underneath 
the home. The ventilation system or 
provisions for ventilation must not 
draw or expel air into the floor, wall, 
or ceiling/roof systems, even if those 
systems are vented. The ventilation 
system must be designed to ensure that 
outside air is distributed to all bed-
rooms and main living areas. The com-
bined use of undercut doors or transom 
grills connecting those areas to the 
room where the mechanical system is 
located is deemed to meet this require-
ment. 

(3) The ventilation system or a por-
tion of the system is permitted to be 
integral with the home’s heating or 
cooling system. The system must be 
capable of operating independently of 
the heating or cooling modes. A ven-
tilation system that is integral with 
the heating or cooling system is to be 
listed as part of the heating and cool-
ing system or listed as suitable for use 
with that system. 

(4) A mechanical ventilation system, 
or mechanical portion thereof, must be 
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