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on purchaser bid. Payments made are 
normally not refundable. 

Integrated resource management plan 
means a document, approved by an In-
dian tribe and the Secretary, which 
provides coordination for the com-
prehensive management of the natural 
resources of such tribe’s reservation. 

Noncommercial forest land means for-
est land that is available for extensive 
management, but is incapable of pro-
ducing sustainable forest products 
within the general rotation period. 
Such land may be economically har-
vested, but the site quality does not 
warrant significant investment to en-
hance future crops. 

Productive forest land means forest 
land producing or capable of producing 
marketable forest products that is un-
available for harvest because of admin-
istrative restrictions or because access 
is not practical. 

Reservation means an Indian reserva-
tion established pursuant to treaties, 
Acts of Congress, or Executive Orders 
and public domain Indian allotments, 
Alaska Native allotments, rancherias, 
and former Indian reservations in 
Oklahoma. 

Secretary means the Secretary of the 
Interior or his or her authorized rep-
resentative. 

Stumpage rate means the stumpage 
value per unit of measure for a forest 
product. 

Stumpage value means the value of a 
forest product prior to extraction from 
Indian forest land. 

Sustained yield means the yield of for-
est products that a forest can produce 
continuously at a given intensity of 
management. 

Timberland means forest land 
stocked, or capable of being stocked, 
with tree species that are regionally 
utilized for lumber, pulpwood, poles or 
veneer products. 

Trespass means the removal of forest 
products from, or damaging forest 
products on, Indian forest land, except 
when authorized by law and applicable 
federal or tribal regulations. Trespass 
can include any damage to forest re-
sources on Indian forest land resulting 
from activities under contracts or per-
mits or from fire. 

Tribal forest enterprise means an In-
dian enterprise that is initiated and or-

ganized by a reservation’s recognized 
tribal government. 

Unproductive forest land means forest 
land that is not producing or capable of 
producing marketable forest products 
and is also unavailable for harvest be-
cause of administrative restrictions or 
because access is not practical. 

Woodland means forest land not in-
cluded within the timberland classi-
fication, stocked, or capable of being 
stocked, with tree species of such form 
and size to produce forest products 
that are generally marketable within 
the region for products other than lum-
ber, pulpwood, or veneer. 

§ 163.2 Information collection. 

The information collection require-
ments contained in 25 CFR part 163 do 
not require the approval of the Office 
of Management and Budget under 44 
U.S.C. 3504(h) et seq. 

§ 163.3 Scope and objectives. 

(a) The regulations in this part are 
applicable to all Indian forest land ex-
cept as this part may be superseded by 
legislation. 

(b) Indian forest land management 
activities undertaken by the Secretary 
shall be designed to achieve the fol-
lowing objectives: 

(1) The development, maintenance 
and enhancement of Indian forest land 
in a perpetually productive state in ac-
cordance with the principles of sus-
tained yield and with the standards 
and objectives set forth in forest man-
agement plans by providing effective 
management and protection through 
the application of sound silvicultural 
and economic principles to the har-
vesting of forest products, forestation, 
timber stand improvement and other 
forestry practices; 

(2) The regulation of Indian forest 
land through the development and im-
plementation, with the full and active 
consultation and participation of the 
appropriate Indian tribe, of forest man-
agement plans which are supported by 
written tribal objectives; 

(3) The regulation of Indian forest 
land in a manner that will ensure the 
use of good method and order in har-
vesting so as to make possible, on a 
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sustained yield basis, continuous pro-
ductivity and a perpetual forest busi-
ness; 

(4) The development of Indian forest 
land and associated value-added indus-
tries by Indians and Indian tribes to 
promote self-sustaining communities, 
so that Indians may receive from their 
Indian forest land not only stumpage 
value, but also the benefit of all the 
labor and profit that such Indian forest 
land is capable of yielding; 

(5) The retention of Indian forest 
land in its natural state when an In-
dian tribe determines that the rec-
reational, cultural, aesthetic, or tradi-
tional values of the Indian forest land 
represents the highest and best use of 
the land; 

(6) The management and protection 
of forest resources to retain the bene-
ficial effects to Indian forest land of 
regulating water run-off and mini-
mizing soil erosion; and 

(7) The maintenance and improve-
ment of timber productivity, grazing, 
wildlife, fisheries, recreation, aes-
thetic, cultural and other traditional 
values. 

§ 163.4 Secretarial recognition of tribal 
laws. 

Subject to the Secretary’s trust re-
sponsibilities, and unless otherwise 
prohibited by Federal statutory law, 
the Secretary shall comply with tribal 
laws pertaining to Indian forest land, 
including laws regulating the environ-
ment or historic or cultural preserva-
tion, and shall cooperate with the en-
forcement of such laws on Indian forest 
land. Such cooperation does not con-
stitute a waiver of United States sov-
ereign immunity and shall include: 

(a) Assistance in the enforcement of 
such laws; 

(b) Provision of notice of such laws to 
persons or entities undertaking activi-
ties on Indian forest land; and 

(c) Upon the request of an Indian 
tribe, the appearance in tribal forums. 

Subpart B—Forest Management 
and Operations 

§ 163.10 Management of Indian forest 
land. 

(a) The Secretary shall undertake 
forest land management activities on 

Indian forest land, either directly or 
through contracts, cooperative agree-
ments, or grants under the Indian Self- 
Determination and Education Assist-
ance Act (Pub. L. 93–638, as amended). 

(b) Indian forest land management 
activities undertaken by the Secretary 
shall be designed to achieve objectives 
enumerated in § 163.3 of this part. 

§ 163.11 Forest management planning 
and sustained yield management. 

(a) To further the objectives identi-
fied in § 163.3 of this part, an appro-
priate forest management plan shall be 
prepared and revised as needed for all 
Indian forest lands. Such documents 
shall contain a statement describing 
the manner in which the policies of the 
tribe and the Secretary will be applied, 
with a definite plan of silvicultural 
management, analysis of the short 
term and long term effects of the plan, 
and a program of action, including a 
harvest schedule, for a specified period 
in the future. Forest management 
plans shall be based on the principle of 
sustained yield management and objec-
tives established by the tribe and will 
require approval of the Secretary. 

(b) Forest management planning for 
Indian forest land shall be carried out 
through participation in the develop-
ment and implementation of inte-
grated resource management plans 
which provide coordination for the 
comprehensive management of all nat-
ural resources on Indian land. If the in-
tegrated resource management plan-
ning process has not been initiated, or 
is not ongoing or completed, a stand- 
alone forest management plan will be 
prepared. 

(c) The harvest of forest products 
from Indian forest land will be accom-
plished under the principles of sus-
tained yield management and will not 
be authorized until practical methods 
of harvest based on sound economic 
and silvicultural and other forest man-
agement principles have been pre-
scribed. Harvest schedules will be pre-
pared for a specified period of time and 
updated annually. Such schedules shall 
support the objectives of the beneficial 
land owners and the Secretary and 
shall be directed toward achieving an 
approximate balance between net 
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