Minerals Management Service, Interior

§ 254.46

(h) The Regional Supervisor may require changes in the frequency or location of the required exercises, equipment to be deployed and operated, or
deployment procedures or strategies.
The Regional Supervisor may evaluate
the results of the exercises and advise
the owner or operator of any needed
changes in response equipment, procedures, or strategies.
(i) Compliance with the National
Preparedness for Response Exercise
Program (PREP) Guidelines will satisfy the exercise requirements of this
section. Copies of the PREP document
may be obtained from the Regional Supervisor.

performance data measured during actual spills or test data gathered according to the provisions of § 254.45 (b) and
(c).

§ 254.43 Maintenance and periodic inspection of response equipment.
(a) You must ensure that the response equipment listed in your response plan is inspected at least
monthly and is maintained, as necessary, to ensure optimal performance.
(b) You must ensure that records of
the inspections and the maintenance
activities are kept for at least 2 years
and are made available to any authorized MMS representative upon request.
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§ 254.44 Calculating response equipment effective daily recovery capacities.
(a) You are required by § 254.26(d)(1)
to calculate the effective daily recovery capacity of the response equipment
identified in your response plan that
you would use to contain and recover
your worst case discharge. You must
calculate the effective daily recovery
capacity of the equipment by multiplying
the
manufacturer’s
rated
throughput capacity over a 24-hour period by 20 percent. This 20 percent efficiency factor takes into account the
limitations of the recovery operations
due to available daylight, sea state,
temperature, viscosity, and emulsification of the oil being recovered. You
must use this calculated rate to determine if you have sufficient recovery
capacity to respond to your worst case
discharge scenario.
(b) If you want to use a different efficiency factor for specific oil recovery
devices, you must submit evidence to
substantiate that efficiency factor.
Adequate evidence includes verified

§ 254.45 Verifying the capabilities of
your response equipment.
(a) The Regional Supervisor may require performance testing of any spillresponse equipment listed in your response plan to verify its capabilities if
the equipment:
(1) Has been modified;
(2) Has been damaged and repaired; or
(3) Has a claimed effective daily recovery capacity that is inconsistent
with data otherwise available to MMS.
(b) You must conduct any required
performance testing of booms in accordance with MMS-approved test criteria. You may use the document ‘‘Test
Protocol for the Evaluation of Oil-Spill
Containment Booms,’’ available from
MMS, for guidance. Performance testing of skimmers also must be conducted in accordance with MMS approved test criteria. You may use the
document ‘‘Suggested Test Protocol for
the Evaluation of Oil Spill Skimmers
for the OCS,’’ available from MMS, for
guidance.
(c) You are responsible for any required testing of equipment performance and for the accuracy of the information submitted.
§ 254.46 Whom do I notify if an oil spill
occurs?
(a) You must immediately notify the
National Response Center (1–800–424–
8802) if you observe:
(1) An oil spill from your facility;
(2) An oil spill from another offshore
facility; or
(3) An offshore spill of unknown origin.
(b) In the event of a spill of 1 barrel
or more from your facility, you must
orally notify the Regional Supervisor
without delay. You also must report
spills from your facility of unknown
size but thought to be 1 barrel or more.
(1) If a spill from your facility not
originally reported to the Regional Supervisor is subsequently found to be 1
barrel or more, you must then report it
without delay.
(2) You must file a written followup
report for any spill from your facility
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of 1 barrel or more. The Regional Supervisor must receive this confirmation within 15 days after the spillage
has been stopped. All reports must include the cause, location, volume, and
remedial action taken. Reports of
spills of more than 50 barrels must include information on the sea state, meteorological conditions, and the size
and appearance of the slick. The Regional Supervisor may require additional information if it is determined
that an analysis of the response is necessary.
(c) If you observe a spill resulting
from operations at another offshore facility, you must immediately notify
the responsible party and the Regional
Supervisor.
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§ 254.47 Determining the volume of oil
of your worst case discharge scenario.
You must calculate the volume of oil
of your worst case discharge scenario
as follows:
(a) For an oil production platform facility, the size of your worst case discharge scenario is the sum of the following:
(1) The maximum capacity of all oil
storage tanks and flow lines on the facility. Flow line volume may be estimated; and
(2) The volume of oil calculated to
leak from a break in any pipelines connected to the facility considering shutdown time, the effect of hydrostatic
pressure, gravity, frictional wall forces
and other factors; and
(3) The daily production volume from
an uncontrolled blowout of the highest
capacity well associated with the facility. In determining the daily discharge
rate, you must consider reservoir characteristics, casing/production tubing
sizes, and historical production and
reservoir pressure data. Your scenario
must discuss how to respond to this
well flowing for 30 days as required by
§ 254.26(d)(1).
(b) For exploratory or development
drilling operations, the size of your
worst case discharge scenario is the
daily volume possible from an uncontrolled blowout. In determining the
daily discharge rate, you must consider
any known reservoir characteristics. If
reservoir characteristics are unknown,

you must consider the characteristics
of any analog reservoirs from the area
and give an explanation for the selection of the reservoir(s) used. Your scenario must discuss how to respond to
this well flowing for 30 days as required
by § 254.26(d)(1).
(c) For a pipeline facility, the size of
your worst case discharge scenario is
the volume possible from a pipeline
break. You must calculate this volume
as follows:
(1) Add the pipeline system leak detection time to the shutdown response
time.
(2) Multiply the time calculated in
paragraph (c)(1) of this section by the
highest measured oil flow rate over the
preceding 12-month period. For new
pipelines, you should use the predicted
oil flow rate in the calculation.
(3) Add to the volume calculated in
paragraph (c)(2) of this section the
total volume of oil that would leak
from the pipeline after it is shut in.
Calculate this volume by taking into
account the effects of hydrostatic pressure, gravity, frictional wall forces,
length of pipeline segment, tie-ins with
other pipelines, and other factors.
(d) If your facility which stores, handles, transfers, processes, or transports
oil does not fall into the categories
listed in paragraph (a), (b), or (c) of
this section, contact the Regional Supervisor for instructions on the calculation of the volume of your worst
case discharge scenario.

Subpart D—Oil-Spill Response Requirements for Facilities Located in State Waters Seaward of the Coast Line
§ 254.50 Spill response plans for facilities located in State waters seaward
of the coast line.
Owners or operators of facilities located in State waters seaward of the
coast line must submit a spill-response
plan to MMS for approval. You may
choose one of three methods to comply
with this requirement. The three methods are described in §§ 254.51, 254.52, and
254.53.
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