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forth in paragraph (e)(2) of this section) 
which are so quoted. Therefore, the bonds 
are not treated as readily tradable in an es-
tablished securities market. In addition, 
under the particular facts and circumstances 
stated, the bonds will not be considered to be 
in a form designed to render them readily 
tradable in an established securities market. 
The receipt of such bonds by the holder is 
not treated as a payment for purposes of sec-
tion 453(f)(4), notwithstanding that they are 
freely assignable. 

Example (2). On April 1, 1981, corporation M 
purchases in a casual sale of personal prop-
erty a fleet of trucks from corporation N in 
exchange for M’s negotiable notes, not in 
registered form and without coupons at-
tached. The M notes are comparable to ear-
lier notes issued by M, which notes are 
quoted in the Eastern Bond section of the 
National Daily Quotation Sheet, which is an 
interdealer quotation system. Both issues of 
notes are unsecured, held by more than 100 
holders, have a maturity date of more than 
5 years, and were issued for a comparable 
principal amount. On the basis of these simi-
lar characteristics it appears that the latest 
notes will also be readily tradable. Since an 
interdealer system reflects an over-the- 
counter market, the earlier notes are treated 
as readily tradable in an established securi-
ties market. Since the later notes are obliga-
tions comparable to the earlier ones, which 
are treated as readily tradable in an estab-
lished securities market, the later notes are 
also treated as readily tradable in an estab-
lished securities market (whether or not 
such notes are actually traded). 

(5) Special rule for convertible securi-
ties—(i) General rule. If an obligation 
contains a right whereby the holder of 
such obligation may convert it directly 
or indirectly into another obligation 
which would be treated as a payment 
under paragraph (e)(1) of this section or 
may convert it directly or indirectly 
into stock which would be treated as 
readily tradable or designed to be read-
ily tradable in an established securities 
market under paragraph (e)(4) of this 
section, the convertible obligation 
shall be considered to be in a form de-
signed to render such obligation read-
ily tradable in an established securities 
market unless such obligation is con-
vertible only at a substantial discount. 
In determining whether the stock or 
obligation into which an obligation is 
convertible is readily tradable or de-
signed to be readily tradable in an es-
tablished securities market, the rules 
stated in paragraph (e)(4) of this sec-
tion shall apply, and for purposes of 

such paragraph (e)(4) if such obligation 
is convertible into stock then the term 
‘‘stock’’ shall be substituted for the 
term ‘‘obligation’’ wherever it appears 
in such paragraph (e)(4). 

(ii) Substantial discount rule. Whether 
an obligation is convertible at a sub-
stantial discount depends upon the par-
ticular facts and circumstances. A sub-
stantial discount shall be considered to 
exist if at the time the convertible ob-
ligation is issued, the fair market 
value of the stock or obligation into 
which the obligation is convertible is 
less than 80 percent of the fair market 
value of the obligation (determined by 
taking into account all relevant fac-
tors, including proper discount to re-
flect the fact that the convertible obli-
gation is not readily tradable in an es-
tablished securities market and any 
additional consideration required to be 
paid by the taxpayer). Also, if a privi-
lege to convert an obligation into 
stock or an obligation which is readily 
tradable in an established securities 
market may not be exercised within a 
period of one year from the date the 
obligation is issued, a substantial dis-
count shall be considered to exist. 

(6) Effective date. The provisions of 
this paragraph (e) shall apply to sales 
or other dispositions occurring after 
May 27, 1969, which are not made pursu-
ant to a binding written contract en-
tered into on or before such date. No 
inference shall be drawn from this sec-
tion as to any questions of law con-
cerning the application of section 453 
to sales or other dispositions occurring 
on or before May 27, 1969. 

[T.D. 7768, 46 FR 10709, Feb. 4, 1981; 46 FR 
13688, Feb. 24, 1981; 46 FR 43036, Aug. 26, 1981, 
as amended by T.D. 7788, 46 FR 48920, Oct. 5, 
1981; T.D. 8535, 59 FR 18751, Apr. 20, 1994] 

§ 15a.453–2 Installment obligations re-
ceived as liquidating distribution. 
[Reserved] 
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