§ 775.5

39 CFR Ch. I (7–1–10 Edition)

Responsible official means the person,
or designated representative, who proposes an action and is responsible for
compliance with NEPA. For larger
projects, that person may not have the
financial authority to approve such action. The responsible official signs the
NEPA documents (FONSI, ROD) and
the REC.

[63 FR 45719, Aug. 27, 1998]

[63 FR 45719, Aug. 27, 1998]
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(11) Postal facility function changes
involving new uses of greater environmental intensity;
(12) Reduction in force involving
more than 1000 positions;
(13) Relocation of 300 or more employees more than 50 miles;
(14) Initiation of legislation.

§ 775.5 Classes of actions.
(a) Actions which normally require an
environment impact statement. None,
however the Postal Service will prepare an EIS when necessary based on
the factors identified in 40 CFR 1508.27.
(b) Actions requiring an environmental
assessment. Classes of actions that will
require an environmental assessment
unless categorically excluded include:
(1) Any project that includes the conversion, purchase, or any other alteration of the fuel source for 25 percent
or more of USPS vehicles operating
with fuel other than diesel or gasoline
in any carbon monoxide or ozone nonattainment area;
(2) Any action that would adversely
affect a federally listed threatened or
endangered species or its habitat;
(3) Any action that would directly affect public health;
(4) Any action that would require development within park lands, or be located in close proximity to a wild or
scenic river or other ecologically critical area;
(5) Any action affecting the quality
of the physical environment that would
be scientifically highly controversial;
(6) Any action that may have highly
uncertain or unknown risks on the
human environment;
(7) Any action that threatens a violation of applicable federal, state, or
local law or requirements imposed for
the protection of the environment;
(8) New construction of a facility
with vehicle maintenance or fuel dispensing capabilities, whether owned or
leased;
(9) Acquisition or lease of an existing
building involving new uses or a
change in use to a greater environmental intensity;
(10) Real property disposal involving
a known change in use to a greater environmental intensity;

§ 775.6

Categorical exclusions.

(a) The classes of actions in this section are those that the Postal Service
has determined do not individually or
cumulatively have a significant impact
on the human environment. To be categorically excluded, it must be determined that a proposed action fits within a class listed and there are no extraordinary circumstances that may
affect the significance of the proposal.
The action must not be connected to
other actions with potentially significant impacts or is not related to other
proposed actions with potentially significant impacts. Extraordinary circumstances are those unique situations
presented by specific proposals, such as
scientific controversy about the environmental impacts of the proposal, uncertain effects or effects involving
unique or unknown risks.
(b) Categorical exclusions relating to
general agency actions:
(1) Policy development, planning and
implementation that relate to routine
activities such as personnel, organizational changes or similar administrative functions.
(2) Routine actions, including the
management of programs or activities
necessary to support the normal conduct of agency business, such as administrative, financial, operational and
personnel action that involve no commitment of resources other than manpower and funding allocations.
(3) Award of contracts for technical
support services, management and operation of a government owned facility,
and personal services.
(4) Research activities and studies
and routine data collection when such
actions are clearly limited in context
and intensity.
(5) Educational and informational
programs and activities.
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