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§ 21.9585 Travel expenses. 

VA will not pay for any costs of trav-
el to and from the place of counseling 
regardless of whether the individual re-
quests educational and vocational 
counseling or whether the counseling is 
required. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 111, 3323(c)) 

APPROVED PROGRAMS OF EDUCATION AND 
COURSES 

§ 21.9590 Approved programs of edu-
cation and courses. 

(a) Payments of educational assist-
ance are based on pursuit of a program 
of education. In order to receive edu-
cational assistance under 38 U.S.C. 
chapter 33, an eligible individual 
must— 

(1) Be pursuing an approved program 
of education; 

(2) Be pursuing refresher, remedial, 
or deficiency courses as these courses 
are defined in § 21.7020(b); 

(3) Be pursuing other preparatory or 
special education or training courses 
necessary to enable the individual to 
pursue an approved program of edu-
cation; 

(4) Have taken an approved licensing 
or certification test, for which he or 
she is requesting reimbursement; or 

(5) Be an individual who has taken a 
course for which the individual re-
ceived tuition assistance provided 
under a program administered by the 
Secretary of a military department 
under 10 U.S.C. 2007(a) or (c), for which 
the individual is requesting edu-
cational assistance for the amount of 
established charges not covered by 
military tuition assistance. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3313, 3323(a), 3689) 

(b) Approval of the selected program of 
education. Subject to paragraph (a), VA 
will approve a program of education 
under 38 U.S.C. chapter 33 selected by 
the individual if: 

(1) The program meets the definition 
of a program of education in § 21.9505; 

(2) Except for a program consisting of 
a licensing or certification test, the 
program has an educational, voca-
tional, or professional objective as de-
scribed in § 21.7020(b)(13) or (22); 

(3) The courses, subjects, or licensing 
or certification tests in the program 
are approved for VA training; and 

(4) Except for a program consisting of 
a licensing or certification test de-
signed to help the individual maintain 
employment in a vocation or profes-
sion, the individual is not already 
qualified for the objective of the pro-
gram. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3034(a), 3323(a), 3471, 
3689) 

(c) Change of program. In determining 
whether an individual may change his 
or her selected program of education, 
VA will apply the provisions of 
§ 21.4234. 

(d) Programs not authorized under 38 
U.S.C. chapter 33. If an individual elect-
ed to receive benefits under 38 U.S.C. 
chapter 33 by relinquishing eligibility 
under 38 U.S.C. chapter 30, or 10 U.S.C. 
chapter 1606 or 1607, and the eligible in-
dividual requests educational assist-
ance for a program of education that is 
not authorized to be available to the 
individual under the provisions of 38 
U.S.C. chapter 33, but is available 
under the chapter the individual relin-
quished, VA will provide educational 
assistance at the rate payable under 
the provisions of the relinquished chap-
ter to the eligible individual for pur-
suit of any program of education that 
meets the approval criteria under— 

(1) 38 U.S.C. chapter 30, if the indi-
vidual was eligible under that chapter; 

(2) 10 U.S.C. chapter 1606, if the indi-
vidual was eligible under that chapter; 
or 

(3) 10 U.S.C. chapter 1607, if the indi-
vidual was eligible under that chapter. 

(Authority: Pub. L. 110–252, 122 Stat. 2377) 

§ 21.9600 Overcharges. 

(a) Overcharges by educational institu-
tions may result in the disapproval of en-
rollments. VA may disapprove an insti-
tution of higher learning for further 
enrollments if the institution of higher 
learning charges an individual, or re-
ceives from an individual, an amount 
for tuition and fees that exceeds the es-
tablished charges that the institution 
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