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(ii) Those who agree to obtain certifi-
cation to teach another subject or sub-
jects and who agree to teach in a 
‘‘high-need school’’ as defined in sec-
tion 2304(d)(3) of the Act. 

(iii) Those who agree to obtain cer-
tification to teach science, mathe-
matics, or special education or obtain 
certification to teach at the elemen-
tary school level. 

(iv) All other eligible applicants. 
(2) After all eligible first-priority 

participants are selected, second pri-
ority is given to eligible service mem-
bers who are employed as an elemen-
tary or secondary school teacher at the 
time that they enter into a new par-
ticipation agreement with the Sec-
retary under section 2304(a) of the Act, 
which requires participants to teach in 
a high-need local educational agency 
or public charter school for at least 
three years, who will be selected in the 
following order: 

(i) Those who agree to obtain certifi-
cation to teach science, mathematics 
or special education rather than the 
subjects they currently teach and who 
agree to teach in a ‘‘high-need school’’ 
as defined in section 2304(d)(3) of the 
Act. 

(ii) Those who agree to obtain certifi-
cation to teach another subject or sub-
jects and who agree to teach in a 
‘‘high-need school’’ as defined in sec-
tion 2304(d)(3) of the Act. 

(iii) Those who agree to obtain cer-
tification to teach science, mathe-
matics, or special education rather 
than the subjects they currently teach. 

(iv) All others seeking assistance 
necessary to be deemed ‘‘highly quali-
fied’’ by their State within the mean-
ing of section 9101(23) of the Act. 

(b) [Reserved] 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1221e–3, 3474, and 
6672(c)(1)). 

Subpart B [Reserved] 
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AUTHORITY: 20 U.S.C. 1113–1113e. 

SOURCE: 52 FR 26466, July 14, 1987, unless 
otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—General 
§ 237.1 What is the Christa McAuliffe 

Fellowship Program? 
The Christa McAuliffe Fellowship 

Program (CMFP) is designed to reward 
excellence in teaching by encouraging 
outstanding teachers to continue their 
education, to develop innovative pro-
grams, to consult with or assist LEAs, 
private schools, or private school sys-
tems, and to engage in other edu-
cational activities that will improve 
the knowledge and skills of teachers 
and the education of students. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1113, 1113b) 

§ 237.2 Who is eligible to apply under 
the Christa McAuliffe Fellowship 
Program? 

An individual is eligible to apply for 
a Christa McAuliffe Fellowship if the 
individual at the time of application: 
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(a)(1) Is a citizen or national of the 
United States; 

(2) Is a permanent resident of the 
United States; 

(3) Provides evidence from the Immi-
gration and Naturalization Service 
that the individuals is in the Unites 
Stated for other than a temporary pur-
pose with the intention of becoming a 
citizen or permanent resident; or 

(4) Is a permanent resident of the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, Guam, 
the Virgin Islands, American Samoa, 
the Trust Territory of the Pacific Is-
lands, or the Northern Mariana Islands; 

(b) Is a full-time teacher in a public 
or private elementary or secondary 
school; and 

(c) Is eligible for a fellowship under 
34 CFR 75.60. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1113b, 1113d(a)) 

[52 FR 26466, July 14, 1987, as amended at 57 
FR 30342, July 8, 1992] 

§ 237.3 How are awards distributed? 
(a) Except as provided in section 

563(a)(3) of the Act, the Secretary 
awards one national teacher fellowship 
under this part to an eligible teacher in 
each of the following: 

(1) Each congressional district in 
each of the fifty States. 

(2) The District of Columbia. 
(3) The Commonwealth of Puerto 

Rico. 
(4) Guam. 
(5) The Virgin Islands. 
(6) American Samoa. 
(7) The Northern Mariana Islands. 
(8) The Trust Territory of the Pacific 

Islands (Republic of Palau). 
(b)(1) If the conditions stated in sec-

tion 563(a)(3) of the Act apply, the Sec-
retary publishes an alternative dis-
tribution of fellowship under this part 
that: 

(i) Will permit fellowship awards at 
the level stated in § 237.4; and 

(ii) Is geographically equitable as de-
termined by the Secretary. 

(2) The Secretary sends a notice of 
this distribution to each of the state-
wide panels established under § 237.20. 

(c)(1) If a State fails to meet the ap-
plicable filing deadlines for fellowship 
recommendations established under 
this program, the Secretary does not 
make awards in that State. 

(2) In redistributing any returned or 
unused funds from a State, the Sec-
retary takes into consideration, but is 
not limited to, the following factors: 

(i) The amount of funds available for 
redistribution. 

(ii) The number of States that re-
quest additional funds. 

(iii) The number of States that are 
willing to match fellowship funds. 

(iv) The requirements in § 237.4(b) re-
lating to minimum awards. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1113b(a)) 

[52 FR 26466, July 14, 1987, as amended at 54 
FR 10966, Mar. 15, 1989] 

§ 237.4 In what amounts are fellow-
ships awarded? 

(a) Maximum award. A fellowship 
awarded under this part may not ex-
ceed the national average salary of 
public school teachers in the most re-
cent year for which satisfactory data 
are available, as determined by the 
Secretary. The Secretary urges state-
wide panels to award fellowships in the 
maximum amount. 

(b) Minimum award. Except as pro-
vided in paragraph (c) of this section, a 
fellowship awarded under this part may 
not be less than half the national aver-
age salary of public school teachers in 
the most recent year for which satis-
factory data are available, as deter-
mined by the Secretary. 

(c) Partial award. If, after awarding 
one or more fellowships that meet the 
requirements of paragraphs (a) and (b) 
of this section, a State has insufficient 
funds for a maximum or minimum 
award, the State may make one partial 
award that may be less than the min-
imum award. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1113b(a)(2)) 

[54 FR 10966, Mar. 15, 1989] 

§ 237.5 For what purposes may a fel-
low use an award? 

Christa McAuliffe fellows may use 
fellowships awarded under this part for 
projects to improve education includ-
ing: 

(a) Sabbaticals for study or research 
directly associated with objectives of 
this part, or academic improvement of 
the fellows. 

(b) Consultation with or assistance to 
LEAs, private schools, or private 
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