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(f) Records described in paragraph (e) 
of this section must be maintained and 
available to the Coast Guard for 3 
years following completion of the exer-
cises. 

(g) The response plan submitted to 
meet the requirements of this subpart 
must specify the planned exercise pro-
gram. The plan shall detail the exer-
cise program, including the types of ex-
ercises, frequencies, scopes, objectives, 
and the scheme for exercising the en-
tire response plan every 3 years. 

(h) Compliance with the National 
Preparedness for Response Exercise 
Program (PREP) Guidelines will sat-
isfy the vessel response plan exercise 
requirements. These guidelines are 
available from the TASC DEPT Ware-
house, 33141Q 75th Avenue, Landover, 
MD 20875 (fax: 301–386–5394, stock num-
ber USCG-X0241). Compliance with an 
alternative program that meets the re-
quirements of paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion and has been approved under 
§ 155.1065 will also satisfy the vessel re-
sponse plan exercise requirements. 

NOTE TO PARAGRAPH (h): The PREP guide-
lines are available online at ‘‘http:// 
www.uscg.mil/hq/g-m/nmc/response/msprep.pdf’’. 

[CGD 91–034, 61 FR 1081, Jan. 12, 1996, as 
amended by 68 FR 37741, June 25, 2003; USCG– 
2008–0179, 73 FR 35015, June 19, 2008] 

§ 155.1062 Inspection and maintenance 
of response resources. 

(a) The owner or operator of a vessel 
required to submit a response plan 
under this part must ensure that— 

(1) Containment booms, skimmers, 
vessels, and other major equipment 
listed or referenced in the plan are pe-
riodically inspected and maintained in 
good operating condition, in accord-
ance with manufacturer’s rec-
ommendations and best commercial 
practices; and 

(2) All inspections and maintenance 
are documented and that these records 
are maintained for 3 years. 

(b) For equipment which must be in-
spected and maintained under this sec-
tion the Coast Guard may— 

(1) Verify that the equipment inven-
tories exist as represented; 

(2) Verify the existence of records re-
quired under this section; 

(3) Verify that the records of inspec-
tion and maintenance reflect the ac-

tual condition of any equipment listed 
or referenced; and 

(4) Inspect and require operational 
tests of equipment. 

(c) This section does not apply to 
containment booms, skimmers, vessels, 
and other major equipment listed or 
referenced in the plan and ensured 
available through the written consent 
of an oil spill removal organization, as 
described in the definition of ‘‘contract 
or other approved means’’ at § 155.1020. 

§ 155.1065 Procedures for plan submis-
sion, approval, requests for accept-
ance of alternative planning cri-
teria, and appeal. 

(a) An owner or operator of a vessel 
to which this subpart applies shall sub-
mit one complete English language 
copy of a vessel response plan to Com-
mandant (CG–5431), Coast Guard, 2100 
2nd St., SW., Stop 7581, Washington, DC 
20593–7581 or vrp@uscg.mil. The plan 
must be submitted at least 60 days be-
fore the vessel intends to handle, store, 
transport, transfer, or lighter oil in 
areas subject to the jurisdiction of the 
United States. 

(b) The owner or operator shall in-
clude a statement certifying that the 
plan meets the applicable requirements 
of subparts D, E, F, and G of this part 
and shall include a statement indi-
cating whether the vessel(s) covered by 
the plan are manned vessels carrying 
oil as a primary cargo, unmanned ves-
sels carrying oil as a primary cargo, or 
vessels carrying oil as a secondary 
cargo. 

(c) If the Coast Guard determines 
that the plan meets all requirements of 
this subpart, the Coast Guard will no-
tify the vessel owner or operator with 
an approval letter. The plan will be 
valid for a period of up to 5 years from 
the date of approval. 

(d) If the Coast Guard reviews the 
plan and determines that it does not 
meet all of the requirements, the Coast 
Guard will notify the vessel owner or 
operator of the response plan’s defi-
ciencies. The vessel owner or operator 
must then resubmit the revised plan, 
or corrected portions of the plan, with-
in the time period specified in the writ-
ten notice provided by the Coast 
Guard. 
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(e) For those vessels temporarily au-
thorized under § 155.1025 to operate 
without an approved plan pending for-
mal Coast Guard approval, the defi-
ciency provisions of § 155.1070(c), (d), 
and (e) will also apply. 

(f) When the owner or operator of a 
vessel believes that national planning 
criteria contained elsewhere in this 
part are inappropriate to the vessel for 
the areas in which it is intended to op-
erate, the owner or operator may re-
quest acceptance of alternative plan-
ning criteria by the Coast Guard. Sub-
mission of a request must be made 90 
days before the vessel intends to oper-
ate under the proposed alternative and 
must be forwarded to the COTP for the 
geographic area(s) affected. 

(g) An owner or operator of a United 
States flag vessel may meet the re-
sponse plan requirements of Regulation 
37 of MARPOL 73/78 and subparts D, E, 
F, and G of this part by stating in writ-
ing, according to the provisions of 
§ 155.1030(j), that the plan submitted is 
intended to address the requirements 
of both Regulation 37 of MARPOL 73/78 
and the requirements of subparts D, E, 
F, and G of this part. 

(h) Within 21 days of notification 
that a plan is not approved, the vessel 
owner or operator may appeal that de-
termination to the Prevention Policy 
Directorate for Marine Safety, Secu-
rity, and Stewardship (CG–54). This ap-
peal must be submitted in writing to 
Commandant (CG–54), Coast Guard, 
2100 2nd St., SW., Stop 7581, Wash-
ington, DC 20593–7581. 

[CGD 91–034, 61 FR 1081, Jan. 12, 1996, as 
amended by CGD 96–026, 61 FR 33666, June 28, 
1996; CGD 97–023, 62 FR 33364, June 19, 1997; 
USCG–2002–12471, 67 FR 41333, June 18, 2002; 
USCG–2008–0179, 73 FR 35015, June 19, 2008; 
USCG–2010–0351, 75 FR 36285, June 25, 2010] 

§ 155.1070 Procedures for plan review, 
revision, amendment, and appeal. 

(a) A vessel response plan must be re-
viewed annually by the owner or oper-
ator. 

(1) This review must occur within 1 
month of the anniversary date of Coast 
Guard approval of the plan. 

(2) The owner or operator shall sub-
mit any plan amendments to the Coast 
Guard for information or approval. Re-
visions to a plan must include a cover 

page that provides a summary of the 
changes being made and the pages 
being affected. Revised pages must fur-
ther include the number of the revision 
and date of that revision. 

(3) Any required changes must be en-
tered in the plan and noted on the 
record of changes page. The completion 
of the annual review must also be 
noted on the record of changes page. 

(b) The owner or operator of a vessel 
covered by subparts D, E, F, and G of 
this part shall resubmit the entire plan 
to the Coast Guard for approval— 

(1) Six months before the end of the 
Coast Guard approval period identified 
in § 155.1065(c); and 

(2) Whenever there is a change in the 
owner or operator of the vessel, if that 
owner or operator provided the certi-
fying statement required by 
§ 155.1065(b). If this change occurs, a 
new statement certifying that the plan 
continues to meet the applicable re-
quirements of subparts D, E, F, and G 
of this part must be submitted. 

(c) Revisions or amendments to an 
approved response plan must be sub-
mitted for approval by the vessel’s 
owner or operator whenever there is— 

(1) A change in the owner or operator 
of the vessel, if that owner or operator 
is not the one who provided the certi-
fying statement required by 
§ 155.1065(b); 

(2) A change in the vessel’s operating 
area that includes ports or geographic 
area(s) not covered by the previously 
approved plan. A vessel may operate in 
an area not covered in a previously ap-
proved plan upon receipt of written ac-
knowledgment by the Coast Guard that 
a new geographic-specific appendix has 
been submitted for approval by the ves-
sel’s owner or operator and the certifi-
cation required in § 155.1025(c) has been 
provided; 

(3) A significant change in the ves-
sel’s configuration that affects the in-
formation included in the response 
plan; 

(4) A change in the type of oil cargo 
carried aboard (oil group) that affects 
the required response resources, except 
as authorized by the COTP for purposes 
of assisting in an oil spill response ac-
tivity; 

(5) A change in the identification of 
the oil spill removal organization(s) or 
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