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Pennsylvania Avenue Development Corporation § 910.17 

plazas, or to reinforce vistas along 
major streets and thoroughfares. 

§ 910.14 Historic preservation. 

(a) The Development Area is located 
almost entirely within the Pennsyl-
vania Avenue National Historic Site, 
which was established to preserve the 
exceptional values of Pennsylvania Av-
enue and its environs in commemo-
rating or illustrating the history of the 
United States. The Pennsylvania Ave-
nue Area achieves national historic 
significance because of both its cere-
monial role in the life of the nation 
and its social and economic role in the 
life of the residents of Washington for 
more than a century. 

(b) The Historic Preservation Plan of 
the Corporation sets forth the adopted 
policy of the Corporation on historic 
preservation and development within 
the Development Area must be con-
sistent with this policy. 

(c) New construction adjacent to his-
toric structures will be required to 
take into account the qualities of the 
adjacent structures (with regard to 
height, scale, proportion, rhythm, tex-
ture, materials, architectural detail, 
and the amount of variety among the 
structures with respect to these quali-
ties as well as style and date of erec-
tion) to ensure that these structures 
maintain their historic or architec-
tural integrity, but will not necessarily 
be required to conform to them. 

(d) Wholly new construction and new 
construction in conjunction with pres-
ervation will, where appropriate, take 
into account the historic buildings to 
remain, aiming for the highest quality 
of contemporary design, consistent 
with the goals and objectives of the 
Historic Preservation Plan. 

§ 910.15 New development design. 

(a) All new development shall rep-
resent the best contemporary architec-
tural and urban planning concepts. 

(b) Where new development includes or 
relates to historic or architecturally 
meritorious buildings which are to be 
preserved, the design of the new devel-
opment should be aimed at retaining as 
much of the significant fabric of the 
Development Area as is possible con-
sistent with the goals of the Plan. 

§ 910.16 Land use. 

(a) Development within the Develop-
ment Area shall provide, and stimulate 
in neighboring areas, more lively and 
varied shopping, cultural, entertain-
ment, and residential opportunities, as 
well as high quality office uses. 

(b) That portion of the Development 
Area west of the FBI Building is des-
ignated for commercial development, 
primarily office and hotel uses with at-
tendant retail and service uses. That 
portion of the Development Area east 
of the FBI Building is designated for 
development with residential uses, of-
fice, institutional and entertainment 
uses supported by service and retail 
uses. 

(c) The kinds of uses and their loca-
tion within the Development Area 
shall be directly related to creating a 
lively atmosphere and to promoting an 
active street life throughout the day, 
evening, and weekend. 

(d) Introduction or expansion of re-
tail uses shall be encouraged as both 
reinforcement of existing retail uses 
and creation of new retail activities. 

(e) While recognized as important to 
the commercial life of any inner city, 
uses that do not generate lively activi-
ties are discouraged from locating 
along those street fronts within the 
Development Area which are consid-
ered major pedestrian thoroughfares. 

§ 910.17 Pedestrian circulation system. 

(a) An efficient, pleasant, and stimu-
lating pedestrian circulation system 
shall be developed to link the compo-
nents of the Development Area with 
the Mall and the city’s downtown. 

(b) Pedestrian circulation systems 
shall be designed to provide pedestrian 
comfort and convenience, to create 
more linear footage of storefront, to en-
courage recognition of the location of 
various METRO stops or other mass 
transit locations, and to link various 
historic and architecturally significant 
buildings, sites, and monuments which 
are scattered throughout and beyond 
the Historic Site. 

(c) Curb cuts across the north side-
walk areas of Pennsylvania Avenue 
shall be prohibited in order to reinforce 
its importance as the major pedestrian 
thoroughfare of the Development Area. 
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