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29 CFR Ch. XVII (7–1–10 Edition) § 1952.10 

(b) Actions taken by the Assistant 
Secretary with respect to such applica-
tion for a variance, such as interim or-
ders, with respect thereto, the grant-
ing, denying, or issuing any modifica-
tion or extension thereof, will be 
deemed prospectively an authoritative 
interpretation of the employer or em-
ployers’ compliance obligations with 
regard to the State standard, or por-
tion thereof, identical to the Federal 
standard, or portion thereof, affected 
by the action in the employment or 
places of employment covered by the 
application. 

(c) Nothing herein shall affect the op-
tion of an employer or employers seek-
ing a temporary or permanent variance 
with applicability to employment or 
places of employment in more than one 
State to apply for such variance either 
to the Assistant Secretary or the indi-
vidual State agencies involved. How-
ever, the filing with, as well as grant-
ing, denial, modification, or revocation 
of a variance request or interim order 
by, either authority (Federal or State) 
shall preclude any further substantive 
consideration of such application on 
the same material facts for the same 
employment or place of employment 
by the other authority. 

(d) Nothing herein shall affect either 
Federal or State authority and obliga-
tions to cite for noncompliance with 
standards in employment or places of 
employment where no interim order, 
variance, or modification or extension 
thereof, granted under State or Federal 
law applies, or to cite for noncompli-
ance with such Federal or State vari-
ance action. 

[40 FR 25450, June 16, 1975] 

§ 1952.10 Requirements for approval of 
State posters. 

(a)(1) In order to inform employees of 
their protections and obligations under 
applicable State law, of the issues not 
covered by State law, and of the con-
tinuing availability of Federal moni-
toring under section 18(f) of the Act, 
States with approved plans shall de-
velop and require employers to post a 
State poster meeting the requirements 
set out in paragraph (a)(5) of this sec-
tion. 

(2) Such poster shall be substituted 
for the Federal poster under section 

8(c)(1) of the Act and § 1903.2 of this 
chapter where the State attains oper-
ational status for the enforcement of 
State standards as defined in § 1954.3(b) 
of this chapter. 

(3) Where a State has distributed its 
poster and has enabling legislation as 
defined in § 1954.3(b)(1) of this chapter 
but becomes nonoperational under the 
provisions of § 1954.3(f)(1) of this chap-
ter because of failure to be at least as 
effective as the Federal program, the 
approved State poster may, at the dis-
cretion of the Assistant Secretary, con-
tinue to be substituted for the Federal 
poster in accordance with paragraph 
(a)(2) of this section. 

(4) A State may, for good cause 
shown, request, under 29 CFR part 1953, 
approval of an alternative to a State 
poster for informing employees of their 
protections and obligations under the 
State plans, provided such alternative 
is consistent with the Act, 29 CFR 
1902.4(c)(2)(iv) and applicable State law. 
In order to qualify as a substitute for 
the Federal poster under this para-
graph, such alternative must be shown 
to be at least as effective as the Fed-
eral poster requirements in informing 
employees of their protections and ob-
ligations and address the items listed 
in paragraph (a)(5) of this section. 

(5) In developing the poster, the 
State shall address but not be limited 
to the following items: 

(i) Responsibilities of the State, em-
ployers and employees; 

(ii) The right of employees or their 
representatives to request workplace 
inspections; 

(iii) The right of employees making 
such requests to remain anonymous; 

(iv) The right of employees to par-
ticipate in inspections; 

(v) Provisions for prompt notice to 
employers and employees when alleged 
violations occur; 

(vi) Protection for employees against 
discharge or discrimination for the ex-
ercise of their rights under Federal and 
State law; 

(vii) Sanctions; 
(viii) A means of obtaining further 

information on State law and stand-
ards and the address of the State agen-
cy; 

(ix) The right to file complaints with 
the Occupational Safety and Health 
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Occupational Safety and Health Admin., Labor § 1952.11 

Administration about State program 
administration; 

(x) A list of the issues as defined in 
§ 1902.2(c) of this chapter which will not 
be covered by State plan; 

(xi) The address of the Regional Of-
fice of the Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration; and 

(xii) Such additional employee pro-
tection provisions and obligations 
under State law as may have been in-
cluded in the approved State plan. 

(b) Posting of the State poster shall 
be recognized as compliance with the 
posting requirements in section 8(c)(1) 
of the Act and § 1903.2 of this chapter, 
provided that the poster has been ap-
proved in accordance with subpart B of 
part 1953. Continued Federal recogni-
tion of the State poster is also subject 
to pertinent findings of effectiveness 
with regard to the State program 
under 29 CFR part 1954. 

[39 FR 39036, Nov. 5, 1974] 

§ 1952.11 State and local government 
employee programs. 

(a) Each approved State plan must 
contain satisfactory assurances that 
the State will, to the extent permitted 
by its law, establish and maintain an 
effective and comprehensive occupa-
tional safety and health program appli-
cable to all employees of public agen-
cies of the State and its political sub-
divisions which program is as effective 
as the standards contained in an ap-
proved plan. 

(b) This criteria for approved State 
plans is interpreted to require the fol-
lowing elements with regard to cov-
erage, standards, and enforcement: 

(1) Coverage. The program must cover 
all public employees over which the 
State has legislative authority under 
its constitution. ‘‘To the extent per-
mitted by its law,’’ specifically recog-
nizes the situation where local govern-
ments exclusively control their own 
employees, such as under certain 
‘‘home rule’’ charters. 

(2) Standards. The program must be 
as effective as the standards contained 
in the approved plan applicable to pri-
vate employers. Thus, the same cri-
teria and indices of standards effective-
ness contained in §§ 1902.3(c) and 1902.4 
(a) and (b) of this chapter would apply 
to the public employee program. Where 

hazards are unique to public employ-
ment, all appropriate indices of effec-
tiveness, such as those dealing with 
temporary emergency standards, devel-
opment of standards, employee infor-
mation, variances, and protective 
equipment, would be applicable to 
standards for such hazards. 

(3) Enforcement. Although section 
18(c)(6) of the Act requires State public 
employee programs to be ‘‘as effective 
as standards’’ contained in the State 
plan, minimum enforcement elements 
are required to ensure an ‘‘effective 
and comprehensive’’ public employee 
program as follows: (See notice of ap-
proval of the North Carolina Plan, 38 
FR 3041). 

(i) Regular inspections of workplaces, 
including inspections in response to 
valid employee complaints; 

(ii) A means for employees to bring 
possible violations to the attention of 
inspectors; 

(iii) Notification to employees, or 
their representatives, of decisions that 
no violations are found as a result of 
complaints by such employees or their 
representatives, and informal review of 
such decisions; 

(iv) A means of informing employees 
of their protections and obligations 
under the Act; 

(v) Protection for employees against 
discharge of discrimination because of 
the exercise of rights under the Act; 

(vi) Employee access to information 
on their exposure to toxic materials or 
harmful physical agents and prompt 
notification to employees when they 
have been or are being exposed to such 
materials or agents at concentrations 
or levels above those specified by the 
applicable standards; 

(vii) Procedures for the prompt re-
straint or elimination of imminent 
danger situations; 

(viii) A means of promptly notifying 
employers and employees when an al-
leged violation has occurred, including 
the proposed abatement requirements; 

(ix) A means of establishing time-
tables for the correction of violations; 

(x) A program for encouraging vol-
untary compliance; and 

(xi) Such other additional enforce-
ment provisions under State law as 
may have been included in the State 
plan. 
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