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this Office is responsible for imple-
menting the Resource Conservation 
and Recovery Act. The Office provides 
program policy direction to and eval-
uation of such activities throughout 
the Agency and establishes solid and 
hazardous wastes research require-
ments for EPA. 

(c) Office of Emergency and Remedial 
Response. The Office of Emergency and 
Remedial Response, under the super-
vision of a Director, is responsible for 
the emergency and remedial response 
functions of the Agency (i.e., 
CERCLA). The Office is specifically re-
sponsible for: 

(1) Developing national strategy, pro-
grams, technical policies, regulations, 
and guidelines for the control of aban-
doned hazardous waste sites, and re-
sponse to and prevention of oil and haz-
ardous substance spills; 

(2) Providing direction, guidance, and 
support to the Environmental Re-
sponse Teams and overseeing their ac-
tivities; 

(3) Providing direction, guidance, and 
support to the Agency’s non-enforce-
ment emergency and remedial response 
programs, including emergency and re-
medial responses to hazardous waste 
sites; 

(4) Developing national accomplish-
ment plans and resources; 

(5) Scheduling the guidelines for pro-
gram plans; 

(6) Assisting in the training of per-
sonnel; 

(7) Monitoring and evaluating the 
performance, progress, and fiscal sta-
tus of the Regions in implementing 
emergency and remedial response pro-
gram plans; 

(8) Maintaining liaison with con-
cerned public and private national or-
ganizations for emergency response; 

(9) Supporting State emergency re-
sponse programs; and 

(10) Coordinating Office activities 
with other EPA programs. 

(d) Office of Underground Storage 
Tanks. The Office of Underground Stor-
age Tanks, under the supervision of a 
Director, is responsible for defining, 
planning, and implementing regulation 
of underground storage tanks con-
taining petroleum, petroleum products, 
and chemical products. In particular, 
this Office is responsible for overseeing 

implementation of Subtitle I of the Re-
source Conservation and Recovery Act 
(RCRA), as amended. The Office devel-
ops and promulgates regulations and 
policies including notification, tank 
design and installation, corrective ac-
tion, and State program approvals. It 
also plans for an oversees utilization of 
the Underground Storage Tank Trust 
Fund established by the Superfund 
Amendments and Reauthorization Act 
of 1986 (SARA). 

[50 FR 26721, June 28, 1985, as amended at 52 
FR 30360, Aug. 14, 1987; 74 FR 30229, June 25, 
2009] 

§ 1.49 Office of Water. 

The Office of Water, under the super-
vision of the Assistant Administrator 
for Water who serves as the principal 
adviser to the Administrator in mat-
ters pertaining to water programs, is 
responsible for management of EPA’s 
water programs. Functions of the Of-
fice include program policy develop-
ment and evaluation; environmental 
and pollution source standards develop-
ment; program policy guidance and 
overview; technical support; and eval-
uation of Regional water activities; the 
conduct of compliance and permitting 
activities as they relate to drinking 
water and water programs; develop-
ment of programs for technical assist-
ance and technology transfer; develop-
ment of selected demonstration pro-
grams; economic and long-term envi-
ronmental analysis; and marine and es-
tuarine protection. 

(a) Office of Water Enforcement and 
Permits. The Office of Water Enforce-
ment and Permits, under the super-
vision of a Director, develops policies, 
strategies, procedures and guidance for 
EPA and State compliance monitoring, 
evaluation, and enforcement programs 
for the Clean Water Act and the Marine 
Protection Research and Sanctuaries 
Act. The Office also provides national 
program direction to the National Pol-
lutant Discharge Elimination System 
permit program. The office has over-
view responsibilities and provides tech-
nical assistance to the regional activi-
ties in both enforcement and permit-
ting programs. 
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(b) Office of Water Regulations and 
Standards. The Office of Water Regula-
tions and Standards, under the super-
vision of a Director, is responsible for 
the Agency’s water regulations and 
standards functions. The Office is re-
sponsible for developing an overall pro-
gram strategy for the achievement of 
water pollution abatement in coopera-
tion with other appropriate program 
offices. The Office assures the coordi-
nation of all national water-related ac-
tivities within this water program 
strategy, and monitors national 
progress toward the achievement of 
water quality goals and is responsible 
for the development of effluent guide-
lines and water quality standards, and 
other pollutant standards, regulations, 
and guidelines within the program re-
sponsibilities of the Office. It exercises 
overall responsibility for the develop-
ment of effective State and Regional 
water quality regulatory control pro-
grams. The Office is responsible for the 
development and maintenance of a cen-
tralized water programs data system 
including compatible water quality, 
discharger, and program data files uti-
lizing, but not displacing, files devel-
oped and maintained by other program 
offices. It is responsible for developing 
national accomplishment plans and re-
source and schedule guidelines for 
monitoring and evaluating the per-
formance, progress, and fiscal status of 
the organization in implementing pro-
gram plans. The Office represents EPA 
in activities with other Federal agen-
cies concerned with water quality regu-
lations and standards. 

(c) Office of Municipal Pollution Con-
trol. The Office of Municipal Pollution 
Control, under the supervision of a Di-
rector, is responsible for the Agency’s 
water program operations functions. 
The Office is responsible for developing 
national strategies, program and policy 
recommendations, regulations and 
guidelines for municipal water pollu-
tion control; for providing technical di-
rection and support to Regional Offices 
and other organizations; and for evalu-
ating Regional and State programs 
with respect to municipal point source 
abatement and control, and manpower 
development for water-related activi-
ties. The Office assures that priority 
Headquarters and regional activities 

are planned and carried out in a coordi-
nated and integrated fashion, including 
developing and implementing data sub-
mission systems. 

(d) Office of Drinking Water. The Of-
fice of Drinking Water, under the su-
pervision of a Director, is responsible 
for water supply activities of the Agen-
cy, including the development of an 
implementation strategy which pro-
vides the national policy direction and 
coordination for the program. This Of-
fice develops regulations and guide-
lines to protect drinking water quality 
and existing and future underground 
sources of drinking water, develops 
program policy and guidance for en-
forcement and compliance activities, 
and recommends policy for water sup-
ply protection activities. The office 
provides guidance and technical infor-
mation to State agencies, local utili-
ties, and Federal facilities through the 
Regional Offices on program planning 
and phasing; evaluates the national 
level of compliance with the regula-
tions; plans and develops policy guid-
ance for response to national, Re-
gional, and local emergencies; reviews 
and evaluates, with Regional Offices, 
technical data for the designation of 
sole-source aquifers; designs a national 
program of public information; pro-
vides program policy direction for 
technical assistance and manpower 
training activities in the water supply 
area; identifies research needs and de-
velops monitoring requirements for the 
national water supply program; devel-
ops national accomplishments’ plans 
and resource schedule guidelines for 
monitoring and evaluating the pro-
gram plans, and program performance, 
and fiscal status; develops program 
plans, and budget and program status 
reports for the water supply program; 
coordinates water supply activities 
with other Federal agencies as nec-
essary; and serves as liaison with the 
National Drinking Water Advisory 
Council. 

(e) Office of Ground-Water Protection. 
The Office of Ground-Water Protection, 
under the supervision of a Director, 
oversees implementation of the Agen-
cy’s Ground-water Protection Strat-
egy. This Office coordinates support of 
Headquarters and regional activities to 
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develop stronger State government or-
ganizations and programs which foster 
ground-water protection. The Office di-
rects and coordinates Agency analysis 
and approaches to unaddressed prob-
lems of ground-water contamination; is 
principally responsible for establishing 
and implementing a framework for de-
cision-making at EPA on ground-water 
protection issues; and serves as the 
focus of internal EPA policy coordina-
tion for ground-water. 

(f) Office of Marine and Estuarine Pro-
tection. The Office of Marine and Estua-
rine Protection, under the supervision 
of a Director, is responsible for the de-
velopment of policies and strategies 
and implementation of a program to 
protect the marine/estuarine environ-
ment, including ocean dumping. The 
Office provides national direction for 
the Chesapeake Bay and other estua-
rine programs, and policy oversight of 
the Great Lakes Program. 

(g) Office of Wetlands Protection. The 
Office of Wetlands Protection, under 
the supervision of a Director, admin-
isters the 404/Wetlands Program and 
develops policies, procedures, regula-
tions, and strategies addressing the 
maintenance, enhancement, and pro-
tection of the Nations Wetlands. The 
Office coordinates Agency issues re-
lated to wetlands. 

[50 FR 26721, June 28, 1985, as amended at 52 
FR 30360, Aug. 14, 1987] 

Subpart C—Field Installations 

§ 1.61 Regional Offices. 

Regional Administrators are respon-
sible to the Administrator, within the 
boundaries of their Regions, for the 
execution of the Regional Programs of 
the Agency and such other responsibil-
ities as may be assigned. They serve as 
the Administrator’s prinicipal rep-
resentatives in their Regions in con-
tacts and relationships with Federal, 
State, interstate and local agencies, in-
dustry, academic institutions, and 
other public and private groups. Re-
gional Administrators are responsible 
for: 

(a) Accomplishing national program 
objectives within the Regions as estab-
lished by the Administrator, Deputy 
Administrator, Assistant Administra-

tors, Associate Administrators, and 
Heads of Headquarters Staff Offices; 

(b) Developing, proposing, and imple-
menting approved Regional programs 
for comprehensive and integrated envi-
ronmental protection activities; 

(c) Total resource management in 
their Regions within guidelines pro-
vided by Headquarters; 

(d) Conducting effective Regional en-
forcement and compliance programs; 

(e) Translating technical program di-
rection and evaluation provided by the 
various Assistant Administrators, As-
sociate Administrators and Heads of 
Headquarters Staff Offices, into effec-
tive operating programs at the Re-
gional level, and assuring that such 
programs are executed efficiently; 

(f) Exercising approval authority for 
proposed State standards and imple-
mentation plans; and 

(g) Providing for overall and specific 
evaluations of Regional programs, both 
internal Agency and State activities. 

PART 2—PUBLIC INFORMATION 

Subpart A—Procedures for Disclosure of 
Records Under the Freedom of Infor-
mation Act 

Sec. 
2.100 General provisions. 
2.101 Where requests for records are to be 

filed. 
2.102 Procedures for making requests. 
2.103 Responsibility for responding to re-

quests. 
2.104 Responses to requests and appeals. 
2.105 Exemption categories. 
2.106 Preservation of records. 
2.107 Fees. 
2.108 Other rights and services. 

Subpart B—Confidentiality of Business 
Information 

2.201 Definitions. 
2.202 Applicability of subpart; priority 

where provisions conflict; records con-
taining more than one kind of informa-
tion. 

2.203 Notice to be included in EPA requests, 
demands, and forms; method of asserting 
business confidentiality claim; effect of 
failure to assert claim at time of submis-
sion. 

2.204 Initial action by EPA office. 
2.205 Final confidentiality determination 

by EPA legal office. 
2.206 Advance confidentiality determina-

tions. 
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