
227 

The Office of Navajo and Hopi Indian Relocation § 700.145 

(b) Time for filing. All claims for a re-
location payment shall be filed with 
the Commission within sixty (60) days 
after the family occupies the replace-
ment home unless this time period is 
extended by the Commission. 

(c) Direct payment of claim. Relocation 
payments shall be made in accordance 
with the terms of the Relocation Con-
tracts and are not subject to claims of 
creditors or assignments. 

§ 700.143 Payments for divorced or 
separated relocatees. 

General. The following considerations 
apply to certified eligible heads of 
household who are legally separated or 
divorced and intend to establish sepa-
rate eligibility. 

(a) Determination of benefits. Eligi-
bility for relocation benefits is deter-
mined as of the time that the Reloca-
tion Contract is signed. 

(1) If the divorce or separation took 
place before benefits were first applied 
for, the spouse who vacated the habi-
tation will not be eligibile for benefits 
and all relocation benefits will accrue 
to the spouse remaining in occupancy 
as head of the household remaining to 
be relocated. 

(2) If both husband and wife are in 
possession of the habitation at the 
time that benefits are first applied for, 
and are divorced or separated prior to 
signing of a Relocation Contract, both 
husband and wife may qualify sepa-
rately for benefits if each meets the re-
quirements of eligibility under these 
regulations. 

(3) If both husband and wife are in 
possession of the habitation at the 
time a Relocation Contract is signed 
but are divorced or separated prior to 
occupancy of the replacement dwelling, 
only one benefit will be paid to the 
household. Such benefits (including the 
assistance payment, moving expenses 
and replacement dwelling benefit) and 
the purchase price of the habitation 
and improvements may be prorated be-
tween husband and wife in such man-
ner as they may agree in writing so 
long as such proration is consistent 
with the terms of the Relocation Con-
tract. Such proration may also be 
made by a court of competent jurisdic-
tion. In the absence of an agreement 
between the parties or a court order, 

any necessary prorations shall be made 
by the Commission. 

(b) For purposes of this section, a 
head of household shall be considered 
as married even though living apart 
from his or her spouse unless legally 
separated under a decree or separate 
maintenance. 

[47 FR 17988, Apr. 27, 1982] 

§ 700.145 Payments to estates. 

(a) Relocation benefits can be paid to 
the estate of a deceased Certified Eligi-
ble Head of Household under the fol-
lowing circumstances: 

(1) If there is no household requiring 
relocation pursuant to the Act sur-
viving the deceased head of household: 

(i) Compensation for the habitation 
and other improvements owned by the 
deceased head of household and the 
cost of removing personal property 
from the acquired habitation and other 
improvements shall be paid to the es-
tate of a deceased head of household, or 
as otherwise directed by a court of 
competent jurisdiction. 

(ii) No replacement housing benefit 
or assistance payment (bonus) shall be 
paid under this circumstance. 

(2) Replacement housing benefits 
may be paid to an estate only when a 
certified eligible head of household was 
qualified for such a housing payment 
pursuant to the Act and signed a Relo-
cation Contract but died before the re-
placement housing was occupied. The 
estate of a certified eligible head of 
household who had not signed a Relo-
cation Contract at the time of his/her 
death is not eligible for payment of a 
replacement housing benefit. 

(b) If one of a married couple who 
was a certified eligible head of house-
hold dies, the surviving spouse may be 
paid the same relocation assistance 
benefits, including replacement hous-
ing payments, which the couple would 
have received had death not occurred. 
If there is no surviving spouse, a court 
of competent jurisdiction may appoint 
a guardian to act for minor members of 
the household. The Commission shall 
deal with such guardian and any mem-
bers of the household who have at-
tained their majority in a manner to 
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