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Subpart I—Electrical Systems 

3280.801 Scope. 
3280.802 Definitions. 
3280.803 Power supply. 
3280.804 Disconnecting means and branch- 

circuit protective equipment. 
3280.805 Branch circuits required. 
3280.806 Receptacle outlets. 
3280.807 Fixtures and appliances. 
3280.808 Wiring methods and materials. 
3280.809 Grounding. 
3280.810 Electrical testing. 
3280.811 Calculations. 
3280.812 Wiring of expandable units and dual 

units. 
3280.813 Outdoor outlets, fixtures, air condi-

tioning equipment, etc. 
3280.814 Painting of wiring. 
3280.815 Polarization. 
3280.816 Examination of equipment for safe-

ty. 

Subpart J—Transportation 

3280.901 Scope. 
3280.902 Definitions. 
3280.903 General requirements for designing 

the structure to withstand transpor-
tation shock and vibration. 

3280.904 Specific requirements for designing 
the transportation system. 

AUTHORITY: 42 U.S.C. 3535(d), 5403, and 5424. 

SOURCE: 40 FR 58752, Dec. 18, 1975, unless 
otherwise noted. Redesignated at 44 FR 20679, 
Apr. 6, 1979. 

Subpart A—General 
§ 3280.1 Scope. 

This standard covers all equipment 
and installations in the design, con-
struction, transportation, fire safety, 
plumbing, heat-producing and elec-
trical systems of manufactured homes 
which are designed to be used as dwell-
ing units. This standard seeks to the 
maximum extent possible to establish 
performance requirements. In certain 
instances, however, the use of specific 
requirements is necessary. 

[58 FR 55002, Oct. 25, 1993] 

§ 3280.2 Definitions. 
Definitions in this subpart are those 

common to all subparts of the standard 
and are in addition to the definitions 
provided in individual parts. The defi-
nitions are as follows: 

Approved, when used in connection 
with any material, appliance or con-
struction, means complying with the 

requirements of the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development. 

Bay window—a window assembly 
whose maximum horizontal projection 
is not more than two feet from the 
plane of an exterior wall and is ele-
vated above the floor level of the home. 

Certification label means the approved 
form of certification by the manufac-
turer that, under § 3280.8, is perma-
nently affixed to each transportable 
section of each manufactured home 
manufactured for sale in the United 
States. 

Dwelling unit means one or more hab-
itable rooms which are designed to be 
occupied by one family with facilities 
for living, sleeping, cooking and eat-
ing. 

Equipment includes materials, appli-
ances, devices, fixtures, fittings or ac-
cessories both in the construction of, 
and in the fire safety, plumbing, heat- 
producing and electrical systems of 
manufactured homes. 

Federal manufactured home construc-
tion and safety standard means a rea-
sonable standard for the construction, 
design, and performance of a manufac-
tured home which meets the needs of 
the public including the need for qual-
ity, durability, and safety. 

Installations means all arrangements 
and methods of construction, as well as 
fire safety, plumbing, heat-producing 
and electrical systems used in manu-
factured homes. 

Labeled means a label, symbol or 
other identifying mark of a nationally 
recognized testing laboratory, inspec-
tion agency, or other organization con-
cerned with product evaluation that 
maintains periodic inspection of pro-
duction of labeled equipment or mate-
rials, and by whose labeling is indi-
cated compliance with nationally rec-
ognized standards or tests to determine 
suitable usage in a specified manner. 

Length of a manufactured home means 
its largest overall length in the trav-
eling mode, including cabinets and 
other projections which contain inte-
rior space. Length does not include bay 
windows, roof projections, overhangs, 
or eaves under which there is no inte-
rior space, nor does it include draw-
bars, couplings or hitches. 
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Listed or certified means included in a 
list published by a nationally recog-
nized testing laboratory, inspection 
agency, or other organization con-
cerned with product evaluation that 
maintains periodic inspection of pro-
duction of listed equipment or mate-
rials, and whose listing states either 
that the equipment or material meets 
nationally recognized standards or has 
been tested and found suitable for use 
in a specified manner. 

Manufacturer means any person en-
gaged in manufacturing or assembling 
manufactured homes, including any 
person engaged in importing manufac-
tured homes for resale. 

Manufactured home means a struc-
ture, transportable in one or more sec-
tions, which in the traveling mode is 8 
body feet or more in width or 40 body 
feet or more in length or which when 
erected on-site is 320 or more square 
feet, and which is built on a permanent 
chassis and designed to be used as a 
dwelling with or without a permanent 
foundation when connected to the re-
quired utilities, and includes the 
plumbing, heating, air-conditioning, 
and electrical systems contained in the 
structure. This term includes all struc-
tures that meet the above require-
ments except the size requirements and 
with respect to which the manufac-
turer voluntarily files a certification 
pursuant to § 3282.13 of this chapter and 
complies with the construction and 
safety standards set forth in this part 
3280. The term does not include any 
self-propelled recreational vehicle. Cal-
culations used to determine the num-
ber of square feet in a structure will in-
clude the total of square feet for each 
transportable section comprising the 
completed structure and will be based 
on the structure’s exterior dimensions 
measured at the largest horizontal pro-
jections when erected on site. These di-
mensions will include all expandable 
rooms, cabinets, and other projections 
containing interior space, but do not 
include bay windows. Nothing in this 
definition should be interpreted to 
mean that a manufactured home nec-
essarily meets the requirements of 
HUD’s Minimum Property Standards 
(HUD Handbook 4900.1) or that it is 
automatically eligible for financing 
under 12 U.S.C. 1709(b). 

Manufactured home construction 
means all activities relating to the as-
sembly and manufacture of a manufac-
tured home including, but not limited 
to, those relating to durability, quality 
and safety. 

Manufactured home safety means the 
performance of a manufactured home 
in such a manner that the public is 
protected against any unreasonable 
risk of the occurrence of accidents due 
to the design or construction of such 
manufactured home, or any unreason-
able risk of death or injury to the user 
or to the public if such accidents do 
occur. 

Registered Engineer or Architect means 
a person licensed to practice engineer-
ing or architecture in a state and sub-
ject to all laws and limitations im-
posed by the state’s Board of Engineer-
ing and Architecture Examiners and 
who is engaged in the professional 
practice of rendering service or cre-
ative work requiring education, train-
ing and experience in engineering 
sciences and the application of special 
knowledge of the mathematical, phys-
ical and engineering sciences in such 
professional or creative work as con-
sultation, investigation, evaluation, 
planning or design and supervision of 
construction for the purpose of secur-
ing compliance with specifications and 
design for any such work. 

Secretary means the Secretary of 
Housing and Urban Development, or an 
official of the Department delegated 
the authority of the Secretary with re-
spect to title VI of Pub. L. 93–383. 

State includes each of the several 
States, the District of Columbia, the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, Guam, 
the Virgin Islands, the Canal Zone, and 
American Samoa. 

Width of a manufactured home means 
its largest overall width in the trav-
eling mode, including cabinets and 
other projections which contain inte-
rior space. Width does not include bay 
windows, roof projections, overhangs, 
or eaves under which there is no inte-
rior space. 

[40 FR 58752, Dec. 18, 1975, as amended at 42 
FR 960, Jan. 4, 1977. Redesignated at 44 FR 
20679, Apr. 6, 1979, as amended at 47 FR 28092, 
June 29, 1982; 58 FR 55002, Oct. 25, 1993; 61 FR 
5216, Feb. 9, 1996; 72 FR 27228, May 14, 2007] 
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