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§ 223.114 Acquisition by third party. 
No agreement permitting a third 

party to acquire the rights of a pur-
chaser under a timber sale contract 
may be recognized and approved by the 
Forest Service except in writing, 
signed by the officer approving the 
sale, his successor, or superior officer. 
Such approval shall not relieve the 
purchaser of his responsibilities or li-
abilities under the timber sale contract 
and may be given only if— 

(a) The third party is acceptable to 
the Forest Service as a purchaser of 
timber under the conditions and re-
quirements then in effect for similar 
timber sales and assumes in writing all 
of the obligations to the Forest Service 
under the terms of the timber sale con-
tract as to the uncompleted portion 
thereof, or 

(b) The rights are acquired in trust as 
security and subject to such conditions 
as may be necessary for the protection 
of the public interests. 

§ 223.115 Contract extensions. 
The term of any contract or permit 

shall not be extended unless the ap-
proving officer finds: 

(a) That the purchaser has diligently 
performed in accordance with contract 
provisions and an approved plan of op-
eration; or 

(b) That the substantial overriding 
public interest justifies the extension. 

§ 223.116 Cancellation. 
(a) Timber sale contracts and permits 

may be canceled: 
(1) For serious or continued violation 

of their terms. 
(2) Upon application, or with the con-

sent of the purchaser, when such action 
is of advantage to the United States or 
not prejudicial to its interests. 

(3) Upon application of the purchaser 
if the value of the timber remaining to 
be cut is diminished materially be-
cause of catastrophic damage caused 
by forces beyond the control of the pur-
chaser resulting in (i) physical change 
in the sale area or access to it, or (ii) 
damage to timber remaining to be cut. 

(4) For conviction of violation of 
criminal statutes or, following final 
agency or judicial determination, of 
violation of civil standards, orders, per-
mits, or others regulations for the pro-

tection of environmental quality issued 
by a Federal agency, State agency, or 
political subdivision thereof, in the 
conduct of operations thereunder, on 
National Forest System land, unless 
compliance with such laws or regula-
tions would preclude performance of 
other contractual requirements. 

(5) Upon determination by the Chief, 
Forest Service, that operations there-
under would result in serious environ-
mental degradation or resource dam-
age and with reasonable compensation 
to the purchaser for unrecovered costs 
incurred under the contract and the 
difference between the current con-
tract value and the average value of 
comparable National Forest timber 
sold during the preceding 6-month pe-
riod. 

(b) Cancellation will be by the Chief, 
Forest Service. Authority to cancel 
contracts under paragraph (a)(1) 
through (4) of this section may be dele-
gated to Regional Foresters for sales 
within their authorization. All con-
tract cancellations under paragraph 
(a)(5) of this section shall be by the 
Chief, Forest Service, whose decision 
shall be the final agency decision. 

[42 FR 28252, June 2, 1977, as amended at 48 
FR 23819, May 27, 1983. Redesignated at 49 FR 
2761, Jan. 23, 1984] 

§ 223.117 Administration of coopera-
tive or Federal sustained yield 
units. 

With respect to sustained yield units 
established pursuant to the provisions 
of the Act of March 29, 1944 (58 Stat. 
132; 16 U.S.C. 583–583l), the Chief, Forest 
Service, with authority to delegate to 
other officers and employees of the 
Forest Service: 

(a) Shall provide that National For-
est timber in any sustained yield unit 
shall be available in sufficient amounts 
to meet the needs of bona fide farmers, 
settlers, miners, residents and pros-
pectors for minerals for personal and 
domestic use as provided by law and by 
regulation. 

(b) May offer for sale to cooperators, 
without competition but at not less 
than appraised value, timber on Na-
tional Forest lands within an approved 
cooperative sustained yield unit; or, if 
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the approved sustained yield unit con-
sists entirely of federally owned or ad-
ministered forest land and if necessary 
for the maintenance of a stable com-
munity or communities, may offer Na-
tional Forest timber for sale to respon-
sible operators within such community 
or communities, at not less than ap-
praised value but without competition 
or with competition restricted to re-
sponsible operators who will manufac-
ture the timber to at least a stated de-
gree within the community or commu-
nities to be maintained. Each such sale 
which involves more than $500 in 
stumpage value may be made only 
after notice has been given in advance 
by such means as may be deemed effec-
tive in informing the public of the pro-
posed action, including in any event, 
publication, once weekly for four con-
secutive weeks and with additional in-
sertions if needed, in one or more news-
papers of general circulation in the vi-
cinity of the place where the timber is 
located, of a notice of the proposed sale 
stating at least: 

(1) The location, estimated quantity 
and appraised value of the timber to be 
cut; 

(2) The name and address of the pro-
posed purchaser or those of the opera-
tors among whom bidding is to be re-
stricted; 

(3) The time and place of a public ad-
visory hearing on the proposed sale, to 
be held not earlier than 30 days after 
the first publication of said notice, if 
requested by the State or county where 
the timber is located or by any other 
person deemed to have a reasonable in-
terest in the proposed sale or in its 
terms; and 

(4) The title and address of the officer 
of the Forest Service to whom any re-
quest for such hearing should be made. 
Such requests need be considered only 
if received at the place designated in 
the notice not later than 15 days after 
the first publication of such notice. If a 
public advisory hearing is to be held, 
notice of it shall be published in the 
same newspaper or newspapers as the 
original notice, stating the place where 
it will be held and the time, which 
shall not be earlier than 10 days after 
the first publication of the said notice 
of hearing, and shall appear once each 
week, but not for more than four suc-

cessive weeks in any event, until the 
date set for the hearing. Any such 
hearing shall be conducted by the Chief 
or by any officer designated by him as 
his representative, except that if the 
amount of the proposed sale is not in 
excess of that which the Regional For-
ester has been authorized to sell with-
out prior approval of the Chief the 
hearing may be held by the Regional 
Forester concerned or by his represent-
ative and decision may be by the Re-
gional Forester. At any such hearing, 
opportunity shall be given to those 
having a reasonable interest to make 
oral statements or to file written 
statements discussing the advantages 
and disadvantages of the proposed sale; 
and the officer holding the hearing 
may, in his discretion, permit the fil-
ing of such statements within a reason-
able period after the close of the hear-
ing to become part of the record for 
consideration before a decision is 
made. 

(c) Shall keep available for public in-
spection, 

(1) During the life of any sustained 
yield unit, the minutes or other record 
of the hearing held on the establish-
ment thereof, and the determination of 
action taken following the hearing in-
cluding any modification of the pro-
posals as submitted at the hearing; and 

(2) During the life of any cooperative 
agreement for coordinated manage-
ment the similar record of the hearings 
and actions determined upon; and 

(3) During the life of any sustained 
yield unit the similar record of any 
public hearing which may be held on a 
sale made without competition or with 
restricted competition and the action 
determined upon. Such records of any 
case may be kept in any office of the 
Forest Service designated by the Chief 
as being suitable and convenient of ac-
cess for probably interested persons. 

(d) Shall make provision, in any con-
tract for the purchase of timber with-
out competition or with restricted 
competition, if that contract is of more 
than 7 years’ duration and in his dis-
cretion in any case of shorter duration, 
for the redetermination of rates for 
stumpage and for required deposits to 
be paid by the purchasers, such rede-
termination to be effective at intervals 
or dates stated in the contract; but the 
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sum of such redetermined rates for 
stumpage and sale area betterment 
shall not be less than the base rates in 
the published notice of the proposed 
sale. 

(e) May modify and revise existing 
cooperative agreements entered into 
under said act after taking appropriate 
action. 

§ 223.118 Appeal process for small 
business timber sale set-aside pro-
gram share recomputation deci-
sions. 

(a) Decisions subject to appeal. The 
rules of this section govern appeal of 
recomputation decisions related to 
structural, special, or market changes 
or the scheduled 5-year recomputations 
of the small business share of National 
Forest System timber sales. Certain 
decisions related to recomputation of 
shares, such as structural change and 
carryover volume, may require two de-
cisions, one to determine that a re-
computation is needed and the other to 
recompute the shares. Decisions made 
both at the earlier stage as well as the 
later stage are appealable. 

(b) Manner of giving notice—(1) 
Predecisional notice and comment. The 
Responsible Official shall provide 
qualifying timber sale purchasers, as 
defined in paragraph (c)(1) of this sec-
tion, 30 days for predecisional review 
and comment on any draft decision to 
reallocate shares, including the data 
used in making the proposed recompu-
tation decision. 

(2) Notice of decision. Upon close of 
the 30-day predecisional review period, 
the Responsible Official shall consider 
any comments received. Within 15 days 
of the end of the comment period, the 
Responsible Official shall make a deci-
sion on the small business shares and 
shall give prompt written notice to all 
parties on the national forest timber 
sale bidders list for the affected area. 
The notice of decision must identify 
the name of the Appeal Deciding Offi-
cer, the address, the date by which an 
appeal must be filed, and a source for 
obtaining the appeal procedures infor-
mation. 

(c) Who may appeal or file written com-
ments as an interested party. (1) Only 
timber sale purchasers, or their rep-
resentatives, who are affected by re-

computations of the small business 
share of timber sales as described in 
paragraph (a) of this section and who 
have submitted predecisional com-
ments pursuant to paragraph (b)(1) of 
this section, may appeal recomputa-
tion decisions under this section or 
may file written comments as an inter-
ested party. 

(2) Interested parties are defined as 
the Small Business Administration and 
those timber sale purchasers, or their 
representatives, who are affected by re-
computations of the small business 
share of timber sales as described in 
paragraph (a) of this section and who 
have individually, or through an asso-
ciation to which they belong, sub-
mitted predecisional comments pursu-
ant to paragraph (b)(1) of this section. 

(i) A timber sale purchaser may sub-
mit comments on an appeal as an in-
terested party if an association to 
which the purchaser belongs filed 
predecisional comment but later de-
cides not to appeal or not to file com-
ments as an interested party. 

(ii) A timber sale purchaser, who is a 
member of an association that appeals 
a decision, may not file a separate ap-
peal unless that purchaser filed sepa-
rate predecisional comment under 
paragraph (b)(1). 

(3) Interested parties who submit 
written comments on an appeal filed by 
another party may not continue an ap-
peal if the appellant withdraws the ap-
peal. 

(d) Level of appeal. Only one level of 
review is available for appeal of deci-
sions pertaining to recomputations 
under the Small Business Timber Sale 
Set-aside Program. The Appeal Decid-
ing Officer is the official one level 
above the level of the Responsible Offi-
cial who made the recomputation of 
shares decision. The Responsible Offi-
cial is normally the Forest Supervisor; 
thus, the Appeal Deciding Officer is 
normally the Regional Forester. How-
ever, when the Regional Forester 
makes recomputation decisions, the 
Appeal Deciding Officer is the Chief or 
such officer at the National head-
quarters level as the Chief may des-
ignate. 

(e) Filing procedures. In order to file 
an appeal under this section, an appel-
lant must file a notice of appeal, as 
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