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the seizure, forfeiture, and sale, and 
the Director or his delegate pays to the 
petitioner, out of the proper appropria-
tion, an amount equal to the balance, 
if any, of the selling price after deduc-
tion of all costs incident to the seizure, 
forfeiture, or sale: Provided, That if the 
amount of such balance exceeds the 
amount of the equity of the petitioner, 
only the latter amount is paid to the 
petitioner. 

[T.D. ATF–9, 39 FR 9954, Mar. 15, 1974, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–183, 49 FR 37061, Sept. 
21, 1984] 

§ 72.41 Re-appraisal of property in-
volved in an allowed petition. 

In determining the nature and extent 
of the relief to be afforded a petitioner 
pursuant to allowance of his petition, 
the value of the property or carrier in-
volved in the allowed petition shall be 
considered to mean the value placed on 
said property or carrier pursuant to of-
ficial appraisal thereof immediately 
following seizure: Provided, however, 
That if the petitioner desires an up-to- 
date re-appraisal made of the property 
or carrier, after notification as to the 
terms of allowance of the petition, and 
makes written request therefor, under-
taking in said request to pay, or to be 
liable for, the total costs of such re-ap-
praisal, the property or carrier shall be 
re-appraised officially in the same 
manner in which the original appraisal 
was made, and the terms and condi-
tions of allowance shall stand modified 
to the extent required by such re-ap-
praisal. 

Subpart E—Appraiser’s Fees 

§ 72.51 Rate of compensation. 

Each appraiser selected under 
§ 72.22(a)(2) shall receive compensation 
at a reasonable fee not to exceed $15.00 
per hour or portion thereof for the per-
formance of his or her duties in ap-
praising property seized as subject to 
forfeiture under Title 26 U.S.C. 

(Act of Aug. 16, 1954, Ch. 736, 68A Stat. 870, as 
amended; 26 U.S.C. 7325) 

[T.D. ATF–8, 46 FR 18536, Mar. 25, 1981] 

Subpart F—Administrative Sale or 
Disposition of Personal Property 

§ 72.61 Alternative methods of sale. 

(a) Sale by auction or competitive bid. 
When personal property or a carrier. 
When personal property or a carrier 
forfeited administratively may be sold, 
the Director or his delegate shall cause 
a notice of sale to be placed in a news-
paper of general circulation published 
in the judicial district wherein the sei-
zure was made. The sale shall not occur 
in less than 10 days from the date of 
the publication of the notice. At the 
discretion of the Director or his dele-
gate based upon which method in his 
sound judgment is most advantageous 
to the best interests of the United 
States, the forfeited personal property 
or carrier may be advertised for sale, 
and sold, at public auction to the high-
est bidder on open, competitive bids, or 
to the highest bidder on sealed, com-
petitive bids. 

(b) Sale by General Services Administra-
tion. When a vessel, vehicle, or aircraft 
seized under 49 U.S.C. App., Chapter 11 
is forfeited administratively, the Di-
rector may authorize the General Serv-
ices Administration to conduct the sale 
pursuant to such conditions as the Di-
rector deems proper. 

(68A Stat. 870, as amended; 26 U.S.C. 7325) 

[T.D. ATF–9, 39 FR 9954, Mar. 15, 1974, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–183, 49 FR 37061, Sept. 
21, 1984; T.D. ATF–241, 51 FR 39613, Oct. 29, 
1986; T.D. ATF–270, 53 FR 10489, Mar. 31, 1988] 

§ 72.62 All bids on unit basis. 

All competitive bids, whether sealed 
or otherwise, shall be on a unit basis, 
i.e. if a number of forfeited auto-
mobiles are advertised for sale at the 
same date, hour and place, whether or 
not in the same notice of sale, there 
shall be a separate, individual bid re-
quired as to each automobile, and it 
shall not be permissible to accept one 
blanket bid to cover the entire group of 
cars offered for sale. 

§ 72.63 Conditions of sale. 

(a) No recourse. All personal property 
and carriers to be sold shall be offered 
for sale ‘‘as is’’ and without recourse 
against the United States. 
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(b) No guarantee. No guarantee or 
warranty, expressed or implied, shall 
be given or understood in respect of 
any forfeited property or carrier of-
fered for sale. 

(c) No sale. (1) The United States re-
serves the right to reject any and all 
bids received at public auction and in 
sealed, competitive bid sales. 

(2) When ‘‘no sale’’ is declared for 
property other than cigars, cigarettes, 
and cigarette papers and tubes, the Di-
rector or his delegate shall re-advertise 
the property for sale. 

(3) When ‘‘no sale’’ is declared for ci-
gars, cigarettes, or cigarette papers or 
tubes, such property shall be destroyed 
or, if fit for human consumption, be 
given to a Federal or State hospital or 
institution. 

(d) One bid. When only one bid is re-
ceived for a single unit of property or a 
carrier offered at public auction or in a 
sealed, competitive bid sale, such bid 
shall be considered to be and treated as 
the highest bid received for that prop-
erty or carrier. 

[T.D. ATF–9, 39 FR 9954, Mar. 15, 1974, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–183, 49 FR 37061, Sept. 
21, 1984] 

§ 72.64 Terms of sale. 

The terms of sale shall be cash, cash-
ier’s check, certified check, or postal 
money order, in the amount of the ac-
cepted bid. 

§ 72.65 Sale of forfeited tobacco prod-
ucts and cigarette papers and 
tubes. 

All tobacco products and cigarette 
papers and tubes forfeited under the in-
ternal revenue laws shall be sold at a 
price which will include the tax due 
and payable on those forfeited articles. 
Written, timely notice shall be given 
by the Director or his delegate to the 
manufacturer of any such forfeited ar-
ticles offered for sale. 

[T.D. ATF–9, 39 FR 9954, Mar. 15, 1974, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–65, 45 FR 8593, Feb. 8, 
1980; T.D. ATF–183, 49 FR 37061, Sept. 21, 1984] 

§ 72.66 Purchaser entitled to bill of 
sale. 

Each purchaser of administratively 
forfeited property, including carriers, 
shall be entitled to receive a suitable 

and authentic bill of sale on a form to 
be provided for the purpose. 

§ 72.67 Sale on open, competitive bids. 

If the personal property or carrier is 
to be sold at public auction to the 
highest bidder on open, competitive 
bids, the notice of sale shall so specify, 
and state the date, hour, and place of 
sale. 

§ 72.68 Sale on sealed, competitive 
bids. 

If the property or carrier is to be sold 
to the highest bidder on sealed, com-
petitive bids, the notice of sale shall so 
specify, and shall state the date, hour, 
and place of sale, and the date, hour, 
and place before the sale when and 
where the property, including carriers, 
may be viewed by prospective sealed 
bidders, and necessary information ob-
tained. All sealed bids must be filed 
with the Director or his delegate before 
the sale. No bids will be accepted after 
the sale starts. At the appointed date, 
hour, and place of sale, all sealed bids 
timely filed shall be opened in the pres-
ence of all bidders attending the sale, 
who shall have the privilege of inspect-
ing the bids if they so desire. 

[T.D. ATF–9, 39 FR 9954, Mar. 15, 1974, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–183, 49 FR 37061, Sept. 
21, 1984] 

§ 72.69 Alternative disposition of 
seized carriers. 

(a) State or local proceedings. The Di-
rector may discontinue forfeiture pro-
ceedings instituted under the Customs 
laws for seizures of carriers under 49 
U.S.C. App., Chapter 11 in favor of the 
institution of forfeiture proceedings by 
State or local authorities under an ap-
propriate State or local statute. If such 
forfeiture proceedings are discontinued 
or dismissed, the Director may transfer 
the seized property to the appropriate 
State or local official, and notice of 
discontinuance or dismissal shall be 
provided to all known interested par-
ties. 

(b) Transfer to State or local law en-
forcement agency. Any carrier forfeited 
under the Customs laws for seizures 
under 49 U.S.C. App., Chapter 11 may be 
transferred by the Director to any 
State or local law enforcement agency 
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