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Bureau of Indian Affairs, Interior § 225.21 

or other payments required by the min-
erals agreement. 

Secretary means the Secretary of the 
Interior or an authorized representa-
tive, except that as used in § 225.22 (e) 
and (f) the authorized representative 
may only be the Assistant Secretary 
for Indian Affairs (25 U.S.C. 2103(d)). 

Solid minerals means all minerals ex-
cluding oil, gas, and geothermal re-
sources. 

Superintendent means the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs official in charge of an 
agency office. 

§ 225.4 Authority and responsibility of 
the Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM). 

The functions of the Bureau of Land 
Management are found in 43 CFR part 
3160—Onshore Oil and Gas Operations, 
43 CFR part 3180—Onshore Oil and Gas 
Unit Agreements: Unproven Areas, 43 
CFR part 3260—Geothermal Resources 
Operations, 43 CFR part 3280—Geo-
thermal Resources Unit Agreements: 
Unproven Areas, 43 CFR part 3480—Coal 
Exploration and Mining Operations, 
and 43 CFR part 3590—Solid Minerals 
(Other Than Coal) Exploration and 
Mining Operations. These functions in-
clude, but are not limited to, resource 
evaluation, approval of drilling per-
mits, approval of mining, reclamation, 
and production plans, mineral apprais-
als, inspection and enforcement, and 
production verification. These regula-
tions, as amended, apply to minerals 
agreements approved under this part. 

§ 225.5 Authority and responsibility of 
the Office of Surface Mining Rec-
lamation and Enforcement 
(OSMRE). 

The OSMRE is the regulatory au-
thority for surface coal mining and rec-
lamation operations on Indian lands 
pursuant to the Surface Mining Con-
trol and Reclamation Act of 1977 (30 
U.S.C. 1201 et seq.). The relevant regula-
tions for surface mining and reclama-
tion operations are found in 30 CFR 
part 750 and 25 CFR part 216. These reg-
ulations, as amended, apply to min-
erals agreements approved under this 
part. 

§ 225.6 Authority and responsibility of 
the Minerals Management Service 
(MMS). 

The functions of the MMS for report-
ing, accounting, and auditing are found 
in 30 CFR chapter II, subchapters A and 
C. These regulations, unless specifi-
cally stated otherwise in this part or in 
other regulations, apply to all minerals 
agreements approved under this part. 
To the extent the parties to a minerals 
agreement are able to provide reason-
able provisions satisfactorily address-
ing the issues or functions governed by 
the MMS regulations relating to valu-
ation of mineral product, method of 
payment, accounting procedures, and 
auditing procedures, the Secretary 
may approve alternate provisions in a 
minerals agreement. 

Subpart B—Minerals Agreements 

§ 225.20 Authority to contract. 
(a) Any Indian tribe, subject to the 

approval of the Secretary and any limi-
tation or provision contained in its 
constitution or charter, may enter into 
a minerals agreement with respect to 
mineral resources in which the tribe 
owns a beneficial or restricted interest. 

(b) Any individual Indian owning a 
beneficial or restricted interest in min-
eral resources may include those re-
sources in a tribal minerals agreement 
subject to the concurrence of the par-
ties and a finding by the Secretary 
that inclusion of the resources is in the 
best interest of the individual Indian 
mineral owner. 

§ 225.21 Negotiation procedures. 
(a) An Indian mineral owner that 

wishes to enter into a minerals agree-
ment may ask the Secretary for advice, 
assistance, and information during the 
negotiation process. The Secretary 
shall provide advice, assistance, and in-
formation to the extent allowed by 
available resources. 

(b) No particular form of minerals 
agreement is prescribed. In preparing 
the minerals agreement the Indian 
mineral owner shall, if applicable, ad-
dress provisions including, but not lim-
ited to, the following: 

(1) A general statement identifying 
the parties to the minerals agreement, 
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