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stopped. When a vessel is in an emer-
gency that may endanger life or prop-
erty, the draw shall open as soon as 
possible. 

[CGD 82–025, 49 FR 17452, Apr. 24, 1984; 49 FR 
43459, Oct. 29, 1984] 

§ 117.224 Thames River. 

The draw of the Amtrak bridge, mile 
3.0 in New London, shall open— 

(a) Immediately on signal for public 
vessels of the United States and com-
mercial vessels; except, when a train 
scheduled to cross the drawbridge, 
without stopping, has passed the Mid-
way, Groton, or New London stations 
and is in motion toward the draw-
bridge, the drawspan must not be 
opened for the passage of any vessel 
until the train has crossed the draw-
bridge; and 

(b) As soon as practicable for all 
other vessels but no later than 20 min-
utes after the signal to open is given. 

[CGD 82–025, 49 FR 43459, Oct. 29, 1984, as 
amended by USCG–2001–10881, 71 FR 70309, 
Dec. 4, 2006] 

§ 117.225 Yellow Mill Channel. 

The drawspan of the Stratford Ave-
nue Bridge, mile 0.3 at Bridgeport, 
must open on signal if at least 24-hours 
notice is given. Public vessels of the 
United States must pass through as 
soon as possible. 

[USCG–2001–10881, 71 FR 70310, Dec. 4, 2006] 

DELAWARE 

§ 117.231 Brandywine Creek. 

The draw of the Conrail bridge, mile 
1.1, the Church Street bridge, mile 1.3, 
and the Sixteenth Street bridge, mile 
1.7, all at Wilmington, need not be 
opened for the passage of vessels. 

[CGD 82–025, 49 FR 17452, Apr. 24, 1984, as 
amended by CGD3 85–42, 50 FR 26712, June 28, 
1985] 

§ 117.233 Broad Creek. 

(a) The draw of the Conrail Bridge, 
mile 8.0 at Laurel, shall open on signal 
if at least four hours notice is given. 

(b) The draws of the Poplar Street 
Bridge, mile 8.2, and the U.S. 13A 
Bridge, mile 8.2, all at Laurel, shall 

open on signal if at least 48 hours no-
tice is given. 

[CGD05–06–044, 71 FR 53325, Sept. 11, 2006] 

§ 117.234 Cedar Creek. 
The SR 36 Bridge, mile 0.5 in Cedar 

Beach, shall open on signal. From April 
1 through November 30 from 2 a.m. to 4 
a.m.; and from December 1 through 
March 31 from 6:30 p.m. to 6 a.m., the 
draw shall open on signal if at least 
four hours notice is given. 

[CGD05–06–044, 71 FR 53325, Sept. 11, 2006] 

§ 117.235 Chesapeake and Delaware 
Canal. 

The draw of the Conrail bridge, mile 
7.7, shall open on signal. The following 
light signals, located in the center of 
the drawspan on both sides of the 
bridge, shall be used: 

(a) When the draw is to be opened im-
mediately, one fixed amber light. 

(b) When the draw is not ready to be 
opened, one flashing red light. 

§ 117.237 Christina River. 
(a) The owners of the bridges on this 

waterway: 
(1) Shall provide and keep in good 

legible condition two board gages 
painted white with black figures not 
less than six inches high to indicate 
the vertical clearance under the closed 
draw at all stages of the tide. The 
gages shall be so placed on the bridges 
that they are plainly visible to the op-
erator of each vessel approaching the 
bridge either up or downstream. 

(2) Shall open on signal except that 
the draw of a railroad bridge need not 
be opened when a train is in the bridge 
block, approaching the bridge, or with-
in 5 minutes of the passage of a pas-
senger train; but in no event shall the 
opening of the draw be delayed more 
than 10 minutes. 

(b) The draw of the Norfolk Southern 
Railroad Bridge, mile 1.4 at Wil-
mington, shall operate as follows: 

(1) The draw shall remain in the open 
position for navigation. The draw shall 
only be closed for train crossings or 
periodic maintenance authorized in ac-
cordance with subpart A of this part. 

(2) The bridge shall be operated by 
the controller at the Harrisburg, PA 
Dispatcher’s Office. The controller 
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shall monitor vessel traffic with closed 
circuit cameras and infrared sensors 
covering the swing radius. Operational 
information will be provided 24 hours a 
day on marine channel 13 and via tele-
phone (717) 541–2140. 

(3) The bridge shall not be operated 
from the remote location in the fol-
lowing events: Failure or obstruction 
of the infrared sensors, closed-circuit 
cameras or marine-radio communica-
tions, or anytime controller’s visibility 
is inhibited. In these situations, a 
bridge tender with Norfolk Southern 
must be called and on-site within 30 
minutes. 

(4) Before the bridge closes for any 
reason, the remote operator will mon-
itor waterway traffic in the area. The 
bridge shall only be closed if the off- 
site remote operator’s visual inspec-
tion shows that the channel is clear 
and there are no vessels transiting in 
the area. While the bridge is moving, 
the operator shall maintain constant 
surveillance of the navigation channel. 

(5) Before closing the draw, the chan-
nel traffic lights would change from 
flashing green to flashing red, the horn 
will sound five short blasts, and an 
audio voice warning stating, ‘‘Atten-
tion, Attention. Norfolk Southern 
Railroad Bridge over Christina River at 
milepost 1.4 will be closing to river 
traffic.’’ Five short blasts of the horn 
will continue until the bridge is seated 
and locked down to vessels. The chan-
nel traffic lights will continue to flash 
red. 

(6) When the rail traffic has cleared, 
the horn will sound one prolonged blast 
followed by one short blast to indicate 
the draw is opening to vessel traffic. 
During the opening swing movement, 
the channel traffic lights would flash 
red until the bridge returns to the fully 
open position. In the full open position 
to vessels, the bridge channel lights 
will flash green followed by an an-
nouncement stating, ‘‘Security, secu-
rity, security. Norfolk Southern Rail-
road Bridge over Christina River at 
mile 1.4 is open for river traffic.’’ Ves-
sels shall stay clear of both channels as 
to not interfere with infrared detec-
tors, until green lights are displayed on 
the swing span. 

(c) The draw of the Third Street 
Bridge, mile 2.3 and Walnut Street 

bridge, mile 2.8, both at Wilmington 
shall open on signal. The draw of the 
Market Street Bridge, mile 3.0 at Wil-
mington shall open on signal if at least 
eight hours notice in given. From 7 
a.m. to 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m., 
Monday through Saturday except holi-
days, the draws of these three bridges 
need not be opened for the passage of 
vessels. Any vessel which has passed 
through one or more of these bridges 
immediately prior to a closed period 
and which requires passage through the 
other bridge or bridges in order to con-
tinue to its destination shall be passed 
through the draw or draws of the 
bridge or bridges without delay. The 
draws of these bridges shall open at all 
times as soon as possible for passage of 
a public vessel of the United States. 

(d) The draws of the Norfolk South-
ern Railroad bridges, at miles 4.1 and 
4.2, both at Wilmington, shall open on 
signal from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. if at least 
24 hours notice is given. From 8 p.m. to 
6 a.m., the draws need not be opened 
for the passage of vessels. 

(e) The draw of the SH141 bridge, 
mile 7.5 at Wilmington, shall open on 
signal if at least 24 hours notice is 
given. 

[CGD 82–025, 49 FR 17452, Apr. 24, 1984, as 
amended by CGD3 84–06, 49 FR 33448, Aug. 23, 
1984, CGD3 85–42, 50 FR 26712, June 28, 1985; 
CGD 87–035, 52 FR 33812, Sept. 8, 1987; CGD05– 
04–168, 70 FR 4016, Jan. 28, 2005] 

§ 117.239 Lewes and Rehoboth Canal. 

(a) The draw of the Savannah Road/ 
SR 18 Bridge, at mile 1.7, in Lewes 
shall open on signal if at least four 
hours notice is given. 

(b) The draw of the SR 14A Bridge, at 
mile 6.7, in Rehoboth shall open on sig-
nal if at least 24 hours notice is given. 

[CGD05–06–089, 72 FR 5619, Feb. 7, 2007] 

§ 117.241 Mispillion River. 

The draw of the S14 Bridge, at mile 
11.0, at Milford shall open on signal if 
at least 24 hours notice is given. 

[CGD05–06–089, 72 FR 5619, Feb. 7, 2007] 

§ 117.243 Nanticoke River. 

(a) The draw of the Norfolk Southern 
Railway Bridge, mile 39.4 in Seaford, 
will operate as follows: 
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