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§ 285.633 How do I comply with my 
COP? 

(a) Based on MMS’s environmental 
and technical reviews, we will specify 
terms and conditions to be incor-
porated into your COP. 

(b) You must submit a certification 
of compliance annually (or other fre-
quency as determined by MMS) with 
certain terms and conditions of your 
COP that MMS identifies. Together 
with your certification, you must sub-
mit: 

(1) Summary reports that show com-
pliance with the terms and conditions 
which require certification; and 

(2) A statement identifying and de-
scribing any mitigation measures and 
monitoring methods, and their effec-
tiveness. If you identified measures 
that were not effective, then you must 
make recommendations for new miti-
gation measures or monitoring meth-
ods. 

(c) As provided at § 285.105(i), MMS 
may require you to submit any sup-
porting data and information. 

§ 285.634 What activities require a re-
vision to my COP, and when will 
MMS approve the revision? 

(a) You must notify MMS in writing 
before conducting any activities not 
described in your approved COP, de-
scribing in detail the type of activities 
you propose to conduct. We will deter-
mine whether the activities you pro-
pose are authorized by your existing 
COP or require a revision to your COP. 
We may request additional information 
from you, if necessary, to make this 
determination. 

(b) The MMS will periodically review 
the activities conducted under an ap-
proved COP. The frequency and extent 
of the review will be based on the sig-
nificance of any changes in available 
information, and on onshore or off-
shore conditions affecting, or affected 
by, the activities conducted under your 
COP. If the review indicates that the 
COP should be revised to meet the re-
quirement of this part, we will require 
you to submit the needed revisions. 

(c) Activities for which a proposed re-
vision to your COP will likely be nec-
essary include: 

(1) Activities not described in your 
approved COP; 

(2) Modifications to the size or type 
of facility or equipment you will use; 

(3) Change in the surface location of 
a facility or structure; 

(4) Addition of a facility or structure 
not described in your approved COP; 

(5) Change in the location of your on-
shore support base from one State to 
another or to a new base requiring ex-
pansion; 

(6) Changes in the location of bottom 
disturbances (anchors, chains, etc.) by 
500 feet (152 meters) or greater from the 
approved locations (e.g., if a specific 
anchor pattern was approved as a miti-
gation measure to avoid contact with 
bottom features, any change in the 
proposed bottom disturbances would 
likely trigger the need for a revision); 

(7) Structural failure of one or more 
facilities; or 

(8) Change in any other activity spec-
ified by MMS. 

(d) We may begin the appropriate 
NEPA analysis and relevant consulta-
tions when we determine that a pro-
posed revision could: 

(1) Result in a significant change in 
the impacts previously identified and 
evaluated; 

(2) Require any additional Federal 
authorizations; or 

(3) Involve activities not previously 
identified and evaluated. 

(e) When you propose a revision, we 
may approve the revision if we deter-
mine that the revision is: 

(1) Designed not to cause undue harm 
or damage to natural resources; life 
(including human and wildlife); prop-
erty; the marine, coastal, or human en-
vironment; or sites, structures, or ob-
jects of historical or archaeological 
significance; and 

(2) Otherwise consistent with the pro-
visions of subsection 8(p) of the OCS 
Lands Act. 

§ 285.635 What must I do if I cease ac-
tivities approved in my COP before 
the end of my commercial lease? 

You must notify the MMS, within 5 
business days, any time you cease com-
mercial operations, without an ap-
proved suspension, under your ap-
proved COP. If you cease commercial 
operations for an indefinite period 
which extends longer than 6 months, 
we may cancel your lease under 
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§ 285.437, and you must initiate the de-
commissioning process, as set forth in 
subpart I of this part. 

§ 285.636 What notices must I provide 
MMS following approval of my 
COP? 

You must notify MMS in writing of 
the following events, within the time 
periods provided: 

(a) No later than 30 days after com-
mencing activities associated with the 
placement of facilities on the lease 
area under a Fabrication and Installa-
tion Report. 

(b) No later than 30 days after com-
pletion of construction and installation 
activities under a Fabrication and In-
stallation Report. 

(c) At least 7 days before com-
mencing commercial operations. 

§ 285.637 When may I commence com-
mercial operations on my commer-
cial lease? 

If you are conducting activities on 
your lease that: 

(a) Do not require a FERC license 
(i.e., wind), then you may commence 
commercial operations 30 days after 
the CVA or project engineer has sub-
mitted to MMS the final Fabrication 
and Installation Report for the fabrica-
tion and installation review, as pro-
vided in § 285.708. 

(b) Require a FERC license or exemp-
tion, then you may commence commer-
cial operations when permitted by the 
terms of your license or exemption. 

§ 285.638 What must I do upon comple-
tion of my commercial operations 
as approved in my COP or FERC li-
cense? 

(a) Upon completion of your approved 
activities under your COP, you must 
initiate the decommissioning process 
as set forth in subpart I of this part. 
You must submit your decommis-
sioning application as provided in 
§§ 285.905 and 285.906. 

(b) Upon completion of your approved 
activities under your FERC license, the 
terms of your FERC license will govern 
your decommissioning activities. 

§ 285.639 [Reserved] 

GENERAL ACTIVITIES PLAN REQUIRE-
MENTS FOR LIMITED LEASES, ROW 
GRANTS, AND RUE GRANTS 

§ 285.640 What is a General Activities 
Plan (GAP)? 

(a) A GAP describes your proposed 
construction, activities, and concep-
tual decommissioning plans for all 
planned facilities, including testing of 
technology devices and onshore and 
support facilities that you will con-
struct and use for your project, includ-
ing any project easements for the as-
sessment and development of your lim-
ited lease or grant. 

(b) You must receive MMS approval 
of your GAP before you can begin any 
of the approved activities on your lease 
or grant. For a ROW grant or RUE 
grant issued competitively, you must 
submit your GAP within 6 months of 
issuance. 

§ 285.641 What must I demonstrate in 
my GAP? 

Your GAP must demonstrate that 
you have planned and are prepared to 
conduct the proposed activities in a 
manner that: 

(a) Conforms to all applicable laws, 
implementing regulations, lease provi-
sions and stipulations; 

(b) Is safe; 
(c) Does not unreasonably interfere 

with other uses of the OCS, including 
those involved with national security 
or defense; 

(d) Does not cause undue harm or 
damage to natural resources; life (in-
cluding human and wildlife); property; 
the marine, coastal, or human environ-
ment; or sites, structures, or objects of 
historical or archaeological signifi-
cance; 

(e) Uses best available and safest 
technology; 

(f) Uses best management practices; 
and 

(g) Uses properly trained personnel. 

§ 285.642 How do I submit my GAP? 

(a) You must submit one paper copy 
and one electronic version of your GAP 
to MMS at the address listed in 
§ 285.110(a). 
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