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nonphysical evidence and legal argu-
ments as he may wish to provide. 

[73 FR 76536, Dec. 17, 2008] 

§ 32.53 Review. 
(a) Upon the filing of the approval 

(under subpart E of this part) of a 
claim, the Director shall review the 
same. 

(b) The Director may review— 
(1) Any claim denial made under sub-

part E of this part; and 
(2) Any claim approval made under 

the Act, at 42 U.S.C. 3796c–1 or Public 
Law 107–37. 

(c) Unless the Director judges that it 
would be unnecessary, the PSOB Office 
shall serve notice upon the claimant 
(and upon any other claimant who may 
have filed a claim with respect to the 
same public safety officer) of the initi-
ation of a review under paragraph (a) 
or (b) of this section. Unless the Direc-
tor judges that it would be unneces-
sary, such notice shall— 

(1) Indicate the principal factual 
findings or legal conclusions at issue; 
and 

(2) Offer a reasonable opportunity for 
filing of evidence or legal arguments. 

§ 32.54 Director determination. 
(a) Upon the Director’s approving or 

denying a claim, the PSOB Office shall 
serve notice of the same simulta-
neously upon the claimant (and upon 
any other claimant who may have filed 
a claim with respect to the same public 
safety officer), and upon any Hearing 
Officer who made a determination with 
respect to the claim. In the event of a 
denial, such notice shall— 

(1) Specify the factual findings and 
legal conclusions that support it; and 

(2) Provide information as to judicial 
appeals (for the claimant or claim-
ants). 

(b) Upon a claimant’s failure (with-
out reasonable justification or excuse) 
to pursue in timely fashion the deter-
mination of his claim pursuant to his 
filed Director appeal, the Director 
may, at his discretion, deem the same 
to be abandoned, as though never filed. 
Not less than thirty-three days prior 
thereto, the PSOB Office shall serve 
the claimant with notice of the Direc-
tor’s intention to exercise such discre-
tion. 

(c) With respect to any claim before 
him, the Director, as appropriate, 
may— 

(1) Remand the same to the PSOB Of-
fice, or to a Hearing Officer; 

(2) Vacate any related determination 
under this part; or 

(3) Refer any related matters to a 
Hearing Officer (as a special master), 
to recommend factual findings and dis-
positions in connection therewith. 

[73 FR 76536, Dec. 17, 2008] 

§ 32.55 Judicial appeal. 
(a) Consistent with § 32.8, any ap-

proval or denial described in § 32.54(a) 
shall constitute the final agency deter-
mination. 

(b) A claimant seeking relief from 
the denial of his claim may appeal ju-
dicially pursuant to the Act, at 42 
U.S.C. 3796c–2. 

[73 FR 76536, Dec. 17, 2008] 
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Subpart A—Criminal Justice Block 
Grants 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

§ 33.1 General. 
This subpart defines eligibility cri-

teria and sets forth requirements for 
application for and administration of 
block grants by state and local govern-
ments. 

[50 FR 22990, May 30, 1985, as amended at 63 
FR 50761, Sept. 23, 1998] 

§ 33.2 Statutory authority. 
The statutory authority for the regu-

lations is the Omnibus Crime Control 
and Safe Streets Act of 1968, 42 U.S.C. 
3701, et. seq., as amended (Pub. L. 90– 
351, as amended by Pub. L. 93–83, Pub. 
L. 93–415, Pub. L. 94–430, Pub. L. 94–503, 
Pub. L. 95–115, Pub. L. 96–157, and Pub. 
L. 98–473) (hereinafter referred to as the 
Justice Assistance Act of 1984 or the 
Act). 

§ 33.3 OMB approval of information 
collection requirements. 

The information collection require-
ments in this subpart A have been ap-
proved by the Office of Management 
and Budget under control no. 1121–0113. 

[50 FR 22990, May 30, 1985, as amended at 63 
FR 50761, Sept. 23, 1998] 

ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS 

§ 33.10 State government. 

All states are eligible to apply for 
and receive block grants. Section 404 of 
the Act. State, as defined in the stat-
ute, means any state of the United 
States and includes the District of Co-
lumbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico, and the Virgin Islands. Section 
901(a)(2) of the Act. 

§ 33.11 Units of local government. 

(a) Units of local government are eli-
gible to receive subgrants from a par-
ticipating state. Unit of local govern-
ment means any city, county, town-
ship, borough, parish, village, or other 
general purpose political subdivision of 
a state and includes Indian tribes 
which perform law enforcement func-
tions as determined by the Secretary of 
the Interior. Section 901(a)(3) of the 
Act. 

(b) If the Bureau determines, during 
any fiscal year, that a portion of the 
funds allocated to a state will not be 
required, or that a state will be unable 
to qualify and receive funds, or that a 
state chooses not to participate in the 
program, then the Bureau shall award 
the funds allocated to the state di-
rectly to urban, rural, and suburban 
units of local government or combina-
tions thereof within the state, giving 
priority to those jurisdictions with the 
greatest need. Section 407(d) of the Act. 

§ 33.12 Establishment of State Office. 

(a) Section 408(a) of the Act provides 
that the chief executive of each par-
ticipating state shall designate a State 
Office for the purposes of: 

(1) Preparing an application to obtain 
funds; and 

(2) Administering funds received 
from the Bureau of Justice Assistance, 
including receipt, review, processing, 
monitoring, progress and financial re-
port review, technical assistance, grant 
adjustments, accounting, auditing, and 
fund disbursements. 

(b) An office or agency performing 
other functions within the state’s exec-
utive branch may be designated as the 
State Office. Section 408(b) of the Act. 
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