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those involved with national security 
or defense; and 

(e) Does not cause undue or serious 
harm or damage to the human, marine, 
or coastal environment. 

§ 250.203 Where can wells be located 
under an EP, DPP, or DOCD? 

The Regional Supervisor reviews and 
approves proposed well location and 
spacing under an EP, DPP, or DOCD. In 
deciding whether to approve a proposed 
well location and spacing, the Regional 
Supervisor will consider factors includ-
ing, but not limited to, the following: 

(a) Protecting correlative rights; 
(b) Protecting Federal royalty inter-

ests; 
(c) Recovering optimum resources; 
(d) Number of wells that can be eco-

nomically drilled for proper reservoir 
management; 

(e) Location of drilling units and 
platforms; 

(f) Extent and thickness of the res-
ervoir; 

(g) Geologic and other reservoir char-
acteristics; 

(h) Minimizing environmental risk; 
(i) Preventing unreasonable inter-

ference with other uses of the OCS; and 
(j) Drilling of unnecessary wells. 

§ 250.204 How must I protect the rights 
of the Federal government? 

(a) To protect the rights of the Fed-
eral government, you must either: 

(1) Drill and produce the wells that 
the Regional Supervisor determines are 
necessary to protect the Federal gov-
ernment from loss due to production on 
other leases or units or from adjacent 
lands under the jurisdiction of other 
entities (e.g., State and foreign govern-
ments); or 

(2) Pay a sum that the Regional Su-
pervisor determines as adequate to 
compensate the Federal government 
for your failure to drill and produce 
any well. 

(b) Payment under paragraph (a)(2) of 
this section may constitute production 
in paying quantities for the purpose of 
extending the lease term. 

(c) You must complete and produce 
any penetrated hydrocarbon-bearing 
zone that the Regional Supervisor de-
termines is necessary to conform to 
sound conservation practices. 

§ 250.205 Are there special require-
ments if my well affects an adjacent 
property? 

For wells that could intersect or 
drain an adjacent property, the Re-
gional Supervisor may require special 
measures to protect the rights of the 
Federal government and objecting les-
sees or operators of adjacent leases or 
units. 

§ 250.206 How do I submit the EP, 
DPP, or DOCD? 

(a) Number of copies. When you submit 
an EP, DPP, or DOCD to MMS, you 
must provide: 

(1) Four copies that contain all re-
quired information (proprietary cop-
ies); 

(2) Eight copies for public distribu-
tion (public information copies) that 
omit information that you assert is ex-
empt from disclosure under the Free-
dom of Information Act (FOIA) (5 
U.S.C. 552) and the implementing regu-
lations (43 CFR part 2); and 

(3) Any additional copies that may be 
necessary to facilitate review of the 
EP, DPP, or DOCD by certain affected 
States and other reviewing entities. 

(b) Electronic submission. You may 
submit part or all of your EP, DPP, or 
DOCD and its accompanying informa-
tion electronically. If you prefer to 
submit your EP, DPP, or DOCD elec-
tronically, ask the Regional Supervisor 
for further guidance. 

(c) Withdrawal after submission. You 
may withdraw your proposed EP, DPP, 
or DOCD at any time for any reason. 
Notify the appropriate MMS OCS Re-
gion if you do. 

ANCILLARY ACTIVITIES 

§ 250.207 What ancillary activities may 
I conduct? 

Before or after you submit an EP, 
DPP, or DOCD to MMS, you may elect, 
the regulations in this part may re-
quire, or the Regional Supervisor may 
direct you to conduct ancillary activi-
ties. Ancillary activities include: 

(a) Geological and geophysical (G&G) 
explorations and development G&G ac-
tivities; 
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(b) Geological and high-resolution 
geophysical, geotechnical, archae-
ological, biological, physical oceano-
graphic, meteorological, socio-
economic, or other surveys; or 

(c) Studies that model potential oil 
and hazardous substance spills, drilling 
muds and cuttings discharges, pro-
jected air emissions, or potential hy-
drogen sulfide (H2S) releases. 

§ 250.208 If I conduct ancillary activi-
ties, what notices must I provide? 

At least 30 calendar days before you 
conduct any G&G exploration or devel-
opment G&G activity (see § 250.207(a)), 
you must notify the Regional Super-
visor in writing. 

(a) When you prepare the notice, you 
must: 

(1) Sign and date the notice; 
(2) Provide the names of the vessel, 

its operator, and the person(s) in 
charge; the specific type(s) of oper-
ations you will conduct; and the in-
strumentation/techniques and vessel 
navigation system you will use; 

(3) Provide expected start and com-
pletion dates and the location of the 
activity; and 

(4) Describe the potential adverse en-
vironmental effects of the proposed ac-
tivity and any mitigation to eliminate 
or minimize these effects on the ma-
rine, coastal, and human environment. 

(b) The Regional Supervisor may re-
quire you to: 

(1) Give written notice to MMS at 
least 15 calendar days before you con-
duct any other ancillary activity (see 
§ 250.207(b) and (c)) in addition to those 
listed in § 250.207(a); and 

(2) Notify other users of the OCS be-
fore you conduct any ancillary activ-
ity. 

§ 250.209 What is the MMS review 
process for the notice? 

The Regional Supervisor will review 
any notice required under § 250.208(a) 
and (b)(1) to ensure that your ancillary 
activity complies with the performance 
standards listed in § 250.202(a), (b), (d), 
and (e). The Regional Supervisor may 
notify you that your ancillary activity 
does not comply with those standards. 
In such a case, the Regional Supervisor 
will require you to submit an EP, DPP, 
or DOCD and you may not start your 

ancillary activity until the Regional 
Supervisor approves the EP, DPP, or 
DOCD. 

§ 250.210 If I conduct ancillary activi-
ties, what reporting and data/infor-
mation retention requirements 
must I satisfy? 

(a) Reporting. The Regional Super-
visor may require you to prepare and 
submit reports that summarize and 
analyze data or information obtained 
or derived from your ancillary activi-
ties. When applicable, MMS will pro-
tect and disclose the data and informa-
tion in these reports in accordance 
with § 250.197(b). 

(b) Data and information retention. 
You must retain copies of all original 
data and information, including navi-
gation data, obtained or derived from 
your G&G explorations and develop-
ment G&G activities (see § 250.207(a)), 
including any such data and informa-
tion you obtained from previous lease-
holders or unit operators. You must 
submit such data and information to 
MMS for inspection and possible reten-
tion upon request at any time before 
lease or unit termination. When appli-
cable, MMS will protect and disclose 
such submitted data and information 
in accordance with § 250.197(b). 

[70 FR 51501, Aug. 30, 2005, as amended at 72 
FR 25200, May 4, 2007] 

CONTENTS OF EXPLORATION PLANS (EP) 

§ 250.211 What must the EP include? 
Your EP must include the following: 
(a) Description, objectives, and sched-

ule. A description, discussion of the ob-
jectives, and tentative schedule (from 
start to completion) of the exploration 
activities that you propose to under-
take. Examples of exploration activi-
ties include exploration drilling, well 
test flaring, installing a well protec-
tion structure, and temporary well 
abandonment. 

(b) Location. A map showing the sur-
face location and water depth of each 
proposed well and the locations of all 
associated drilling unit anchors. 

(c) Drilling unit. A description of the 
drilling unit and associated equipment 
you will use to conduct your proposed 
exploration activities, including a brief 
description of its important safety and 
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