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(e) The Chief, in consultation with 
the State Foresters, shall annually re-
evaluate and set the percentage of Pro-
gram funding to be made available for 
landowner forest stewardship plan de-
velopment (§ 230.7(a)(1) of this sub- 
part). 

(f) The Chief may enter into such 
agreements with any other USDA 
agency as are necessary to administer 
the Program. These agreements may 
include provisions authorizing the col-
lection of Program participant infor-
mation, the management of accounting 
ledgers, and the disbursement of pay-
ment to participants. 

(g) The Chief shall retain final au-
thority to resolve all issues which may 
arise in the administration of the Pro-
gram. 

§ 230.4 State program administration. 

(a) In each State participating in the 
Program, the Secretary of Agriculture, 
in consultation with the State For-
ester, shall establish a State Forest 
Stewardship Coordinating Committee 
whose composition meets the require-
ments of section 19(b) of the Act. The 
Committee shall be chaired by the 
State Forester, or the designee thereof. 

(b) In each State participating in the 
Program, the Committee shall rec-
ommend to the State Forester for ap-
proval: 

(1) Stewardship Incentive Program 
needs within the State; 

(2) The minimum contiguous acreage 
of eligible nonindustrial private forest 
land, consistent with § 230.5(c) of this 
subpart; 

(3) Those nationally approved prac-
tices that will be eligible for cost-share 
assistance within the State; 

(4) Those nationally approved tech-
nical practices and minimum specifica-
tions to be used in implementing prac-
tices; 

(5) The cost-share levels, by practice, 
which will encourage tree planting, 
maintenance, and improvement, and 
other high priority practices within 
the State that will result in multiple 
resource benefits: 

(6) The fixed rate or reimbursement 
or designated percentage of total cost 
for practice components; 

(7) The distribution mechanism for 
the allocation of cost-share funds with-
in the State; 

(8) The assignment of technical re-
sponsibility, by type of Program prac-
tice, to the appropriate Service Rep-
resentative; 

(9) Guidelines for establishing annual 
priorities for the approval of landowner 
applications; 

(10) The mechanisms for ensuring 
landowner compliance with practice 
specification; 

(11) The mechanisms to monitor 
State participation in the Program; 
and 

(12) Any adjustments in Program 
guideline, administration, or funding 
levels to better achieve Program objec-
tives within the State. 

(c) The State Forester, after giving 
full consideration to the recommenda-
tions of the Committee, shall approve 
Program administration procedures as 
set forth in paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion. In the event a Committee fails to 
make timely recommendations with 
regard to any matter listed in para-
graph (b) of this section, the State For-
ester is authorized to approve adminis-
trative procedures for implementing 
the Program without further delay. 

(d) To participate in the Program, 
the State Forester, in consultation 
with the Committee, shall develop a 
State plan that shall provide baseline 
data on the forest resources of the 
State; outline threats to the forest re-
sources of the State; describe economic 
and environmental opportunities that 
are linked with the forest resources of 
the State; address management prob-
lems, opportunities, and objectives as-
sociated with intermingled Federal, 
State, and private land ownership pat-
terns within the State; and make plan-
ning recommendations for Federal, 
State, and local implementation of the 
Act. 

(1) The State Plan shall cover a 5- 
year period, identify management 
goals for nonindustrial private forest 
lands and set priorities for achieving 
the goals and objectives identified for 
the State for each year. 

(2) State Foresters may use existing 
resource inventories, landowner sur-
veys, and other relevant planning data 
to develop the State plan. 
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(3) State plans shall become effective 
upon approval by the Chief. 

(e) The State Forester shall admin-
ister the Program within the State and 
monitor the Programs to ensure that it 
is achieving desired results and shall 
ensure landowner compliance with 
practice installation specifications and 
maintenance of the practice. 

(f) Not more than 10 percent of a 
State allocation of funds may be used 
to finance State Program development 
and administration. The State Forester 
must obtain approval from the Re-
gional Forester of the amount of the 
State’s Program allocation to be used 
for State Program development and ad-
ministration. 

(g) The percent of the State’s Pro-
gram allocation of funds that may be 
used to cost-share the development of 
Landowner Forest Stewardship plans 
will be determined pursuant to § 230.3(e) 
of this subpart. The State Forester 
must obtain approval from the Re-
gional Forester of the amount of the 
State’s Program allocation to be used 
for Landowner Forest Stewardship 
Plan development (§ 230.7(a)(1) of this 
subpart). 

(h) The State Forester shall docu-
ment and make available for public in-
spection all determinations made in 
consultation with the Committee. 

§ 230.5 Eligibility requirements. 
(a) All nonindustrial private forest 

landowners as defined in § 230.2 of this 
subpart, including those who produce 
forest products on a part-time or inter-
mittent basis, who meet the require-
ments of this section, are eligible to 
apply for and receive assistance under 
the Program without regard to race, 
color, religion, national origin, age, 
sex, marital status, or handicap. 

(b) To be eligible to receive cost- 
share funds under the Program, a land-
owner shall own not more than a total 
of 1,000 acres of nonindustrial private 
forest land, except where the State 
Forester, with the concurrence of the 
Regional Forester, determines that sig-
nificant public benefits would accrue 
from approval of a landowner owning 
not more than 5,000 acres. In making a 
determination of significant public 
benefits, the State Forester and the 
Regional Forester shall consider, at a 

minimum, whether the installation of 
practices by landowners who own more 
than 1,000 acres but less than 5,000 
acres are necessary to achieve cost-ef-
fective resource management objec-
tives without unduly affecting Pro-
gram participation of other eligible 
landowners. 

(c) To be eligible to receive cost- 
share funds under the Program, a land-
owner shall not own less than the min-
imum contiguous acreage as estab-
lished by the State Forester. However, 
in no case shall the minimum contig-
uous acreage requirement be higher 
than 25 acres. 

(d) To be eligible to receive cost- 
share funds under the Program, a land-
owner must agree to manage the fol-
lowing lands under a Landowner Forest 
Stewardship Plan prepared pursuant to 
§ 230.6 of this subpart: 

(1) All of their nonindustrial private 
forest land with existing tree cover 
within a contiguous tract; and 

(2) Other nonindustrial private forest 
land within the same contiguous tract 
which is identified by the landowner 
and approved by the Service Represent-
ative as suitable for growing trees and 
scheduled for conversion to a Program 
practice. 

(e) To be eligible to receive cost- 
share funds under the Program, a land-
owner must agree to maintain Program 
practices for 10 years, unless otherwise 
specified by the Chief. 

§ 230.6 Landowner forest stewardship 
plan. 

(a) Prior to receiving approval to im-
plement any Program practice identi-
fied in § 230.7(a)(2)–(9) of this subpart, 
eligible landowners shall have an ap-
proved landowner forest stewardship 
plan. The landowner forest stewardship 
plan shall be prepared by a Resource 
Management Professional and ap-
proved by a Service Representative and 
shall identify and describe actions to 
be taken by the landowner to protect 
and manage soil, water, aesthetic 
qualities, recreation, timber, and fish 
and wildlife resources in a manner 
which is compatible with the objec-
tives of the landowner. 

(b) A landowner forest stewardship 
plan shall be effective for not less than 
10 years, but shall be reviewed at least 
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