§ 57.4262
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§ 57.4262 Underground
transformer
stations, combustible liquid storage
and dispensing areas, pump rooms,
compressor rooms, and hoist rooms.
Transformer stations, storage and
dispensing areas for combustible liquids, pump rooms, compressor rooms,
and hoist rooms shall be provided with
fire protection of a type, size, and
quantity that can extinguish fires of
any class in their early stages which
could occur as a result of the hazards
present.
§ 57.4263 Underground belt conveyors.
Fire protection shall be provided at
the head, tail, drive, and take-up pulleys of underground belt conveyors.
Provisions shall be made for extinguishing fires along the beltline. Fire
protection shall be of a type, size, and
quantity that can extinguish fires of
any class in their early stages which
could occur as a result of the fire hazards present.
FIREFIGHTING PROCEDURES/ALARMS/
DRILLS
§ 57.4330 Surface firefighting, evacuation, and rescue procedures.
(a) Mine operators shall establish
emergency firefighting, evacuation,
and rescue procedures for the surface
portions of their operations. These procedures shall be coordinated in advance
with available firefighting organizations.
(b) Fire alarm procedures or systems
shall be established to promptly warn
every person who could be endangered
by a fire.
(c) Fire alarm systems shall be maintained in operable condition.
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§ 57.4331 Surface firefighting drills.
Emergency firefighting drills shall be
held at least once every six months for
persons assigned surface firefighting
responsibilities by the mine operator.
§ 57.4360 Underground alarm systems.
(a) Fire alarm systems capable of
promptly warning every person underground, except as provided in paragraph (b), shall be provided and maintained in operating condition.
(b) If persons are assigned to work
areas beyond the warning capabilities

of the system, provisions shall be made
to alert them in a manner to provide
for their safe evacuation in the event
of a fire.
§ 57.4361 Underground
evacuation
drills.
(a) At least once every six months,
mine evacuation drills shall be held to
assess the ability of all persons underground to reach the surface or other
designated points of safety within the
time limits of the self-rescue devices
that would be used during an actual
emergency.
(b) The evacuation drills shall—
(1) Be held for each shift at some
time other than a shift change and involve all persons underground;
(2) Involve activation of the fire
alarm system; and
(3) Include evacuation of all persons
from their work areas to the surface or
to
designated
central
evacuation
points.
(c) At the completion of each drill,
the mine operator shall certify the
date and the time the evacuation began
and ended. Certifications shall be retained for at least one year after each
drill.
§ 57.4362 Underground rescue and firefighting operations.
Following evacuation of a mine in a
fire emergency, only persons wearing
and trained in the use of mine rescue
apparatus shall participate in rescue
and firefighting operations in advance
of the fresh air base.
§ 57.4363 Underground evacuation instruction.
(a) At least once every twelve
months, all persons who work underground shall be instructed in the escape and evacuation plans and procedures and fire warning signals in effect
at the mine.
(b) Whenever a change is made in escape and evacuation plans and procedures for any area of the mine, all persons affected shall be instructed in the
new plans or procedures.
(c) Whenever persons are assigned to
work in areas other than their regularly assigned areas, they shall be instructed about the escapeway for that
area at the time of such assignment.
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