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Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Justice § 478.32 

§ 478.31 Delivery by common or con-
tract carrier. 

(a) No person shall knowingly deliver 
or cause to be delivered to any common 
or contract carrier for transportation 
or shipment in interstate or foreign 
commerce to any person other than a 
licensed importer, licensed manufac-
turer, licensed dealer, or licensed col-
lector, any package or other container 
in which there is any firearm or ammu-
nition without written notice to the 
carrier that such firearm or ammuni-
tion is being transported or shipped: 
Provided, That any passenger who owns 
or legally possesses a firearm or am-
munition being transported aboard any 
common or contract carrier for move-
ment with the passenger in interstate 
or foreign commerce may deliver said 
firearm or ammunition into the cus-
tody of the pilot, captain, conductor or 
operator of such common or contract 
carrier for the duration of that trip 
without violating any provision of this 
part. 

(b) No common or contract carrier 
shall require or cause any label, tag, or 
other written notice to be placed on 
the outside of any package, luggage, or 
other container indicating that such 
package, luggage, or other container 
contains a firearm. 

(c) No common or contract carrier 
shall transport or deliver in interstate 
or foreign commerce any firearm or 
ammunition with knowledge or reason-
able cause to believe that the ship-
ment, transportation, or receipt there-
of would be in violation of any provi-
sion of this part: Provided, however, 
That the provisions of this paragraph 
shall not apply in respect to the trans-
portation of firearms or ammunition in 
in-bond shipment under Customs laws 
and regulations. 

(d) No common or contract carrier 
shall knowingly deliver in interstate or 
foreign commerce any firearm without 
obtaining written acknowledgement of 
receipt from the recipient of the pack-
age or other container in which there 
is a firearm: Provided, That this para-
graph shall not apply with respect to 
the return of a firearm to a passenger 

who places firearms in the carrier’s 
custody for the duration of the trip. 

[33 FR 18555, Dec. 14, 1968. Redesignated at 40 
FR 16385, Apr. 15, 1975, and amended by T.D. 
ATF–354, 59 FR 7112, Feb. 14, 1994; T.D. ATF– 
361, 60 FR 10786, Feb. 27, 1995] 

§ 478.32 Prohibited shipment, trans-
portation, possession, or receipt of 
firearms and ammunition by cer-
tain persons. 

(a) No person may ship or transport 
any firearm or ammunition in inter-
state or foreign commerce, or receive 
any firearm or ammunition which has 
been shipped or transported in inter-
state or foreign commerce, or possess 
any firearm or ammunition in or af-
fecting commerce, who: 

(1) Has been convicted in any court of 
a crime punishable by imprisonment 
for a term exceeding 1 year, 

(2) Is a fugitive from justice, 
(3) Is an unlawful user of or addicted 

to any controlled substance (as defined 
in section 102 of the Controlled Sub-
stances Act, 21 U.S.C. 802), 

(4) Has been adjudicated as a mental 
defective or has been committed to a 
mental institution, 

(5) Being an alien— 
(i) Is illegally or unlawfully in the 

United States; or 
(ii) Except as provided in paragraph 

(f) of this section, is a nonimmigrant 
alien: Provided, That the provisions of 
this paragraph (a)(5)(ii) do not apply to 
any nonimmigrant alien if that alien 
is- 

(A) Admitted to the United States for 
lawful hunting or sporting purposes or 
is in possession of a hunting license or 
permit lawfully issued in the United 
States; 

(B) An official representative of a 
foreign government who is either ac-
credited to the United States Govern-
ment or the Government’s mission to 
an international organization having 
its headquarters in the United States 
or is en route to or from another coun-
try to which that alien is accredited. 
This exception only applies if the fire-
arm or ammunition is shipped, trans-
ported, possessed, or received in the 
representative’s official capacity; 

(C) An official of a foreign govern-
ment or a distinguished foreign visitor 
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