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disclosed that amount to the third party wit-
ness. 

Example 3. A special agent is conducting a 
criminal investigation of a taxpayer, a doc-
tor, for tax evasion. Notwithstanding the 
records provided by the taxpayer and the 
taxpayer’s bank, the special agent decided to 
obtain information from the taxpayer’s pa-
tients to verify amounts paid to the tax-
payer for his services. Accordingly, the spe-
cial agent sent letters to the taxpayer’s pa-
tients to verify these amounts. In the let-
ters, the agent disclosed that he was a spe-
cial agent with IRS–CI and that he was con-
ducting a criminal investigation of the tax-
payer. Section 6103(k)(6) permits these dis-
closures (including the special agent dis-
closing his affiliation with CI and the nature 
of the investigation) to confirm the tax-
payer’s income. The decision whether to 
verify information already obtained is a 
matter of investigative judgment and is not 
limited by section 6103(k)(6). 

Example 4. Corporation A requests a pri-
vate letter ruling (PLR) as to the tax con-
sequences of a planned transaction. Corpora-
tion A has represented that it is in compli-
ance with laws administered by Agency B 
that may relate to the tax consequences of 
the proposed transaction. Further informa-
tion is needed from Agency B relating to pos-
sible tax consequences. Under section 
6103(k)(6), the IRS may disclose Corporation 
A’s return information to Agency B to the 
extent necessary to obtain information from 
Agency B for the purpose of properly consid-
ering the tax consequences of the proposed 
transaction that is the subject of the PLR. 

(e) Effective date. This section is ap-
plicable on July 11, 2006. 

[T.D. 9274, 71 FR 38986, July 11, 2006, as 
amended by 71 FR 60827, Oct. 17, 2006; 71 FR 
61833, Oct. 19, 2006] 

§ 301.6103(k)(9)–1 Disclosure of returns 
and return information relating to 
payment of tax by credit card and 
debit card. 

Officers and employees of the Inter-
nal Revenue Service may disclose to 
card issuers, financial institutions, or 
other persons such return information 
as the Commissioner deems necessary 
in connection with processing credit 
card and debit card transactions to ef-
fectuate payment of tax as authorized 
by § 301.6311–2. Officers and employees 
of the Internal Revenue Service may 
disclose such return information to 
such persons as the Commissioner 
deems necessary in connection with 
billing or collection of the amounts 
charged or debited, including resolu-

tion of errors relating to the credit 
card or debit card account as described 
in § 301.6311–2(d). 

[T.D. 8969, 66 FR 64742, Dec. 14, 2001] 

§ 301.6103(l)–1 Disclosure of returns 
and return information for pur-
poses other than tax administra-
tion. 

(a) Definition. For purposes of apply-
ing the provisions of section 6103(l) of 
the Internal Revenue Code, the term 
agent includes a contractor. 

(b) Effective date. This section is ap-
plicable January 6, 2004. 

[T.D. 9111, 69 FR 507, Jan. 6, 2004] 

§ 301.6103(l)(2)–1 Disclosure of returns 
and return information to Pension 
Benefit Guaranty Corporation for 
purposes of research and studies. 

(a) General rule. Pursuant to the pro-
visions of section 6103(l)(2) of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code and subject to the re-
quirements of paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion, officers and employees of the In-
ternal Revenue Service may disclose 
returns and return information (as de-
fined by section 6103(b)) to officers and 
employees of the Pension Benefit Guar-
anty Corporation for purposes of, but 
only to the extent necessary in, con-
ducting research and studies author-
ized by title IV of the Employee Retire-
ment Income Security Act of 1974. 

(b) Procedures and restrictions. Disclo-
sure of returns or return information 
by officers or employees of the Service 
as provided by paragraph (a) of this 
section will be made only upon written 
request to the Commissioner of Inter-
nal Revenue by the Executive Director 
of the Pension Benefit Guaranty Cor-
poration describing the returns or re-
turn information to be disclosed, the 
taxable period or date to which such 
returns or return information relates, 
and the purpose for which the returns 
or return information is needed in the 
administration of title IV of the Em-
ployee Retirement Income Security 
Act of 1974, and designating by title the 
officers and employees of such corpora-
tion to whom such disclosure is author-
ized. No such officer or employee to 
whom returns or return information is 
disclosed pursuant to the provisions of 
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paragraph (a) shall disclose such re-
turns or return information to any per-
son, other than the taxpayer by whom 
the return was made or to whom the 
return information relates or other of-
ficers or employees of such corporation 
whose duties or responsibilities require 
such disclosure for a purpose described 
in paragraph (a), except in a form 
which cannot be associated with, or 
otherwise identify, directly or indi-
rectly, a particular taxpayer. 

(Secs. 6103 and 7805 of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1954 (90 Stat. 1667, 68A Stat. 917; 26 
U.S.C. 6103 and 7805)) 

[T.D. 7723, 45 FR 65570, Oct. 3, 1980] 

§ 301.6103(l)(2)–2 Disclosure of returns 
and return information to Depart-
ment of Labor for purposes of re-
search and studies. 

(a) General rule. Pursuant to the pro-
visions of section 6103(l)(2) of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code and subject to the re-
quirements of paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion, officers or employees of the Inter-
nal Revenue Service may disclose re-
turns and return information (as de-
fined by section 6103(b)) to officers and 
employees of the Department of Labor 
for purposes of, but only to the extent 
necessary in, conducting research and 
studies authorized by section 513 of the 
Employee Retirement Income Security 
Act of 1974. 

(b) Procedures and restrictions. Disclo-
sure of returns or return information 
by officers or employees of the Service 
as provided by paragraph (a) of this 
section will be made only upon written 
request to the Commissioner of Inter-
nal Revenue by the Administrator of 
the Pension and Welfare Benefit Pro-
grams of the Department of Labor de-
scribing the returns or return informa-
tion to be disclosed, the taxable period 
or date to which such returns or return 
information relates, and the purpose 
for which the returns or return infor-
mation is needed in the administration 
of title I of the Employee Retirement 
Income Security Act of 1974, and desig-
nating by title the officers and employ-
ees of such department to whom such 
disclosure is authorized. No such offi-
cer or employee to whom returns or re-
turn information is disclosed pursuant 
to the provisions of paragraph (a) shall 
disclose such returns or return infor-

mation to any person, other than the 
taxpayer by whom the return was made 
or to whom the return information re-
lates or other officers or employees of 
such department whose duties or re-
sponsibilities require such disclosure 
for a purpose described in paragraph 
(a), except in a form which cannot be 
associated with, or otherwise identify, 
directly or indirectly, a particular tax-
payer. 

(Secs. 6103 and 7805 of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1954 (90 Stat. 1667, 68A Stat. 917; 26 
U.S.C. 6103 and 7805)) 

[T.D. 7723, 45 FR 65571, Oct. 3, 1980] 

§ 301.6103(l)(2)–3 Disclosure to Depart-
ment of Labor and Pension Benefit 
Guaranty Corporation of certain re-
turns and return information. 

(a) Disclosures following general re-
quests. Pursuant to the provisions of 
section 6103(l)(2) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code and subject to the require-
ments of this paragraph, officers or em-
ployees of the Internal Revenue Serv-
ice may disclose the following returns 
and return information (as defined by 
section 6103(b)) to officers and employ-
ees of the Department of Labor or the 
Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation 
for purposes of, but only to the extent 
necessary in, the administration of 
title I or IV of the Employee Retire-
ment Income Security Act of 1974 
(hereinafter referred to in this section 
as the Act)— 

(1) Notification of receipt by the 
Service of an application by a par-
ticular taxpayer for a determination of 
whether a pension, profit-sharing, or 
stock bonus plan, a trust which is a 
part of such a plan, or an annuity or 
bond purchase plan meets the applica-
ble requirements of part I of sub-
chapter D of chapter 1 of the Code; 

(2) Notification that a particular ap-
plication described in subparagraph (1) 
of this paragraph alleges that certain 
employees may be excluded from par-
ticipation by reason of section 410(b)(2) 
(A) and (B) for the purpose of obtaining 
the finding necessary for the applica-
tion of such section; 

(3) An application by a particular 
taxpayer for a determination of wheth-
er a pension, profit-sharing, or stock 
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