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(b) Identification and description of
the facilities, cables, or pipelines you
plan to remove or propose to leave in
place, as provided in §285.909.

(c) A proposed decommissioning
schedule for your lease, ROW grant, or
RUE grant, including the expiration or
relinquishment date and proposed
month and year of removal.

(d) A description of the removal
methods and procedures, including the
types of equipment, vessels, and moor-
ings (i.e., anchors, chains, lines, etc.)
you will use.

(e) A description of your site clear-
ance activities.

(f) Your plans for transportation and
disposal (including as an artificial reef)
or salvage of the removed facilities, ca-
bles, or pipelines and any required ap-
provals.

(g) A description of those resources,
conditions, and activities that could be
affected by or could affect your pro-
posed decommissioning activities. The
description must be as detailed as nec-
essary to assist MMS in complying
with the NEPA and other relevant Fed-
eral laws.

(h) The results of any recent biologi-
cal surveys conducted in the vicinity of
the structure and recent observations
of turtles or marine mammals at the
structure site.

(i) Mitigation measures you will use
to protect archaeological and sensitive
biological features during removal ac-
tivities.

(j) A description of measures you will
take to prevent unauthorized discharge
of pollutants, including marine trash
and debris, into the offshore waters.

(k) A statement of whether or not
you will use divers to survey the area
after removal to determine any effects
on marine life.

§285.907 How will MMS process my
decommissioning application?

(a) Based upon your inclusion of all
the information required by §285.906,
MMS will compare your decommis-
sioning application with the decommis-
sioning general concept in your ap-
proved SAP, COP, or GAP to determine
what technical and environmental re-
views are needed.

(b) You will likely have to revise
your SAP, COP, or GAP, and MMS will

§285.908

begin the appropriate NEPA analysis
and other regulatory reviews as re-
quired, if MMS determines that your
decommissioning application would:

(1) Result in a significant change in
the impacts previously identified and
evaluated in your SAP, COP, or GAP;

(2) Require any additional Federal
permits; or

(3) Propose activities not previously
identified and evaluated in your SAP,
COP, or GAP.

(¢c) During the review process, we
may request additional information if
we determine that the information pro-
vided is not sufficient to complete the
review and approval process.

(d) Upon completion of the technical
and environmental reviews, we may ap-
prove, approve with conditions, or dis-
approve your decommissioning applica-
tion.

(e) If MMS disapproves your decom-
missioning application, you must re-
submit your application to address the
concerns identified by MMS.

§285.908 What must I include in my
decommissioning notice?

(a) The decommissioning notice is
distinct from your decommissioning
application and may only be submitted
following approval of your decommis-
sioning application, as described in
§§285.905 through 285.907. You must sub-
mit a decommissioning notice at least
60 days before you plan to begin decom-
missioning activities.

(b) Your decommissioning notice
must include:

(1) A description of any changes to
the approved removal methods and pro-
cedures in your approved decommis-
sioning application, including changes
to the types of vessels and equipment
you will use; and

(2) An updated decommissioning
schedule.

(c) We will review your decommis-
sioning notice and may require you to
resubmit a decommissioning applica-
tion if MMS determines that your de-
commissioning activities would:

(1) Result in a significant change in
the impacts previously identified and
evaluated;

(2) Require any additional Federal
permits; or
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§285.909

(3) Propose activities not previously
identified and evaluated.

FACILITY REMOVAL

§285.909 When may MMS authorize fa-
cilities to remain in place following
termination of a lease or grant?

(a) In your decommissioning applica-
tion, you may request that certain fa-
cilities authorized in your lease or
grant remain in place for other activi-
ties authorized in this part, elsewhere
in this subchapter, or by other applica-
ble Federal laws.

(b) The MMS may approve such re-
quests on a case-by-case basis consid-
ering the following:

(1) Potential impacts to the marine
environment;

(2) Competing uses of the OCS;

(3) Impacts on marine safety and na-
tional defense;

(4) Maintenance of adequate financial
assurance; and

(5) Other factors determined by the
Director.

(c) Except as provided in paragraph
(d) of this section, if MMS authorizes
facilities to remain in place, the
former lessee or grantee under this
part remains jointly and severally lia-
ble for decommissioning the facility
unless satisfactory evidence is provided
to MMS showing that another party
has assumed that responsibility and
has secured adequate financial assur-
ances.

(d) In your decommissioning applica-
tion, you may request that certain fa-
cilities authorized in your lease or
grant be converted to an artificial reef
or otherwise toppled in place. The
MMS will evaluate all such requests, as
provided in §250.1730 of this subchapter.

§285.910 What must I do when I re-
move my facility?

(a) You must remove all facilities to
a depth of 15 feet below the mudline,
unless otherwise authorized by MMS.

(b) Within 60 days after you remove a
facility, you must verify to MMS that
you have cleared the site.

30 CFR Ch. Il (7-1-10 Edition)

§285.911 [Reserved]
DECOMMISSIONING REPORT

§285.912 After I remove a facility,
cable, or pipeline, what information
must I submit?

Within 60 days after you remove a fa-
cility, cable, or pipeline, you must sub-
mit a written report to MMS that in-
cludes the following:

(a) A summary of the removal activi-
ties, including the date they were com-
pleted;

(b) A description of any mitigation
measures you took; and

(c) If you used explosives, a state-
ment signed by your authorized rep-
resentative that certifies that the
types and amount of explosives you
used in removing the facility were con-
sistent with those in the approved de-
commissioning application.

COMPLIANCE WITH AN APPROVED
DECOMMISSIONING APPLICATION

§285.913 What happens if I fail to com-
ply with my approved decommis-
sioning application?

If you fail to comply with your ap-
proved decommissioning plan or appli-
cation:

(a) The MMS may call for the for-
feiture of your bond or other financial
assurance;

(b) You remain liable for removal or
disposal costs and responsible for acci-
dents or damages that might result
from such failure; and

(c) The MMS may take enforcement
action under §285.400.

Subpart J—Rights of Use and
Easement for Energy- and
Marine-Related Activities

Using Existing OCS Facilities
REGULATED ACTIVITIES

§285.1000 What activities does this
subpart regulate?

(a) This subpart provides the general
provisions for authorizing and regu-
lating activities that use (or propose to
use) an existing OCS facility for
energy- or marine-related purposes,
that are not otherwise authorized
under any other part of this subchapter
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