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contribute to the child’s support, or 
whose parentage has been admitted in 
writing by the member) who either: 

(i) Is under 21 years of age; or 
(ii) Is incapable of self-support be-

cause of a mental or physical inca-
pacity, and in fact dependent on the 
member for over one-half of his or her 
support; and 

(3) His or her parent (including a 
stepparent or parent by adoption, and 
any person, including a former step-
parent, who has stood in loco parentis 
to the member at any time for a con-
tinuous period of at least 5 years before 
he or she became 21 years of age) who 
is in fact dependent on the member for 
over one-half of his or her support; 
however, the dependency of such a par-
ent is determined on the basis of an af-
fidavit submitted by the parent and 
any other evidence required under reg-
ulations prescribed by the Secretary of 
the Navy, and he or she is not consid-
ered a dependent of the member claim-
ing the dependency unless: 

(i) The member has provided over 
one-half of his or her support for the 
period prescribed by the Secretary; or 

(ii) Due to changed circumstances 
arising after the member enters on ac-
tive duty, the parent becomes in fact 
dependent on the member for over one- 
half of is or her support. 
The relationship between a stepparent 
and his or her stepchild is terminated 
by the stepparent’s divorce from the 
parent by blood. 

[44 FR 42190, July 19, 1979, as amended at 65 
FR 62617, Oct. 19, 2000] 

§ 733.2 Delegations. 
The Director, Navy Family Allow-

ance Activity, Anthony J. Celebrezze 
Federal Building, Cleveland, OH 44199, 
with respect to personnel of the Navy, 
and the Head, Personal Affairs Branch, 
Manpower Department, Headquarters 
United States Marine Corps, Wash-
ington, DC 20380, with respect to per-
sonnel of the Marine Corps, have been 
granted the authority by the Secretary 
of the Navy to make determinations 
including determinations of depend-
ency and relationship when required by 
legislation or policy for eligibility for 
BAH, transportation and medical care 
in behalf of dependents of Navy and 
Marine personnel and to administer 

matters involving adequacy of support 
for dependents and waivers of support 
of a spouse, and on the basis of new evi-
dence or for other good cause to recon-
sider or modify any such determina-
tion. 

[44 FR 42190, July 19, 1979, as amended at 65 
FR 62617, Oct. 19, 2000] 

§ 733.3 Information and policy on sup-
port of dependents. 

(a) Policy—(1) General. The naval 
service will not be a haven or refuge for 
personnel who disregard or evade their 
obligations to their families. All mem-
bers of the naval service are expected 
to conduct their personal affairs satis-
factorily. This includes the require-
ment that they provide adequate and 
continuous support for their lawful de-
pendents and comply with the terms of 
separation agreements and court or-
ders. Failure to do so which tends to 
bring discredit on the naval service is a 
proper subject of command consider-
ation for initiation of court-martial 
proceedings or other administrative or 
disciplinary action. 

(2) Adequacy of support. Every mem-
ber has an inherent natural and moral 
obligation to support his or her spouse 
and family. What is adequate and rea-
sonably sufficient support is a highly 
complex and individual matter depend-
ent on numerous factors, and may be 
resolved permanently only in the civil 
courts. Salient factors that should be 
considered are the pay of the member, 
any other private income or resources 
of the member and the dependents, the 
cost of necessities and every day living 
expenses and financial obligations of 
the dependents, and the expenses and 
other financial obligations of the mem-
ber in relation to his or her income. 
The Department of the Navy does not 
and cannot act as a court in these mat-
ters. It is desired that the amount of 
support to be provided for dependents 
either be established by mutual under-
standing between the parties concerned 
or adjudicated in the civil courts. The 
support scales set forth in paragraphs 
(b) and (c) of this section are not in-
tended as a fixed rule. They are in-
tended as guidelines and the actual 
support may be increased or decreased 
as the facts and circumstances warrant 
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