
163 

Department of Veterans Affairs § 21.214 

§ 21.212 General policy in furnishing 
supplies during periods of rehabili-
tation. 

(a) Furnishing necessary supplies dur-
ing a period of rehabilitation services. A 
veteran will be furnished supplies that 
are necessary for a program of rehabili-
tation services. For example, a veteran 
training in a school will be furnished 
the supplies needed to pursue the 
school course. If additional supplies are 
subsequently needed to secure employ-
ment, they will be furnished during the 
period of employment services as pro-
vided in § 21.214(d). 

(b) Determining supplies needed during 
a period of rehabilitation. Subject to the 
provisions of §§ 21.210 through 21.222, 
VA will authorize only those supplies 
which are required: 

(1) To be used by similarly 
circumstanced non-disabled persons in 
the same training or employment situ-
ation; 

(2) To mitigate or compensate for the 
effects of the veteran’s disability while 
he or she is being evaluated, trained or 
assisted in gaining employment; or 

(3) To allow the veteran to function 
more independently and thereby lessen 
his or her dependence on others for as-
sistance. 

(c) When supplies may be authorized. 
Supplies should generally be author-
ized subsequent to the date of enroll-
ment in training or beginning date of 
other rehabilitation services unless 
there are compelling reasons to author-
ize them earlier. Supplies may not be 
authorized earlier than the date the 
veteran’s rehabilitation plan is ap-
proved by VA and the veteran is ac-
cepted by the facility or individual pro-
viding services. 

(d) Supplies needed, but not specifically 
required. VA may determine that an 
item, such as a calculator, while not 
required by the school for the pursuit 
of a particular school subject, is never-
theless necessary for the veteran to 
successfully pursue his or her program 
under the provisions of § 21.156 per-
taining to incidental goods and serv-
ices. The item may be authorized if: 

(1) It is generally owned and used by 
students pursuing the course; and 

(2) Students who do not have the 
item would be placed at a distinct dis-
advantage in pursuing the course. 

(e) Supplies for special projects and the-
ses. The amount of supplies that VA 
may authorize for special projects, in-
cluding theses, may not exceed the 
amount generally needed by similarly 
circumstanced nonveterans in meeting 
course or thesis requirements. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3104(a)) 

(f) Responsibility for authorization of 
supplies. The case manager is respon-
sible for the authorization of supplies, 
subject to requirements for prior ap-
proval contained in § 21.258 and other 
instructions governing payment of pro-
gram charges. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3106(e)) 

§ 21.214 Furnishing supplies for spe-
cial programs. 

(a) General. A veteran pursuing one of 
the following types of vocational reha-
bilitation programs is eligible for any 
types of supplies listed in § 21.212. The 
following paragraphs clarify the appli-
cability of the general provisions of 
§ 21.212 to these special situations. 

(b) Supplies furnished to veterans pur-
suing training in the home. VA may fur-
nish to veterans training in the home: 

(1) Books, tools, and supplies which 
schools or training establishments that 
train individuals outside the home for 
the objective the veteran is pursuing at 
home ordinarily require all students 
and trainees to personally possess; 

(2) Supplies and equipment which are 
essential to the prescribed course of 
training because the veteran is pur-
suing the course at home. Equipment 
in this category consists of items 
which ordinarily are not required by a 
school or training establishment; 

(3) Special equipment, such as a vise 
or drafting table; 

(4) Supplies needed to enable the vet-
eran to function more independently in 
his or her home and community. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3104(a)) 

(c) Supplies furnished to a veteran in 
farm cooperative training. The books and 
related training supplies which VA 
may furnish a veteran in farm coopera-
tive training depend upon the type of 
instruction he or she is receiving: 

(1) When organized, group instruction 
is part of a veteran’s course, VA will 
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furnish those books and supplies which 
the school requires all students in the 
school portion of the course to own 
personally or on a rental basis; 

(2) When all instruction is given on 
the veteran’s farm by an individual in-
structor, VA will furnish to a student 
only those textbooks and other sup-
plies which would ordinarily be re-
quired by a school. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3104(a)(7)) 

(d) Obtaining and maintaining employ-
ment. A veteran being furnished em-
ployment services may receive supplies 
which: 

(1) The employer requires similarly 
circumstanced nonveterans to own 
upon begining employment to the ex-
tent that the items were not furnished 
during the period in which the veteran 
was training for the objective, or the 
items that were furnished for training 
purposes are not adequate for employ-
ment; 

(2) VA determines that special equip-
ment is necessary for the veteran to 
perform his or her duties, subject to 
the obligation of the employer to make 
reasonable accommodation to the dis-
abling effects of the veteran’s condi-
tion. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3104(a), 4212) 

(e) Self-employment. The supplies and 
related assistance which may be fur-
nished, subject to the requirements 
prescribed under §§ 21.257 and 21.258, to 
a veteran for whom self-employment 
has been approved as the occupational 
objective, are generally limited to 
those necessary to begin operations: 

(1) Minimum stocks of materials, 
e.g., inventory of saleable merchandise 
or goods, expendable items required for 
day-to-day operations, and items which 
are consumed on the premises; 

(2) Essential equipment, including 
machinery, occupational fixtures, ac-
cessories, and appliances; and 

(3) Other related assistance such as 
business license fees. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3104(a)(12)) 

(f) Supplies and related assistance 
which may not be furnished for self-em-
ployment. VA may not authorize assist-
ance for: 

(1) Purchase of, or part payment for, 
land and buildings; 

(2) Making full or part payment of 
leases or rentals; 

(3) Purchase or rentals of trucks, 
cars, or other means of transportation; 

(4) Stocking a farm for animal hus-
bandry operations. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3104(a)(12)) 

[49 FR 40814, Oct. 18, 1984; 50 FR 9622, Mar. 11, 
1985, as amended at 75 FR 3169, Jan. 20, 2010] 

§ 21.216 Special equipment. 

(a) General. Special equipment should 
be authorized as necessary to enable a 
veteran to mitigate or overcome the ef-
fects of disability in pursuing a reha-
bilitation program. The major types of 
special equipment which may be au-
thorized include: 

(1) Equipment for educational or voca-
tional purposes. This category includes 
items which are ordinarily used by 
nondisabled persons pursuing evalua-
tion or training, modified to allow for 
use by disabled persons. e.g., calcula-
tors with speech capability for blinded 
persons. 

(2) Sensory aids and prostheses. This 
category includes items which are spe-
cifically designed to mitigate or over-
come the effects of disability. They 
range from eyeglasses and hearing aids 
to closed-circuit TV systems which am-
plify reading material for veterans 
with severe visual impairments. 

(3) Modifications to improve access. 
This category includes adaptations of 
environment not generally associated 
with education and training, such as 
adaptive equipment for automobiles or 
supplies necessary to modify a vet-
eran’s home to make either training or 
self-employment possible. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3104(a)) 

(b) Coordination with other VA ele-
ments in securing special equipment. In 
any case in which the veteran needs 
special equipment and is eligible for 
such equipment under other VA pro-
grams, such as medical care and treat-
ment at VA medical centers, the items 
will be secured under that program. 
The veteran must be found ineligible 
for needed special equipment under 
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