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§ 515.574 Support for the Cuban Peo-
ple. 

(a) Specific licenses may be issued on 
a case-by-case basis authorizing the 
travel-related transactions set forth in 
§ 515.560(c) and other transactions that 
are intended to provide support for the 
Cuban people including, but not lim-
ited to, the following: 

(1) Activities of recognized human 
rights organizations, 

(2) Activities of independent organi-
zations designed to promote a rapid, 
peaceful transition to democracy, and 

(3) Activities of individuals and non- 
governmental organizations that pro-
mote independent activity intended to 
strengthen civil society in Cuba. 

(b) Licenses will be issued pursuant 
to this section once the applicant 
shows that the proposed transactions 
are consistent with the purposes of this 
section and provides an explanation 
that no significant accumulation of 
funds or financial benefit will accrue to 
the government of Cuba. 

[68 FR 14148, Mar. 24, 2003] 

§ 515.575 Humanitarian projects. 
Specific licenses may be issued on a 

case-by-case basis authorizing the trav-
el-related transactions set forth in 
§ 515.560(c) and such additional trans-
actions as are directly incident to cer-
tain humanitarian projects in or re-
lated to Cuba not otherwise covered by 
this part that are designed to directly 
benefit the Cuban people. Such projects 
may include, but are not limited to: 
medical and health-related projects; 
construction projects intended to ben-
efit legitimately independent civil so-
ciety groups; environmental projects; 
projects involving formal or non-for-
mal educational training, within Cuba 
or off-island, on topics including civil 
education, journalism, advocacy and 
organizing, adult literacy, and voca-
tional skills; community-based grass-
roots projects; projects suitable to the 
development of small scale private en-
terprise; projects that are related to 
agricultural and rural development 
that promote independent activity; and 
projects to meet basic human needs. 
Specific licenses may be issued author-
izing transactions for multiple visits 
for the same project over an extended 

period of time by applicants dem-
onstrating a significant record of over-
seas humanitarian projects. 

[68 FR 14148, Mar. 24, 2003] 

§ 515.576 Activities of private founda-
tions or research or educational in-
stitutes. 

Specific licenses may be issued on a 
case-by-case basis authorizing the trav-
el-related transactions set forth in 
§ 515.560(c) and such additional trans-
actions as are directly incident to ac-
tivities by private foundations or re-
search or educational institutes that 
have an established interest in inter-
national relations to collect informa-
tion related to Cuba for noncommer-
cial purposes, not otherwise covered by 
the general license for professional re-
search contained in § 515.564 or more 
properly issued under § 515.575, relating 
to humanitarian projects. Specific li-
censes may be issued pursuant to this 
section authorizing transactions for 
multiple trips to Cuba for the same 
project over an extended period of 
time. 

[64 FR 25820, May 13, 1999] 

§ 515.577 Authorized transactions nec-
essary and ordinarily incident to 
publishing. 

(a) To the extent that such activities 
are not exempt from this part, and sub-
ject to the restrictions set forth in 
paragraphs (b) through (d) of this sec-
tion, persons subject to the jurisdiction 
of the United States are authorized to 
engage in all transactions necessary 
and ordinarily incident to the pub-
lishing and marketing of manuscripts, 
books, journals, and newspapers in 
paper or electronic format (collec-
tively, ‘‘written publications’’). 

This section does not apply if the 
parties to the transactions described in 
this paragraph include the Government 
of Cuba. For the purposes of this sec-
tion, the term ‘‘Government of Cuba’’ 
includes the state and the Government 
of Cuba, as well as any political sub-
division, agency, or instrumentality 
thereof, including the Central Bank of 
Cuba; any person occupying the posi-
tions identified in § 515.570(a)(3); em-
ployees of the Ministry of Justice; and 
any person acting or purporting to act 
directly or indirectly on behalf of any 
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of the foregoing with respect to the 
transactions described in this para-
graph. For the purposes of this section, 
the term ‘‘Government of Cuba’’ does 
not include any academic and research 
institutions and their personnel. Pur-
suant to this section, the following ac-
tivities are authorized, provided that 
persons subject to the jurisdiction of 
the United States ensure that they are 
not engaging, without separate author-
ization, in the activities identified in 
paragraphs (b) through (d) of this sec-
tion: 

(1) Commissioning and making ad-
vance payments for identifiable writ-
ten publications not yet in existence, 
to the extent consistent with industry 
practice; 

(2) Collaborating on the creation and 
enhancement of written publications; 

(3)(i) Augmenting written publica-
tions through the addition of items 
such as photographs, artwork, trans-
lation, explanatory text, and, for a 
written publication in electronic for-
mat, the addition of embedded software 
necessary for reading, browsing, navi-
gating, or searching the written publi-
cation; 

(ii) Exporting embedded software 
necessary for reading, browsing, navi-
gating, or searching a written publica-
tion in electronic format, provided 
that, to the extent a license is required 
under the Export Administration Regu-
lations, 15 CFR parts 730 through 774 
(the ‘‘EAR’’), the exportation is li-
censed or otherwise authorized by the 
Department of Commerce under the 
provisions of the EAR; 

(4) Substantive editing of written 
publications; 

(5) Payment of royalties for written 
publications; 

(6) Creating or undertaking a mar-
keting campaign to promote a written 
publication; and 

(7) Other transactions necessary and 
ordinarily incident to the publishing 
and marketing of written publications 
as described in this paragraph (a). 

(b) This section does not authorize 
transactions involving the provision of 
goods or services not necessary and or-
dinarily incident to the publishing and 
marketing of written publications as 
described in paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion. For example, this section does 

not authorize persons subject to the ju-
risdiction of the United States: 

(1) To provide or receive individual-
ized or customized services (including, 
but not limited to, accounting, legal, 
design, or consulting services), other 
than those necessary and ordinarily in-
cident to the publishing and marketing 
of written publications, even though 
such individualized or customized serv-
ices are delivered through the use of in-
formation and informational mate-
rials; 

(2) To create or undertake for any 
person a marketing campaign with re-
spect to any service or product other 
than a written publication, or to create 
or undertake a marketing campaign of 
any kind for the benefit of the Govern-
ment of Cuba; 

(3) To engage in the exportation or 
importation of goods to or from Cuba 
other than the exportation of embed-
ded software described in paragraph 
(a)(3)(ii) of this section; 

(4) To operate a publishing house, 
sales outlet, or other office in Cuba; or 

(5) To engage in transactions related 
to travel to, from, or within Cuba. 

NOTE TO PARAGRAPH (b): The importation 
from Cuba and the exportation to Cuba of in-
formation or informational materials, as de-
fined in § 515.332, whether commercial or oth-
erwise, regardless of format or medium of 
transmission, are exempt from the prohibi-
tions and regulations of this part. See 
§ 515.206(a). 

(c) This section does not authorize 
persons subject to the jurisdiction of 
the United States to engage the serv-
ices of publishing houses or translators 
in Cuba unless such activity is pri-
marily for the dissemination of written 
publications in Cuba. 

(d) This section does not authorize: 
(1) Transactions for the development, 

production, or design of software; 
(2) Transactions for the development, 

production, design, or marketing of 
technology specifically controlled by 
the International Traffic in Arms Reg-
ulations, 22 CFR parts 120 through 130 
(the ‘‘ITAR’’), the EAR, or the Depart-
ment of Energy Regulations set forth 
at 10 CFR part 810. 

(3) The exportation of information or 
technology subject to the authoriza-
tion requirements of 10 CFR part 810, 
or Restricted Data as defined in section 
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11 y. of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, 
as amended, or of other information, 
data, or technology the release of 
which is controlled under the Atomic 
Energy Act and regulations therein; 

(4) The exportation of any item (in-
cluding information) subject to the 
EAR where a U.S. person knows or has 
reason to know that the item will be 
used, directly or indirectly, with re-
spect to certain nuclear, missile, chem-
ical, or biological weapons or nuclear- 
maritime end-uses as set forth in part 
744 of the EAR. In addition, U.S. per-
sons are precluded from exporting any 
item subject to the EAR to certain re-
stricted end-users, as set forth in part 
744 of the EAR, as well as certain per-
sons whose export privileges have been 
denied pursuant to parts 764 or 766 of 
the EAR, without authorization from 
the Department of Commerce; or 

(5) The exportation of information 
subject to licensing requirements 
under the ITAR, or exchanges of infor-
mation that are subject to regulation 
by other government agencies. 

(e) Pursuant to § 515.564, specific li-
censes may be issued on a case-by-case 
basis authorizing the travel-related 
transactions set forth in § 515.560(c) and 
such additional transactions that are 
directly incident to attendance of pro-
fessional meetings that are necessary 
and ordinarily incident to the pub-
lishing and marketing of written publi-
cations. 

[72 FR 50048, Aug. 30, 2007] 

§ 515.578 Exportation of certain serv-
ices incident to Internet-based com-
munications. 

(a) Except as provided in paragraph 
(b) of this section, the exportation 
from the United States or by persons 
subject to U.S. jurisdiction to persons 
in Cuba of services incident to the ex-
change of personal communications 
over the Internet, such as instant mes-
saging, chat and email, social net-
working, sharing of photos and movies, 
web browsing, and blogging, is author-
ized, provided that such services are 
publicly available at no cost to the 
user. 

(b) This section does not authorize: 
(1) The direct or indirect exportation 

of services with knowledge or reason to 
know that such services are intended 

for a prohibited official of the Govern-
ment of Cuba, as defined in § 515.337 of 
this part, or a prohibited member of 
the Cuban Communist Party, as de-
fined in § 515.338 of the part. 

(2) The direct or indirect exportation 
of Internet connectivity services or 
telecommunications transmission fa-
cilities (such as satellite links or dedi-
cated lines). 

NOTE TO § 515.578(B)(2): For general licenses 
related to the provision of telecommuni-
cations services between the United States 
and Cuba and contracts for telecommuni-
cations services provided to particular indi-
viduals in Cuba, see § 515.542(b) and 
§ 515.542(c), respectively, of this part. For a 
general license and a statement of specific li-
censing policy related to the establishment 
of telecommunications facilities linking the 
United States or third countries and Cuba, 
see § 515.542(d) of this part. 

(3) The direct or indirect exportation 
of web-hosting services that are for 
purposes other than personal commu-
nications (e.g., web-hosting services for 
commercial endeavors) or of domain 
name registration services. 

(4) The direct or indirect exportation 
of any items to Cuba. 

NOTE TO § 515.578(B)(4): For the rules related 
to transactions ordinarily incident to the ex-
portation or reexportation of items, includ-
ing software, to Cuba, see §§ 515.533 and 
515.559 of this part. 

(c) Specific licenses may be issued on 
a case-by-case basis for the exportation 
of other services incident to the shar-
ing of information over the Internet. 

Subpart F—Reports 

§ 515.601 Records and reports. 

For provisions relating to records 
and reports, see subpart C of part 501 of 
this chapter. 

[62 FR 45106, Aug. 25, 1997] 

Subpart G—Penalties 

SOURCE: 63 FR 10331, Mar. 3, 1998, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 515.701 Penalties. 

For provisions relating to penalties, 
see part 501, subpart D, of this chapter. 

[68 FR 53657, Sept. 11, 2003] 
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