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number a student provides on the Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA) under a data match with the 
Social Security Administration. If the 
Social Security Administration con-
firms that number, the Secretary noti-
fies the institution and the student of 
that confirmation. 

(2) If the student’s verified social se-
curity number is the same number as 
the one he or she provided on the 
FAFSA, and the institution has no rea-
son to believe that the verified social 
security number is inaccurate, the in-
stitution may consider the number to 
be accurate. 

(3) If the Social Security Administra-
tion does not verify the student’s so-
cial security number on the FAFSA, or 
the institution has reason to believe 
that the verified social security num-
ber is inaccurate, the student can pro-
vide evidence to the institution, such 
as the student’s social security card, 
indicating the accuracy of the stu-
dent’s social security number. An insti-
tution must give a student at least 30 
days, or until the end of the award 
year, whichever is later, to produce 
that evidence. 

(4) An institution may not deny, re-
duce, delay, or terminate a student’s 
eligibility for assistance under the 
title IV, HEA programs because 
verification of that student’s social se-
curity number is pending. 

(b)(1) An institution may not dis-
burse any title IV, HEA program funds 
to a student until the institution is 
satisfied that the student’s reported so-
cial security number is accurate. 

(2) The institution shall ensure that 
the Secretary is notified of the stu-
dent’s accurate social security number 
if the student demonstrates the accu-
racy of a social security number that is 
not the number the student included 
on the FAFSA. 

(c) If the Secretary determines that 
the social security number provided to 
an institution by a student is incor-
rect, and that student has not provided 
evidence under paragraph (a)(3) of this 
section indicating the accuracy of the 
social security number, and a loan has 
been guaranteed for the student under 
the FFEL program, the institution 
shall notify and instruct the lender and 
guaranty agency making and guaran-

teeing the loan, respectively, to cease 
further disbursements of the loan, 
until the Secretary or the institution 
determines that the social security 
number provided by the student is cor-
rect, but the guaranty may not be 
voided or otherwise nullified before the 
date that the lender and the guaranty 
agency receive the notice. 

(d) Nothing in this section permits 
the Secretary to take any compliance, 
disallowance, penalty or other regu-
latory action against— 

(1) Any institution of higher edu-
cation with respect to any error in a 
social security number, unless the 
error was the result of fraud on the 
part of the institution; or 

(2) Any student with respect to any 
error in a social security number, un-
less the error was the result of fraud on 
the part of the student. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1091) 

§ 668.37 Selective Service registration. 
(a)(1) To be eligible to receive title 

IV, HEA program funds, a male student 
who is subject to registration with the 
Selective Service must register with 
the Selective Service. 

(2) A male student does not have to 
register with the Selective Service if 
the student— 

(i) Is below the age of 18, or was born 
before January 1, 1960; 

(ii) Is enrolled in an officer procure-
ment program the curriculum of which 
has been approved by the Secretary of 
Defense at the following institutions: 

(A) The Citadel, Charleston, South 
Carolina; 

(B) North Georgia College, 
Dahlonega, Georgia; 

(C) Norwich University, Northfield, 
Vermont; or 

(D) Virginia Military Institute, Lex-
ington, Virginia; or 

(iii) Is a commissioned officer of the 
Public Health Service or a member of 
the Reserve of the Public Health Serv-
ice who is on active duty as provided in 
section 6(a)(2) of the Military Selective 
Service Act. 

(b)(1) When the Secretary processes a 
male student’s FAFSA, the Secretary 
determines whether the student is reg-
istered with the Selective Service 
under a data match with the Selective 
Service. 
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(2) Under the data match, Selective 
Service reports to the Secretary 
whether its records indicate that the 
student is registered, and the Sec-
retary reports the results of the data 
match to the student and the institu-
tion the student is attending. 

(c)(1) If the Selective Service does 
not confirm through the data match, 
that the student is registered, the stu-
dent can establish that he— 

(i) Is registered; 
(ii) Is not, or was not required to be, 

registered; 
(iii) Has registered since the submis-

sion of the FAFSA; or 
(iv) Meets the conditions of para-

graph (d) of this section. 
(2) An institution must give a stu-

dent at least 30 days, or until the end 
of the award year, whichever is later, 
to provide evidence to establish the 
condition described in paragraph (c)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) An institution may determine 
that a student, who was required to, 
but did not register with the Selective 
Service, is not ineligible to receive 
title IV, HEA assistance for that rea-
son, if the student can demonstrate by 
submitting clear and unambiguous evi-
dence to the institution that— 

(1) He was unable to present himself 
for registration for reasons beyond his 
control such as hospitalization, incar-
ceration, or institutionalization; or 

(2) He is over 26 and when he was be-
tween 18 and 26 and required to reg-
ister— 

(i) He did not knowingly and willfully 
fail to register with the Selective Serv-
ice; or 

(ii) He served as a member of one of 
the U.S. Armed Forces on active duty 
and received a DD Form 214, ‘‘Certifi-
cate of Release or Discharge from Ac-
tive Duty,’’ showing military service 
with other than the reserve forces and 
National Guard. 

(e) For purposes of paragraph (d)(2)(i) 
of this section, an institution may con-
sider that a student did not knowingly 
and willfully fail to register with the 
Selective Service only if— 

(1) The student submits to the insti-
tution an advisory opinion from the 
Selective Service System that does not 
dispute the student’s claim that he did 

not knowingly and willfully fail to reg-
ister; and 

(2) The institution does not have 
uncontroverted evidence that the stu-
dent knowingly and willfully failed to 
register. 

(f)(1) A student who is required to 
register with the Selective Service and 
has been denied title IV, HEA program 
assistance because he has not proven to 
the institution that he has registered 
with Selective Service may seek a 
hearing from the Secretary by filing a 
request in writing with the Secretary. 
The student must submit with that re-
quest— 

(i) A statement that he is in compli-
ance with registration requirements; 

(ii) A concise statement of the rea-
sons why he has not been able to prove 
that he is in compliance with those re-
quirements; and 

(iii) Copies of all material that he 
has already supplied to the institution 
to verify his compliance. 

(2) The Secretary provides an oppor-
tunity for a hearing to a student who— 

(i) Asserts that he is in compliance 
with registration requirements; and 

(ii) Files a written request for a hear-
ing in accordance with paragraph (f)(1) 
of this section within the award year 
for which he was denied title IV, HEA 
program assistance or within 30 days 
following the end of the payment pe-
riod, whichever is later. 

(3) An official designated by the Sec-
retary shall conduct any hearing held 
under paragraph (f)(2) of this section. 
The sole purpose of this hearing is the 
determination of compliance with reg-
istration requirements. At this hear-
ing, the student retains the burden of 
proving compliance, by credible evi-
dence, with the requirements of the 
Military Selective Service Act. The 
designated official shall not consider 
challenges based on constitutional or 
other grounds to the requirements that 
a student state and verify, if required, 
compliance with registration require-
ments, or to those registration require-
ments themselves. 

(g) Any determination of compliance 
made under this section is final unless 
reopened by the Secretary and revised 
on the basis of additional evidence. 

(h) Any determination of compliance 
made under this section is binding only 
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for purposes of determining eligibility 
for title IV, HEA program assistance. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1091 and 50 App. 462) 

[60 FR 61812, Dec. 1. 1995, as amended at 61 
FR 3776, Feb. 1, 1996] 

§ 668.38 Enrollment in telecommuni-
cations and correspondence 
courses. 

(a) If a student is enrolled in cor-
respondence courses, the student is eli-
gible to receive title IV, HEA program 
assistance only if the correspondence 
courses are part of a program that 
leads to an associate, bachelor’s, or 
graduate degree. 

(b)(1) For purposes of this section, a 
student enrolled in a telecommuni-
cations course at an institution of 
higher education is not enrolled in a 
correspondence course. 

(2) For purposes of paragraph (b)(1) of 
this section, an institution of higher 
education is one that is not an insti-
tute or school described in section 
3(3)(C) of the Carl D. Perkins Voca-
tional and Applied Technology Act of 
1995. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1091) 

[60 FR 61810, Dec. 1, 1995, as amended at 64 
FR 57358, Oct. 22, 1999; 71 FR 45696, Aug. 9, 
2006] 

§ 668.39 Study abroad programs. 
A student enrolled in a program of 

study abroad is eligible to receive title 
IV, HEA program assistance if— 

(a) The student remains enrolled as a 
regular student in an eligible program 
at an eligible institution during his or 
her program of study abroad; and 

(b) The eligible institution approves 
the program of study abroad for aca-
demic credit. However, the study 
abroad program need not be required as 
part of the student’s eligible degree 
program. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1091(o)) 

§ 668.40 Conviction for possession or 
sale of illegal drugs. 

(a)(1) A student is ineligible to re-
ceive title IV, HEA program funds, for 
the period described in paragraph (b) of 
this section, if the student has been 
convicted of an offense under any Fed-
eral or State law involving the posses-
sion or sale of illegal drugs for conduct 

that occurred during a period of enroll-
ment for which the student was receiv-
ing title IV, HEA program funds. How-
ever, the student may regain eligibility 
before that time period expires under 
the conditions described in paragraph 
(c) of this section. 

(2) For purposes of this section, a 
conviction means only a conviction 
that is on a student’s record. A convic-
tion that was reversed, set aside, or re-
moved from the student’s record is not 
relevant for purposes of this section, 
nor is a determination or adjudication 
arising out of a juvenile proceeding. 

(3) For purposes of this section, an il-
legal drug is a controlled substance as 
defined by section 102(6) of the Con-
trolled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 
801(6)), and does not include alcohol or 
tobacco. 

(b)(1) Possession. Except as provided 
in paragraph (c) of this section, if a 
student has been convicted— 

(i) Only one time for possession of il-
legal drugs, the student is ineligible to 
receive title IV, HEA program funds for 
one year after the date of conviction; 

(ii) Two times for possession of ille-
gal drugs, the student is ineligible to 
receive title IV, HEA program funds for 
two years after the date of the second 
conviction; or 

(iii) Three or more times for posses-
sion of illegal drugs, the student is in-
eligible to receive title IV, HEA pro-
gram funds for an indefinite period 
after the date of the third conviction. 

(2) Sale. Except as provided in para-
graph (c) of this section, if a student 
has been convicted— 

(i) Only one time for sale of illegal 
drugs, the student is ineligible to re-
ceive title IV, HEA program funds for 
two years after the date of conviction; 
or 

(ii) Two or more times for sale of ille-
gal drugs, the student is ineligible to 
receive Title IV, HEA program funds 
for an indefinite period after the date 
of the second conviction. 

(c) If a student successfully com-
pletes a drug rehabilitation program 
described in paragraph (d) of this sec-
tion after the student’s most recent 
drug conviction, the student regains 
eligibility on the date the student suc-
cessfully completes the program. 
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