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26 CFR Ch. I (4–1–10 Edition) § 20.6071–1 

thereunder with respect to any tax im-
posed by Chapter 11 of the Code may be 
required to be verified by an oath. 

[T.D. 6600, 27 FR 4986, May 29, 1962] 

§ 20.6071–1 Time for filing preliminary 
notice required by § 20.6036–1. 

In the case of the estate of a decedent 
dying before January 1, 1971, if a duly 
qualified executor or administrator of 
the estate of such a decedent who was 
a resident or a citizen of the United 
States qualifies within 2 months after 
a decedent’s death, or if a duly quali-
fied executor or administrator of the 
estate of such a decedent who was a 
nonresident not a citizen qualifies 
within the United States within 2 
months after the decedent’s death, the 
preliminary notice required by 
§ 20.6036–1 must be filed within 2 
months after his qualification. If no 
such executor or administrator quali-
fies within that period, the preliminary 
notice must be filed within 2 months of 
the decedent’s death. 

[T.D. 7238, 37 FR 28721, Dec. 29, 1972] 

§ 20.6075–1 Returns; time for filing es-
tate tax return. 

The estate tax return required by 
section 6018 must be filed on or before 
the due date. The due date is the date 
on or before which the return is re-
quired to be filed in accordance with 
the provisions of section 6075(a) or the 
last day of the period covered by an ex-
tension of time as provided in § 20.6081– 
1. The due date, for a decedent dying 
after December 31, 1970, is, unless an 
extension of time for filing has been 
obtained, the day of the ninth calendar 
month after the decedent’s death nu-
merically corresponding to the day of 
the calendar month on which death oc-
curred. However, if there is no numeri-
cally corresponding day in the ninth 
month, the last day of the ninth month 
is the due date. For example, if the de-
cedent dies on July 31, 2000, the estate 
tax return and tax payment must be 
made on or before April 30, 2001. When 
the due date falls on Saturday, Sunday, 
or a legal holiday, the due date for fil-
ing the return is the next succeeding 
day that is not Saturday, Sunday, or a 
legal holiday. For the definition of a 
legal holiday, see section 7503 and 

§ 301.7503–1 of this chapter. As to addi-
tions to the tax in the case of failure to 
file the return or pay the tax within 
the prescribed time, see section 6651 
and § 301.6651–1 of this chapter. For 
rules with respect to the right to elect 
to have the property valued as of a 
date or dates subsequent to the dece-
dent’s death, see section 2032 and 
§ 20.2032–1, and section 7502 and 
§ 301.7502–1 of this chapter. This section 
applies to estates of decedents dying 
after August 16, 1954. 

[T.D. 8957, 66 FR 38546, July 25, 2001] 

§ 20.6081–1 Extension of time for filing 
the return. 

(a) Procedures for requesting an exten-
sion of time for filing the return. A re-
quest for an extension of time to file 
the return required by section 6018 
must be made by filing Form 4768, 
‘‘Application for Extension of Time To 
File a Return and/or Pay U.S. Estate 
(and Generation-Skipping Transfer) 
Taxes.’’ Form 4768 must be filed with 
the Internal Revenue Service office 
designated in the application’s instruc-
tions (except as provided in § 301.6091– 
1(b) of this chapter for hand-carried 
documents). Form 4768 must include an 
estimate of the amounts of estate and 
generation-skipping transfer tax liabil-
ities with respect to the estate. 

(b) Automatic extension. An estate will 
be allowed an automatic 6-month ex-
tension of time beyond the date pre-
scribed in section 6075(a) to file Form 
706, ‘‘United States Estate (and Gen-
eration-Skipping Transfer) Tax Re-
turn,’’ if Form 4768 is filed on or before 
the due date for filing Form 706 and in 
accordance with the procedures under 
paragraph (a) of this section. 

(c) Extension for good cause shown. In 
its discretion, the Internal Revenue 
Service may, upon the showing of good 
and sufficient cause, grant an exten-
sion of time to file the return required 
by section 6018 in certain situations. 
Such an extension may be granted to 
an estate that did not request an auto-
matic extension of time to file Form 
706 prior to the due date under para-
graph (b) of this section, to an estate 
or person that is required to file forms 
other than Form 706, or to an executor 
who is abroad and is requesting an ad-
ditional extension of time to file Form 
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