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Subpart |—Restrictions Relating to
Purchases of Distilled Spirits

31.141 TUnlawful purchases of distilled spir-
its.

Subpart J—Records and Reports

WHOLESALE DEALERS’ RECORDS AND REPORTS

31.151 General requirements as to distilled
spirits.

31.152 Requirements as to wines and beer.

31.153 Records to be kept by States, polit-
ical subdivisions of States, or the Dis-
trict of Columbia.

31.154 Records to be kept by alcohol bev-
erage producers, processors, and bonded
warehousemen.

31.1565 Records of receipt.

31.156 Records of disposition.

31.157 Canceled or corrected records.

31.158 Previously prescribed or approved
records of receipt and disposition.

31.159 Variations in format or preparation
of records.

31.160 Monthly summary report.

31.161 Conversion between metric and U.S.
units.

31.162 Discontinuance of business.

31.163 Requirements when a wholesale deal-
er in liquors maintains a retail depart-
ment.

FILING OF WHOLESALE DEALER’S RECORDS AND
REPORTS

31.171 Method of filing.
31.172 Place of filing.

RETAIL DEALER’S RECORDS

31.181 Requirements for retail dealers.

RETENTION OF RECORDS AND FILES

31.191 Period of retention.
31.192 Photographic copies of records.

Subpart K—Reuse and Possession of Used
Liquor Bottles

31.201 Refilling of liquor bottles.

31.202 Possession of refilled liquor bottles.
31.203 Possession of used liquor bottles.
31.204 Mixed cocktails.

Subpart L—Packaging of Alcohol for
Industrial Uses

31.211 Requirements and procedure.
31.212 Labeling.

Subpart M—Distilled Spirits for Export With
Benefit of Drawback

31.221 General.
31.223 Records and reports.
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Subpart N—Miscellaneous

31.231 Destruction of marks and brands on
wine containers.

31.232 Wine bottling.

31.233 Mixing cocktails in advance of sale.

31.234 Liability for special (occupational)
tax.

AUTHORITY: 26 U.S.C. 5001, 5002, 5121, 5122—
5124, 5131, 5132, 5206, 5207, 5273, 5301, 5352, 5555,
5603, 5613, 5681, 5687, 6061, 6065, 6071, 6091, 6103,
6109, 6723, 6724, 7805.

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: By T.D. TTB-T79, 74
FR 37407, July 28, 2009, part 31 was revised,
effective July 28, 2009 through July 30, 2012.

§31.0 Scope.

This part contains the requirements
relating to the registration of whole-
sale and retail dealers in liquors and in
beer and to the operations of such deal-
ers, including recordkeeping require-
ments, prescribed under title 26 of the
United States Code. This part also con-
tains provisions relating to entry of
dealers’ premises and inspection of
their records by TTB officers.

Subpart A—General Provisions

§31.1 Definitions.

As used in this part, the following
terms shall have the meanings indi-
cated unless either the context in
which they are used requires a dif-
ferent meaning, or a different defini-
tion is prescribed for a particular sub-
part, section, or portion of this part:

Administrator. The Administrator, Al-
cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bu-
reau, Department of the Treasury,
Washington, DC.

Appropriate TTB officer. An officer or
employee of the Alcohol and Tobacco
Tax and Trade Bureau (TTB) author-
ized to perform any functions relating
to the administration or enforcement
of this part by TTB Order 1135.31, Dele-
gation of the Administrator’s Authori-
ties in 27 CFR Part 31, Alcohol Bev-
erage Dealers.

Beer. Beer, ale, porter, stout, and
other similar fermented beverages (in-
cluding sake or similar products) of
any name or description containing
one-half of 1 percent or more of alcohol
by volume, brewed or produced from
malt, wholly or in part, or from any
substitute therefor.
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Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau, Treasury

Beverage use or use for beverage pur-
poses. Use as an alcohol beverage.

Bonded wine cellar. An establishment
qualified under this chapter for the
production, blending, cellar treatment,
storage, bottling, and packaging or re-
packaging of untaxpaid wine.

Brewery. An establishment qualified
under this chapter for the production
of beer.

CFR. The Code of Federal Regula-
tions.

Dealer. Any person who sells, or of-
fers for sale, any distilled spirits,
wines, or beer.

Denatured spirits or denatured alcohol.
Spirits to which denaturants have been
added as prescribed under this chapter.

Distilled spirits or spirits. That sub-
stance known as ethyl alcohol, eth-
anol, or spirits of wine in any form, in-
cluding all dilutions and mixtures
thereof, from whatever source or by
whatever process produced.

Distilled spirits plant. An establish-
ment qualified under part 19 of this
chapter for the production, storage, or
processing of distilled spirits.

Gallon or wine gallon. A United States
gallon of liquid measure equivalent to
the volume of 231 cubic inches.

Liquor bottle. A bottle made of glass
or earthenware, or of other suitable
material approved by the Food and
Drug Administration, which has been
designed or is intended for use as a con-
tainer for distilled spirits for sale for
beverage purposes and which has been
determined by the appropriate TTB of-
ficer to adequately protect the rev-
enue.

Liquors.
beer.

Liter. A metric unit of capacity equal
to 1,000 cubic centimeters of alcoholic
beverage, and equivalent to 33.814 fluid
ounces.

Person. An individual, trust, estate,
partnership, association or other unin-
corporated organization, fiduciary,
company, or corporation, the District
of Columbia, or a State or a political
subdivision thereof (including a city,
county, or other municipality).

Place or place of business. The entire
office, plant, or area of the business in
any one location under the same pro-
prietorship; and passageways, streets,
highways, rail crossings, waterways, or

Distilled spirits, wines, or
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partitions dividing the premises shall
not be deemed a separation for the pur-
poses of this part, if the various divi-
sions are otherwise contiguous.

Reclaim. To grind up a liquor bottle
or container and use the ground up ma-
terial to make products other than lig-
uor bottles or containers.

Recycle. To grind up a liquor bottle or
container and use the ground up mate-
rial to make new liquor bottles or con-
tainers.

Sale at retail or retail sale. Sale of lig-
uors to a person other than a dealer.

Sale at wholesale or wholesale sale.
Sale of liquors to a dealer.

This chapter. Chapter I of title 27 of
the Code of Federal Regulations.

U.S.C. The United States Code.

Wine. When used without qualifica-
tion, the term includes every Kkind
(class and type) of product produced on
bonded wine premises from grapes,
other fruit (including berries), or other
suitable agricultural products and con-
taining not more than 24 percent of al-
cohol by volume. The term includes all
imitation, other than standard, or arti-
ficial wine and compounds sold as wine.
A wine product containing less than
one-half of one percent alcohol by vol-
ume is not taxable as wine when re-
moved from the bonded wine premises.

(26 U.S.C. 5002, 5041, 5052, 7805)

§31.2 Territorial extent.

The provisions of this part shall be
applicable in the several States of the
United States and the District of Co-
lumbia.

§31.3 Basic permit requirements.

Every person, except an agency of a
State or political subdivision thereof,
who intends to engage in the business
of purchasing distilled spirits, wines, or
beer for sale to other dealers for non-
industrial use, or to engage in the busi-
ness of importing distilled spirits,
wines, or beer for nonindustrial use, is
required under part 1 of this chapter to
obtain a basic permit authorizing such
person to engage in such business.

§31.4 Relation to State and municipal
law.

Compliance with the requirements of
this part shall not be held to exempt
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