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(i) A system of staff development for 
rehabilitation professionals and para-
professionals within the State unit, 
particularly with respect to assess-
ment, vocational counseling, job place-
ment, and rehabilitation technology; 
and 

(ii) Procedures for acquiring and dis-
seminating to rehabilitation profes-
sionals and paraprofessionals within 
the designated State unit significant 
knowledge from research and other 
sources. 

(2) The specific training areas for 
staff development must be based on the 
needs of each State unit and may in-
clude, but are not limited to— 

(i) Training regarding the Workforce 
Investment Act of 1998 and the amend-
ments to the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 
made by the Rehabilitation Act 
Amendments of 1998; 

(ii) Training with respect to the re-
quirements of the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act, the Individuals with Dis-
abilities Education Act, and Social Se-
curity work incentive programs, in-
cluding programs under the Ticket to 
Work and Work Incentives Improve-
ment Act of 1999, training to facilitate 
informed choice under this program, 
and training to improve the provision 
of services to culturally diverse popu-
lations; and 

(iii) Activities related to— 
(A) Recruitment and retention of 

qualified rehabilitation personnel; 
(B) Succession planning; and 
(C) Leadership development and ca-

pacity building. 
(e) Personnel to address individual com-

munication needs. The State plan must 
describe how the State unit— 

(1) Includes among its personnel, or 
obtains the services of, individuals able 
to communicate in the native lan-
guages of applicants and eligible indi-
viduals who have limited English 
speaking ability; and 

(2) Includes among its personnel, or 
obtains the services of, individuals able 
to communicate with applicants and 
eligible individuals in appropriate 
modes of communication. 

(f) Coordination with personnel devel-
opment under the Individuals with Dis-
abilities Education Act. The State plan 
must describe the procedures and ac-
tivities the State agency will under-

take to coordinate its comprehensive 
system of personnel development under 
the Act with personnel development 
under the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 1820–0500) 

(Authority: Section 101(a)(7) of the Act; 29 
U.S.C. 721(a)(7)) 

[66 FR 4382, Jan. 17, 2001, as amended at 66 
FR 7253, Jan. 22, 2001] 

§ 361.19 Affirmative action for individ-
uals with disabilities. 

The State plan must assure that the 
State agency takes affirmative action 
to employ and advance in employment 
qualified individuals with disabilities 
covered under and on the same terms 
and conditions as stated in section 503 
of the Act. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 1820–0500) 

(Authority: Section 101(a)(6)(B) of the Act; 29 
U.S.C. 721(a)(6)(B)) 

[66 FR 4382, Jan. 17, 2001, as amended at 66 
FR 7253, Jan. 22, 2001] 

§ 361.20 Public participation require-
ments. 

(a) Conduct of public meetings. The 
State plan must assure that prior to 
the adoption of any substantive poli-
cies or procedures governing the provi-
sion of vocational rehabilitation serv-
ices under the State plan, including 
making any substantive amendments 
to the policies and procedures, the des-
ignated State agency conducts public 
meetings throughout the State to pro-
vide the public, including individuals 
with disabilities, an opportunity to 
comment on the policies or procedures. 

(b) Notice requirements. The State plan 
must assure that the designated State 
agency, prior to conducting the public 
meetings, provides appropriate and suf-
ficient notice throughout the State of 
the meetings in accordance with— 

(1) State law governing public meet-
ings; or 

(2) In the absence of State law gov-
erning public meetings, procedures de-
veloped by the designated State agency 
in consultation with the State Reha-
bilitation Council. 

(c) Summary of input of the State Reha-
bilitation Council. The State plan must 
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provide a summary of the input of the 
State Rehabilitation Council, if the 
State agency has a Council, into the 
State plan and any amendment to the 
plan, in accordance with 
§ 361.16(a)(2)(v). 

(d) Special consultation requirements. 
The State plan must assure that the 
State agency actively consults with 
the director of the Client Assistance 
Program, the State Rehabilitation 
Council, if the State agency has a 
Council, and, as appropriate, Indian 
tribes, tribal organizations, and native 
Hawaiian organizations on its policies 
and procedures governing the provision 
of vocational rehabilitation services 
under the State plan. 

(e) Appropriate modes of communica-
tion. The State unit must provide to 
the public, through appropriate modes 
of communication, notices of the pub-
lic meetings, any materials furnished 
prior to or during the public meetings, 
and the policies and procedures gov-
erning the provision of vocational re-
habilitation services under the State 
plan. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 1820–0500) 

(Authority: Sections 101(a)(16)(A) and 
105(c)(3) of the Act; 29 U.S.C. 721(a)(16)(A), 
and 725(c)(3)) 

[66 FR 4382, Jan. 17, 2001, as amended at 66 
FR 7253, Jan. 22, 2001] 

§ 361.21 Consultations regarding the 
administration of the state plan. 

The State plan must assure that, in 
connection with matters of general pol-
icy arising in the administration of the 
State plan, the designated State agen-
cy takes into account the views of— 

(a) Individuals and groups of individ-
uals who are recipients of vocational 
rehabilitation services or, as appro-
priate, the individuals’ representatives; 

(b) Personnel working in programs 
that provide vocational rehabilitation 
services to individuals with disabil-
ities; 

(c) Providers of vocational rehabili-
tation services to individuals with dis-
abilities; 

(d) The director of the Client Assist-
ance Program; and 

(e) The State Rehabilitation Council, 
if the State has a Council. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 1820–0500) 

(Authority: Sections 101(a)(16)(B) of the Act; 
29 U.S.C. 721(a)(16)(B)) 

[66 FR 4382, Jan. 17, 2001, as amended at 66 
FR 7253, Jan. 22, 2001] 

§ 361.22 Coordination with education 
officials. 

(a) Plans, policies, and procedures. (1) 
The State plan must contain plans, 
policies, and procedures for coordina-
tion between the designated State 
agency and education officials respon-
sible for the public education of stu-
dents with disabilities that are de-
signed to facilitate the transition of 
students with disabilities from the re-
ceipt of educational services in school 
to the receipt of vocational rehabilita-
tion services under the responsibility 
of the designated State agency. 

(2) These plans, policies, and proce-
dures in paragraph (a)(1) of this section 
must provide for the development and 
approval of an individualized plan for 
employment in accordance with § 361.45 
as early as possible during the transi-
tion planning process but, at the lat-
est, by the time each student deter-
mined to be eligible for vocational re-
habilitation services leaves the school 
setting or, if the designated State unit 
is operating under an order of selec-
tion, before each eligible student able 
to be served under the order leaves the 
school setting. 

(b) Formal interagency agreement. The 
State plan must include information 
on a formal interagency agreement 
with the State educational agency 
that, at a minimum, provides for— 

(1) Consultation and technical assist-
ance to assist educational agencies in 
planning for the transition of students 
with disabilities from school to post- 
school activities, including vocational 
rehabilitation services; 

(2) Transition planning by personnel 
of the designated State agency and 
educational agency personnel for stu-
dents with disabilities that facilitates 
the development and completion of 
their individualized education pro-
grams (IEPs) under section 614(d) of the 
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