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Off. of Spec. Educ. and Rehab. Services, Education § 303.5 

Subpart A—General 
PURPOSE, ELIGIBILITY, AND OTHER 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

§ 303.1 Purpose of the early interven-
tion program for infants and tod-
dlers with disabilities. 

The purpose of this part is to provide 
financial assistance to States to— 

(a) Maintain and implement a state-
wide, comprehensive, coordinated, mul-
tidisciplinary, interagency system of 
early intervention services for infants 
and toddlers with disabilities and their 
families; 

(b) Facilitate the coordination of 
payment for early intervention serv-
ices from Federal, State, local, and pri-
vate sources (including public and pri-
vate insurance coverage); 

(c) Enhance the States’ capacity to 
provide quality early intervention 
services and expand and improve exist-
ing early intervention services being 
provided to infants and toddlers with 
disabilities and their families; and 

(d) Enhance the capacity of State and 
local agencies and service providers to 
identify, evaluate, and meet the needs 
of historically underrepresented popu-
lations, particularly minority, low-in-
come, inner-city, and rural popu-
lations. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1431) 

[58 FR 40959, July 30, 1993, as amended at 63 
FR 18293, Apr. 14, 1998; 64 FR 12535, Mar. 12, 
1999] 

§ 303.2 Eligible recipients of an award. 
Eligible recipients include the 50 

States, the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico, the District of Columbia, the Sec-
retary of the Interior, and the fol-
lowing jurisdictions: Guam, American 
Samoa, the Virgin Islands, the Com-
monwealth of the Northern Mariana Is-
lands. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1401(27), 1443) 

[58 FR 40959, July 30, 1993, as amended at 63 
FR 18293, Apr. 14, 1998] 

§ 303.3 Activities that may be sup-
ported under this part. 

Funds under this part may be used 
for the following activities: 

(a) To maintain and implement a 
statewide system of early intervention 

services for children eligible under this 
part and their families. 

(b) For direct services for eligible 
children and their families that are not 
otherwise provided from other public 
or private sources. 

(c) To expand and improve on serv-
ices for eligible children and their fam-
ilies that are otherwise available, con-
sistent with § 303.527. 

(d) To provide a free appropriate pub-
lic education, in accordance with part 
B of the Act, to children with disabil-
ities from their third birthday to the 
beginning of the following school year. 

(e) To strengthen the statewide sys-
tem by initiating, expanding, or im-
proving collaborative efforts related to 
at-risk infants and toddlers, including 
establishing linkages with appropriate 
public or private community-based or-
ganizations, services, and personnel for 
the purpose of— 

(1) Identifying and evaluating at-risk 
infants and toddlers; 

(2) Making referrals of the infants 
and toddlers identified and evaluated 
under paragraph (e)(1) of this section; 
and 

(3) Conducting periodic follow-up on 
each referral under paragraph (e)(2) of 
this section to determine if the status 
of the infant or toddler involved has 
changed with respect to the eligibility 
of the infant or toddler for services 
under this part. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1433 and 1438) 

[58 FR 40959, July 30, 1993, as amended at 63 
FR 18293, Apr. 14, 1998] 

§ 303.4 Limitation on eligible children. 
This part 303 does not apply to any 

child with disabilities receiving a free 
appropriate public education, in ac-
cordance with 34 CFR part 300, with 
funds received under 34 CFR part 301. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1419(h)) 

§ 303.5 Applicable regulations. 
(a) The following regulations apply 

to this part: 
(1) The Education Department Gen-

eral Administrative Regulations 
(EDGAR), including— 

(i) Part 76 (State Administered Pro-
grams), except for § 76.103; 

(ii) Part 77 (Definitions that Apply to 
Department Regulations); 
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34 CFR Ch. III (7–1–10 Edition) § 303.6 

(iii) Part 79 (Intergovernmental Re-
view of Department of Education Pro-
grams and Activities); 

(iv) Part 80 (Uniform Administrative 
Requirements for Grants and Coopera-
tive Agreements to State and Local 
Governments); 

(v) Part 81 (Grants and Cooperative 
Agreements under the General Edu-
cation Provisions Act—Enforcement); 

(vi) Part 82 (New Restrictions on 
Lobbying); and 

(vii) Part 85 (Governmentwide Debar-
ment and Suspension (Nonprocure-
ment) and Governmentwide Require-
ments for Drug-Free Work Place 
(Grants)). 

(2) The regulations in this part 303. 
(3) The following regulations in 34 

CFR part 300 (Assistance to States for 
the Education of Children with Disabil-
ities Program): §§ 300.560–300.577, and 
§§ 300.580–300.585. 

(b) In applying the regulations cited 
in paragraphs (a)(1) and (a)(3) of this 
section, any reference to— 

(1) State educational agency means the 
lead agency under this part; 

(2) Special education, related services, 
free appropriate public education, free 
public education, or education means 
‘‘early intervention services’’ under 
this part; 

(3) Participating agency, when used in 
reference to a local educational agency 
or an intermediate educational agency, 
means a local service provider under 
this part; 

(4) Section 300.128 means §§ 303.164 and 
303.321; and 

(5) Section 300.129 means § 303.460. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1401, 1416, 1417) 

[58 FR 40959, July 30, 1993, as amended at 63 
FR 18294, Apr. 14, 1998, 64 FR 12535, Mar. 12, 
1999] 

DEFINITIONS 

NOTE: Sections 303.6–303.24 contain defini-
tions, including a definition of ‘‘natural en-
vironments’’ in § 303.18, that are used 
throughout these regulations. Other terms 
are defined in the specific subparts in which 
they are used. Below is a list of those terms 
and the specific sections in which they are 
defined: 

Appropriate professional requirements in the 
State (§ 303.361(a)(1)) 

Assessment (§ 303.322(b)(2)) 
Consent (§ 303.401(a)) 

Evaluation (§ 303.322(b)(1)) 
Frequency and intensity (§ 303.344(d)(2)(i)) 
Highest requirements in the State applicable 

to a profession or discipline (§ 303.361)(a)(2)) 
Individualized family service plan and IFSP 

(§ 303.340(b)) 
Impartial (§ 303.421(b)) 
Location (§ 303.344(d)(3)) 
Method (§ 303.344(d)(2)(ii)) 
Native language (§ 303.401(b)) 
Personally identifiable (§ 303.401(c)) 
Primary referral sources (§ 303.321(d)(3)) 
Profession or discipline (§ 303.361(a)(3)) 
Special definition of ‘‘aggregate amount’’ 

(§ 303.200(b)(1)) 
Special definition of ‘‘infants and toddlers’’ 

(§ 303.200(b)(2)) 
Special definition of ‘‘State’’ (§ 303.200(b)(3)) 
State approved or recognized certification, 

licensing, registration, or other com-
parable requirements (§ 303.361(a)(4)) 

§ 303.6 Act. 
As used in this part, Act means the 

Individuals with Disabilities Education 
Act. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1400) 

§ 303.7 Children. 
As used in this part, children means 

infants and toddlers with disabilities as 
that term is defined in § 303.16. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1432(5)) 

§ 303.8 Council. 
As used in this part, Council means 

the State Interagency Coordinating 
Council. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1432(2)) 

§ 303.9 Days. 
As used in this part, days means cal-

endar days. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1431–1445) 

§ 303.10 Developmental delay. 
As used in this part, ‘‘developmental 

delay,’’ when used with respect to an 
individual residing in a State, has the 
meaning given to that term under 
§ 303.300. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1432(3)) 

[64 FR 12535, Mar. 12, 1999] 

§ 303.11 Early intervention program. 
As used in this part, early intervention 

program means the total effort in a 
State that is directed at meeting the 
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