Department of the Navy, DoD

§ 701.38

member of the public (U.S. or foreign
citizen/entity), an organization, or a
business, but not including a Federal
agency or a fugitive from the law that
either explicitly or implicitly invokes
the FOIA by citing DoD FOIA regulations or the instruction in this part.
FOIA requests can be made for any
purpose whatsoever, with no showing
of relevancy required. Because the purpose for which records are sought has
no bearing on the merits of the request, FOIA requesters do not have to
explain or justify their requests. Written requests may be received by postal
service or other commercial delivery
means, by facsimile or electronically.
§ 701.29

ity having possession and control over
the documents/information.
§ 701.33

§ 701.34

Glomar response.

§ 701.35

Initial Denial Authority (IDA).

or

compilation

§ 701.36

erowe on DSK5CLS3C1PROD with CFR

Release authorities.

Commanding officers and heads of
Navy and Marine Corps shore activities
or their designees are authorized to
grant requests on behalf of SECNAV
for agency records under their possession and control for which no FOIA exemption applies. As necessary, they
will coordinate releases with other officials who may have an interest in the
releasability of the record.
§ 701.37

Reverse FOIA.

When the ‘‘submitter’’ of information, usually a corporation or other
business entity, that has supplied the
agency with data on its policies, operations and products, seeks to prevent
the agency that collected the information from revealing the data to a third
party in response to the latter’s FOIA
request.

re-

The concept that apparently harmless pieces of information when assembled together could reveal a damaging
picture. See exemption (b)(1) at subpart D of this part.
§ 701.32

Reading room.

Location where (a)(2) materials are
made available for public inspection
and copying.

SECNAV has delegated authority to
a limited number of officials to act on
his behalf to withhold records under
their cognizance that are requested
under the FOIA for one or more of the
nine categories of records exempt from
mandatory disclosure; to deny a fee
category claim by a requester; to deny
a request for expedited processing due
to demonstrated compelling need; to
deny or grant a request for waiver or
reduction of fees when the information
sought relates to matters within their
respective geographical areas of responsibility or chain of command; fees;
to review a fee estimate; and to confirm that no records were located in response to a request. IDAs may also
grant access to requests.
§ 701.31 Mosaic
sponse.

Public interest.

The interest in obtaining official information that sheds light on a DON
activity’s performance of its statutory
duties because the information falls
within the statutory purpose of the
FOIA to inform citizens what their
government is doing. That statutory
purpose, however, is not fostered by
disclosure of information about private
citizens accumulated in various governmental files that reveals nothing
about an agency’s or official’s own conduct.

Refusal by the agency to either confirm or deny the existence or non-existence of records responsive to a FOIA
request. See exemptions (b)(1), (b)(6),
and (b)(7)(C) at subpart D of this part.
§ 701.30

Public domain.

Agency records released under the
provisions of FOIA and the instruction
in this part to a member of the public.

§ 701.38

Perfected request.

Technical data.

Recorded information, regardless of
form or method of the recording, of a
scientific or technical nature (including computer software documentation).

A request which meets the minimum
requirements of the FOIA to be processed and is received by the DON activ-
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