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when participation is authorized at no 
additional cost to the government. 

(6) Participation by Armed Forces 
musical units in other areas is within 
the authority of local military com-
manders, and requests for participation 
should be made directly to those local 
military installations. All requests 
should be submitted no earlier than 60 
days and preferably no later than 45 
days prior to the event. 

§ 705.34 Other special events. 
(a) Ship visits. Requests for visits gen-

erally originate with civic groups de-
siring Navy participation in local 
events. Often, members of Congress en-
dorse these requests, advising the Navy 
of their interest in a particular event. 
Because of the marked increase in re-
quests for ship visits, and in order to 
give equal consideration to all re-
quests, the Chief of Information has ar-
ranged for quarterly meetings of rep-
resentatives from CHINFO, Com-
mander, Navy Recruiting Command, 
Chief of Naval Operations and Chief of 
Legislative Affairs. Based on the im-
portance of the event (nationally, re-
gionally, or locally) location, and pro-
spective audience, recommendations 
are consolidated and forwarded to the 
fleet commanders prior to their quar-
terly scheduling conferences. 

(b) Visits to Naval activities—(1) Types 
of visits. (i) General visits or Open 
House are occasions when a ship or sta-
tion acts as host to the general public. 
These visits will be conducted in ac-
cordance with instructions issued by 
Fleet and Force Commanders, District 
Commandants, or other cognizant au-
thority. 

(ii) Casual visits are visits to ships or 
stations by individuals or specific 
groups, as differentiated from the gen-
eral public. Details and procedures con-
cerning these visits are a matter of 
command discretion. 

(iii) Tours are occasions when a ship 
or station is host to a specific group on 
a scheduled date. Some of the larger 
shore commands also regularly sched-
ule one or more sightseeing type tours 
daily during seasons when many vaca-
tioners ask to visit the command. 

(2) General rules. Prior approval for 
general visiting or Open House at any 
time other than civic-sponsored public 

observances and official ceremonies for 
Armed Forces Day, memorial Day, 
Independence Day, and Veterans Day, 
and for observances in overseas areas 
of similar significant holidays, will be 
requested as follows: Fleet units vis-
iting U.S. ports, from Senior Officer 
present Afloat; fleet units visiting for-
eign ports, from commander ordering 
the visit; shore stations and district 
vessels in the United States, from Dis-
trict Commandants; and overseas shore 
stations, from the naval area com-
mander. 

(c) Official functions. (1) Navy units 
may be authorized by local com-
manding officers to participate in offi-
cial government military and civic 
functions, except in the Washington DC 
area where OASD(PA) retains author-
ity. 

(2) Official government functions in-
clude those in which senior officials of 
the federal government are involved in 
the performance of their official duties. 

(3) Official military functions include 
social activities held on military in-
stallations (or off, when it is certified 
that suitable facilities are not avail-
able on base), which are sponsored by 
the Navy, have as their principal pur-
pose the promotion of esprit de corps, 
and are conducted primarily for active 
duty personnel and their guests. 

(4) Official civic functions include 
such state, county or municipal events 
as inaugurals, dedications of public 
buildings and projects, and convening 
of legislative bodies and ceremonies for 
officially invited government visitors. 

(5) Overseas, similar functions at-
tended by comparable host-country of-
ficials in their official capacities might 
also be considered appropriate for Navy 
participation. 

(d) A parade which is sponsored by 
the community as a whole (rather than 
by a single commercial venture) and 
held on a Sunday or holiday or at a 
time when shops are closed for business 
may be a public event for which par-
ticipation could properly be author-
ized; representation by individual com-
mercial ventures in such parades need 
not be a bar to Navy participation as 
long as the emphasis is planned and 
placed on the civic rather than com-
mercial aspects. Such participation 
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will be at no additional cost to the gov-
ernment. 

(e) Fund-raising events. (1) Navy sup-
port of fund-raising events must be 
limited to recognized, joint or other 
authorized campaigns. Navy support of 
fund-raising events or projects for a 
single cause, even though the cause is 
a member of one of the federated, joint 
or authorized campaigns, or donates in 
part to one of several of the recognized 
campaigns, is not authorized by De-
partment of Defense. 

(2) Navy support for a single-cause 
fund-raising event may be authorized if 
the event is: 

(i) In support of Navy recruiting ob-
jectives; 

(ii) Supported by a letter indicating 
the local United Way representative 
has no objection; and 

(iii) Approved by the local Navy 
Commander as a single-cause charity 
which has broad local benefit. 

[41 FR 29101, July 15, 1976, as amended at 44 
FR 6391, Feb. 1, 1979] 

§ 705.35 Armed Forces participation in 
events in the public domain. 

(a) Requests for bands, troops, units, 
teams, exhibits and other Armed 
Forces participation should be ad-
dressed to the nearest military instal-
lation. Local commanders have re-
sources which they can commit to ap-
propriate events if mission require-
ments permit. If no military installa-
tion is accessible, or if resources re-
quested are not available locally or re-
quire approval by higher authorities, a 
standard Department of Defense Re-
quest Form should be completed. This 
form is used to evaluate the request, 
determine appropriateness of the event 
and compliance with Department of 
Defense policies, and eliminate re-
peated correspondence. The request 
form should be returned to the office or 
military command from which it was 
received unless another address is indi-
cated. 

(b) Basic criteria governing Armed 
Forces participation in public events 
have been developed by the Depart-
ment of Defense to ensure compliance 
with public law, to assure equitable 
distribution of resources to as many 
appropriate events as possible, and to 
avoid excessive disruption of primary 

training and operational missions of 
the Military Services. the following 
general rules and information are in-
cluded as an aid to you in under-
standing Department of Defense poli-
cies and in planning programs of mu-
tual benefit to the Armed Forces and 
your community. 

(1) When evaluating requests for 
Armed Forces participation in public 
events, the interests of the Department 
of Defense and the public at large, 
operational requirements of the Mili-
tary services, and availability of re-
sources are prime considerations. Com-
mitment of resources to specific events 
must be balanced with the above fac-
tors and with requests for similar par-
ticipation received from other sources. 

(2) Department of Defense participa-
tion and cooperation must not directly 
or indirectly: 

(i) Endorse or selectively benefit or 
favor or appear to endorse or selec-
tively benefit or favor any private indi-
vidual, group, corporation (whether for 
profit or nonprofit), sect, quasi-reli-
gious or ideological movement, fra-
ternal organization, political organiza-
tion, or commercial venture. 

(ii) Be associated with the solicita-
tion of votes in a political election. 
Sites such as commercial theaters or 
department stores, churches or fra-
ternal halls; and events such as 
testimonials to private individuals or 
sectarian religious services, are gen-
erally inappropriate for Armed Forces 
participation. 

(3) Participation by the Armed 
Forces in any event or activity may be 
authorized only if admission, seating 
and all other accommodations and fa-
cilities are available to all without re-
gard to race, creed, color or national 
origin, and only if the sponsoring orga-
nization does not exclude any form of 
discrimination based on race, creed, 
color or national origin. This does not 
bar participation in events sponsored 
by nationally-recognized veteran’s or-
ganizations when the program is ori-
ented toward the veterans’ interests, 
nor does it bar participation in non- 
public school events when the program 
is directed toward education or recruit-
ing. 

(i) No admission charge may be lev-
ied on the public solely to see an 
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