
354 

Title 3—The President 

1. The executive branch will take appropriate and timely steps, when-
ever practicable, to inform the Congress of its constitutional concerns 
about pending legislation. Such communication should facilitate the ef-
forts of the executive branch and the Congress to work together to ad-
dress these concerns during the legislative process, thus minimizing the 
number of occasions on which I am presented with an enrolled bill that 
may require a signing statement. 

2. Because legislation enacted by the Congress comes with a presumption 
of constitutionality, I will strive to avoid the conclusion that any part of 
an enrolled bill is unconstitutional. In exercising my responsibility to de-
termine whether a provision of an enrolled bill is unconstitutional, I will 
act with caution and restraint, based only on interpretations of the Con-
stitution that are well-founded. 

3. To promote transparency and accountability, I will ensure that signing 
statements identify my constitutional concerns about a statutory provi-
sion with sufficient specificity to make clear the nature and basis of the 
constitutional objection. 

4. I will announce in signing statements that I will construe a statutory 
provision in a manner that avoids a constitutional problem only if that 
construction is a legitimate one. 

To ensure that all signing statements previously issued are followed only 
when consistent with these principles, executive branch departments and 
agencies are directed to seek the advice of the Attorney General before rely-
ing on signing statements issued prior to the date of this memorandum as 
the basis for disregarding, or otherwise refusing to comply with, any provi-
sion of a statute. 

This memorandum is not intended to, and does not, create any right or 
benefit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any 
party against the United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, its of-
ficers, employees, or agents, or any other person. 

This memorandum shall be published in the Federal Register. 

BARACK OBAMA 

THE WHITE HOUSE, 
Washington, March 9, 2009. 

Memorandum of March 9, 2009 

Scientific Integrity 

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive Departments and Agencies 
Science and the scientific process must inform and guide decisions of my 
Administration on a wide range of issues, including improvement of public 
health, protection of the environment, increased efficiency in the use of en-
ergy and other resources, mitigation of the threat of climate change, and 
protection of national security. 
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The public must be able to trust the science and scientific process inform-
ing public policy decisions. Political officials should not suppress or alter 
scientific or technological findings and conclusions. If scientific and tech-
nological information is developed and used by the Federal Government, 
it should ordinarily be made available to the public. To the extent per-
mitted by law, there should be transparency in the preparation, identifica-
tion, and use of scientific and technological information in policymaking. 
The selection of scientists and technology professionals for positions in the 
executive branch should be based on their scientific and technological 
knowledge, credentials, experience, and integrity. 

By this memorandum, I assign to the Director of the Office of Science and 
Technology Policy (Director) the responsibility for ensuring the highest 
level of integrity in all aspects of the executive branch’s involvement with 
scientific and technological processes. The Director shall confer, as appro-
priate, with the heads of executive departments and agencies, including the 
Office of Management and Budget and offices and agencies within the Ex-
ecutive Office of the President (collectively, the ‘‘agencies’’), and rec-
ommend a plan to achieve that goal throughout the executive branch. 

Specifically, I direct the following: 
1. Within 120 days from the date of this memorandum, the Director shall 
develop recommendations for Presidential action designed to guarantee 
scientific integrity throughout the executive branch, based on the fol-
lowing principles: 

(a) The selection and retention of candidates for science and tech-
nology positions in the executive branch should be based on the can-
didate’s knowledge, credentials, experience, and integrity; 
(b) Each agency should have appropriate rules and procedures to en-
sure the integrity of the scientific process within the agency; 
(c) When scientific or technological information is considered in pol-
icy decisions, the information should be subject to well-established 
scientific processes, including peer review where appropriate, and 
each agency should appropriately and accurately reflect that informa-
tion in complying with and applying relevant statutory standards; 
(d) Except for information that is properly restricted from disclosure 
under procedures established in accordance with statute, regulation, 
Executive Order, or Presidential Memorandum, each agency should 
make available to the public the scientific or technological findings or 
conclusions considered or relied on in policy decisions; 
(e) Each agency should have in place procedures to identify and ad-
dress instances in which the scientific process or the integrity of sci-
entific and technological information may be compromised; and 
(f) Each agency should adopt such additional procedures, including 
any appropriate whistleblower protections, as are necessary to ensure 
the integrity of scientific and technological information and processes 
on which the agency relies in its decisionmaking or otherwise uses or 
prepares. 

2. Each agency shall make available any and all information deemed by 
the Director to be necessary to inform the Director in making rec-
ommendations to the President as requested by this memorandum. Each 
agency shall coordinate with the Director in the development of any in-
terim procedures deemed necessary to ensure the integrity of scientific 
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decisionmaking pending the Director’s recommendations called for by 
this memorandum. 

3. (a) Executive departments and agencies shall carry out the provisions 
of this memorandum to the extent permitted by law and consistent with 
their statutory and regulatory authorities and their enforcement mecha-
nisms. 

(b) Nothing in this memorandum shall be construed to impair or other-
wise affect: 

(i) authority granted by law to an executive department, agency, or 
the head thereof; or 
(ii) functions of the Director of the Office of Management and Budg-
et relating to budgetary, administrative, or legislative proposals. 

(c) This memorandum is not intended to, and does not, create any 
right or benefit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in eq-
uity, by any party against the United States, its departments, agencies, 
or entities, its officers, employees, or agents, or any other person. 

4. The Director is hereby authorized and directed to publish this memo-
randum in the Federal Register. 

BARACK OBAMA 

THE WHITE HOUSE, 
Washington, March 9, 2009. 

Presidential Determination No. 2009–16 of March 11, 2009 

Unexpected Urgent Refugee and Migration Needs Related to 
the Continuing Conflict in Pakistan 

Memorandum for the Secretary of State 
By the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States, including section 2(c)(1) of the Migration and Refugee As-
sistance Act of 1962 (the ‘‘Act’’), as amended (22 U.S.C. 2601), I hereby de-
termine, pursuant to section 2(c)(1) of the Act, that it is important to the 
national interest to furnish assistance under the Act in an amount not to 
exceed $8 million from the United States Emergency Refugee and Migration 
Assistance Fund for the purpose of meeting unexpected and urgent refugee 
and migration needs, including by contributions to international, govern-
mental, and nongovernmental organizations and payment of administrative 
expenses of the Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration of the De-
partment of State. 

You are authorized and directed to publish this memorandum in the Fed-
eral Register. 

BARACK OBAMA 
THE WHITE HOUSE, 
Washington, March 11, 2009. 
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