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permit to ship, Form 487B, must be ob-
tained from the Secretary as provided 
in §§ 26.115 and 26.116. 

[T.D. 6551, 26 FR 1490, Feb. 22, 1961. Redesig-
nated at 40 FR 16835, Apr. 15, 1975, and fur-
ther redesignated and amended by T.D. ATF– 
459, 66 FR 38550, 38552, July 25, 2001] 

§ 26.115 Application, Form 487B. 
Application for permit to ship to the 

United States liquors and articles of 
Puerto Rican manufacture on which all 
taxes have been paid or deferred as pre-
scribed in this subpart shall be made 
by the shipper on Form 487B, in sex-
tuple. Each Form 487B will be given a 
serial number, by the applicant, begin-
ning with ‘‘1’’ for the first day of Janu-
ary of each year and running consecu-
tively thereafter to December 31, inclu-
sive. This serial number will be 
prefixed by the last two digits of the 
calendar year, e.g. ‘‘61–1.’’ All copies of 
the form shall be delivered to the rev-
enue agent for execution of his certifi-
cation thereon and forwarding of all 
copies to the Secretary within suffi-
cient time to allow for the issuance of 
the permit and customs inspection as 
provided in § 26.116. 

[T.D. 6551, 26 FR 1490, Feb. 22, 1961. Redesig-
nated at 40 FR 16835, Apr. 15, 1975, and fur-
ther redesignated and amended by T.D. ATF– 
459, 66 FR 38550, 38552, July 25, 2001] 

§ 26.116 Issuance of permit, Form 
487B, and customs inspection. 

If the application has been properly 
executed and the Secretary, or his dele-
gate, finds that all internal revenue 
taxes imposed under 26 U.S.C. 7652(a), 
have been computed under the provi-
sions of this part and have been paid 
or, pursuant to a sufficient bond, have 
been deferred under the applicable pro-
visions of this part, he will execute his 
permit on all copies thereof, retain one 
copy of the form, return two copies to 
the shipper, and send three copies to 
the district director of customs in 
Puerto Rico. The shipper will submit 
the two copies of the Form 487B to the 
district director of customs at least six 
hours prior to the intended lading of 
the merchandise. The district director 
of customs will then inspect the mer-
chandise covered by the Form 487B 
after which he will execute his certifi-
cate on each copy of Form 487B indi-

cating all exceptions. If discrepancies 
appear indicating differences between 
the quantity covered by Form 487B and 
the quantity actually contained in the 
shipment or the improper tax payment 
of the merchandise, he will withhold 
release of the shipment and notify the 
Secretary of such discrepancies. There-
upon, such discrepancies must be cor-
rected in the shipping documents and 
additional tax paid, if required, prior to 
release of the merchandise. The dis-
trict director of customs, upon release 
of the merchandise for shipment, will 
retain one copy of the Form 487B, re-
turn two copies to the shipper, and 
send two copies to the district director 
of customs at the port of arrival in the 
United States, one of which should be 
mailed and the other dispatched on the 
vessel concerned for the guidance of 
the appropriate TTB officer who will 
handle the cargo. After the shipment 
has been cleared by the district direc-
tor of customs in Puerto Rico, the 
shipper shall retain one copy of the 
Form 487B and send one copy thereof, 
with other shipping documents, to the 
district director of customs at the port 
of arrival. 

[20 FR 6077, Aug. 20, 1955, as amended by T.D. 
7006, 34 FR 2249, Feb. 15, 1969. Redesignated 
at 40 FR 16835, Apr. 15, 1975] 

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-
tations affecting § 26.116, see the List of CFR 
Sections Affected, which appears in the 
Finding Aids section of the printed volume 
and on GPO Access. 

PROCEDURE AT PORT OF ARRIVAL 

§ 26.117 Action by carrier. 

The carrier of the merchandise speci-
fied on the Form 487B shall, at the 
time of unlading at the port of arrival 
in the United States, segregate and ar-
range the cases of liquors or articles 
for convenient customs examination 
and will assume any expense incurred 
in connection therewith. 

§ 26.118 Inspection by district director 
of customs at port of arrival. 

On receipt of properly executed Form 
487B from the shipper and the copies of 
Form 487B from the district director of 
customs in Puerto Rico, the district di-
rector of customs at the port of arrival 
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shall inspect the merchandise to deter-
mine whether the quantity specified on 
the Form 487B is contained in the ship-
ment. He will then execute his certifi-
cate on each copy of Form 487B re-
ceived and indicate thereon any excep-
tions found at the time of discharge. 
The statement of exceptions should 
show the serial number of each case or 
other shipping container which sus-
tained a loss, the quantity of liquor re-
ported shipped in such container and 
the quantity lost. Losses occurring as 
the result of missing bottles, cases, or 
other containers should be listed sepa-
rately from empty containers and con-
tainers which have sustained losses due 
to breakage. Where the statement is 
made on the basis of bottles missing or 
lost due to other cause, the number 
and size of bottles lost should be 
shown. If the district director of cus-
toms finds that the full amount of the 
taxes due has not been paid, he will re-
quire the difference due to be paid 
prior to release of the merchandise in 
accordance with the applicable provi-
sions of this part. When the proper in-
spection of the merchandise has been 
effected, and any additional taxes 
found to be due on the liquors or arti-
cles collected, the merchandise will be 
released. 

[20 FR 6077, Aug. 20, 1955, as amended by T.D. 
7006, 34 FR 2249, Feb. 15, 1969. Redesignated 
at 40 FR 16835, Apr. 15, 1975. T.D. ATF–451, 66 
FR 21669, May 1, 2001] 

§ 26.119 Disposition of forms by dis-
trict director of customs. 

Two copies of the Form 487B will be 
forwarded to the appropriate TTB offi-
cer, and one copy of the form will be 
retained by the district director of cus-
toms and be available for inspection by 
appropriate TTB officers. 

[ T.D. ATF–451, 66 FR 21669, May 1, 2001] 

Subpart F—Liquors and Articles 
Purchased by Tourists in Puer-
to Rico 

§ 26.125 Taxable. 

When liquors and articles subject to 
tax are brought into the United States 
by tourists, the tax thereon shall be 
paid as provided in this subpart. 

§ 26.126 Taxpayment in Puerto Rico. 
Liquors upon which all Federal inter-

nal revenue taxes have been paid in 
Puerto Rico may be brought into the 
United States for personal consump-
tion without payment of additional 
taxes. When distilled spirits, wines, or 
beer are purchased by a tourist for con-
sumption in the United States, the in-
ternal revenue tax due may be paid to 
the appropriate TTB officer, and an 
TTB receipt obtained, or the tax may 
be paid to the U.S. Customs authori-
ties, who will issue a customs receipt. 
The tax on articles purchased by tour-
ists may be paid in the same manner. 
The receipt received from the appro-
priate TTB officer or from the customs 
officer shall be presented, as required, 
as evidence that the tax has been paid. 

(Sec. 201, Pub. L. 85–859, 72 Stat. 1335, as 
amended, 1358, as amended (26 U.S.C. 5061, 
5205)) 

[T.D. ATF–206, 50 FR 23954, June 7, 1985, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–251, 52 FR 19339, May 
22, 1987] 

§ 26.128 Taxpayment at port of arrival. 
If the internal revenue tax on liquors 

and articles is not paid in Puerto Rico, 
it shall be paid by the tourist at the 
port of arrival prior to release of the 
liquors or articles from customs cus-
tody. The tax may be paid to an appro-
priate TTB officer, and an TTB receipt 
obtained, or the tax may be paid to the 
director of customs, who will issue a 
customs receipt. If payment is to be 
made to an appropriate TTB officer, 
the director of customs will notify the 
appropriate TTB officer of the amount 
of tax due. On payment of the tax to 
the director of customs, or on submis-
sion of the TTB receipt for the tax, the 
director of customs will release the liq-
uors or articles. 

[T.D. ATF–251, 52 FR 19339, May 22, 1987, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–451, 66 FR 21669, May 
1, 2001] 

Subpart G—Closures for Distilled 
Spirits From Puerto Rico 

§ 26.135 Containers of distilled spirits 
to bear closures. 

Containers of 1 gallon (3.785 liters) or 
less of distilled spirits, upon which all 
Federal internal revenue taxes have 
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