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The provisions of 40 CFR part 63, sub-
part A—General Provisions do not 
apply to this subpart except as noted in 
the subpart that references this sub-
part. 

(b) [Reserved] 

§ 63.961 Definitions. 
All terms used in this subpart shall 

have the meaning given to them in the 
Act and in this section. If a term is de-
fined in both this section and in an-
other subpart that references the use of 
this subpart, then the definition in this 
subpart shall take precedence when im-
plementing this subpart. 

Closure device means a cap, cover, 
hatch, lid, plug, seal, valve, or other 
type of fitting that, when the device is 
secured in the closed position, prevents 
or reduces air emissions to the atmos-
phere by blocking an opening to the in-
dividual drain system. Closure devices 
include devices that are detachable 
(e.g., a plug or manhole cover), manu-
ally operated (e.g., a hinged access lid 
or hatch), or automatically operated 
(e.g., a spring-loaded pressure relief 
valve). 

Hard-piping means pipe or tubing 
that is manufactured and properly in-
stalled in accordance with relevant 
standards (e.g., ANSI B31–3) and good 
engineering practices. 

Individual drain system means a sta-
tionary system used to convey regu-
lated-material to a waste management 
unit or to discharge or disposal. The 
term includes hard-piping, all drains 
and junction boxes, together with their 
associated sewer lines and other junc-
tion boxes (e.g., manholes, sumps, and 
lift stations) conveying regulated-ma-
terial. For the purpose of this subpart, 
an individual drain system is not a 
drain and collection system that is de-
signed and operated for the sole pur-
pose of collecting rainfall runoff (e.g., 
stormwater sewer system) and is seg-
regated from all other individual drain 
systems. 

Junction box means a sump, manhole, 
or access point to a sewer line or a lift 
station. 

Regulated-material means the waste-
water streams, residuals, and any other 
materials specified by the referencing 
subpart to be managed in accordance 
with the standards under this subpart. 

Sewer line means a lateral, trunk 
line, branch line, or other conduit used 
to convey regulated-material to a 
downstream waste management unit. 
Sewer lines include pipes, grates, and 
trenches. 

Waste management unit means the 
equipment, structure, or device used to 
convey, store, treat, or dispose of regu-
lated-material. Examples of waste 
management units include: wastewater 
tanks, surface impoundments, indi-
vidual drain systems, and biological 
wastewater treatment units. Examples 
of equipment that may be waste man-
agement units include containers, air 
flotation units, oil-water separators or 
organic-water separators, or organic 
removal devices such as decanters, 
strippers, or thin-film evaporation 
units. 

Water seal means a seal pot, p-leg 
trap, or other type of trap filled with 
water (e.g., flooded sewers that main-
tain liquid levels adequate to prevent 
air flow through the system) that cre-
ates a liquid barrier between the sewer 
line and the atmosphere. The liquid 
level of the seal must be maintained in 
the vertical leg of a drain in order to be 
considered a water seal. 

[61 FR 34193, July 1, 1996, as amended at 64 
FR 38989, July 20, 1999] 

§ 63.962 Standards. 
(a) The owner or operator subject to 

this subpart shall control air emissions 
from the individual drain system using 
one or a combination of the following: 

(1) Covers, water seals, and other air 
emission control equipment as speci-
fied in paragraph (b) of this section. 

(2) Hard-piping. 
(3) Venting of the individual drain 

system through a closed vent system 
to a control device in accordance with 
the following requirements: 

(i) The individual drain system is de-
signed and operated such that an inter-
nal pressure in the vapor headspace in 
the system is maintained at a level less 
than atmospheric pressure when the 
control device is operating, and 

(ii) The closed vent system and con-
trol device are designed and operated 
in accordance with the requirements of 
§ 63.693 in 40 CFR part 63, subpart DD— 
National Emission Standards for Haz-
ardous Air Pollutant Standards from 
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Off-Site Waste and Recovery Oper-
ations. 

(b) Owners and operators controlling 
air emissions from an individual drain 
system in accordance with paragraph 
(a)(1) of this section shall meet the fol-
lowing requirements: 

(1) The individual drain system shall 
be designed to segregate the organic 
vapors from regulated material man-
aged in the controlled individual drain 
system from entering any other indi-
vidual drain system that is not con-
trolled for air emissions in accordance 
with the standards specified in this 
subpart. 

(2) Drain control requirements. Each 
drain shall be equipped with either a 
water seal or a closure device in ac-
cordance with the following require-
ments: 

(i) When a water seal is used, the 
water seal shall be designed such that 
either: 

(A) The outlet to the pipe dis-
charging the regulated-material ex-
tends below the liquid surface in the 
water seal of the drain; or 

(B) A flexible shield or other device is 
installed which restricts wind motion 
across the open space between the out-
let of the pipe discharging the regu-
lated material and the drain. 

(ii) When a closure device is used 
(e.g., securing a cap or plug on a drain 
that is not receiving regulated-mate-
rial), the closure device shall be de-
signed to operate such that when the 
closure device is secured in the closed 
position there are no visible cracks, 
holes, gaps, or other open spaces in the 
closure device or between the perim-
eter of the drain opening and the clo-
sure device. 

(3) Junction box control requirements. 
Each junction box shall be equipped 
with controls as follows: 

(i) The junction box shall be equipped 
with a closure device (e.g., manhole 
cover, access hatch) that is designed to 
operate such that when the closure de-
vice is secured in the closed position 
there are no visible cracks, holes, gaps, 
or other open spaces in the closure de-
vice or between the perimeter of the 
junction box opening and the closure 
device. 

(ii) If the junction box is vented, the 
junction box shall be vented in accord-
ance with the following requirements: 

(A) The junction box shall be vented 
through a closed vent system to a con-
trol device except as provided for in 
paragraph (b)(3)(ii)(B) of this section. 
The closed vent system and control de-
vice shall be designed and operated in 
accordance with the standards speci-
fied in § 63.693. 

(B) As an alternative to paragraph 
(b)(3)(ii)(A) of this section, the owner 
or operator may vent the junction box 
directly to the atmosphere when all of 
the following conditions are met: 

(1) The junction box is filled and 
emptied by gravity flow (i.e., there is 
no pump) or is operated with no more 
than slight fluctuations in the liquid 
level. Large changes in the size of the 
junction box vapor headspace created 
by using a pump to repeatedly empty 
and then refill the junction box do not 
meet this condition. 

(2) The vent pipe installed on the 
junction box shall be at least 90 centi-
meters in length and no greater than 10 
centimeters in nominal inside diame-
ter. 

(3) Water seals are installed at the 
liquid entrance(s) to or exit from the 
junction box to restrict ventilation in 
the individual drain system and be-
tween components in the individual 
drain system. The owner or operator 
shall demonstrate (e.g., by visual in-
spection or smoke test) upon request 
by the Administrator that the junction 
box water seal is properly designed and 
restricts ventilation. 

(4) Sewer line control requirements. 
Each sewer line shall not be open to 
the atmosphere and shall be covered or 
closed in a manner such that there are 
no visible cracks, holes, gaps, or other 
open spaces in the sewer line joints, 
seals, or other emission interfaces. 

(5) Operating requirements. The owner 
or operator shall operate the air emis-
sion controls required by paragraphs 
(b)(2) through (b)(4) of this section in 
accordance with the following require-
ments: 

(i) Each closure device shall be main-
tained in a closed position whenever 
regulated-material is in the individual 
drain system except when it is nec-
essary to remove or open the closure 
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device for sampling or removing mate-
rial in the individual drain system, or 
for equipment inspection, mainte-
nance, or repair. 

(ii) Each drain equipped with a water 
seal and open to the atmosphere shall 
be operated to ensure that the liquid in 
the water seal is maintained at the ap-
propriate level. Examples of acceptable 
means for complying with this provi-
sion include but are not limited to 
using a flow-monitoring device indi-
cating positive flow from a main to a 
branch water line supplying a trap; 
continuously dripping water into the 
trap using a hose; or regular visual ob-
servations. 

(iii) Each closed-vent system and the 
control device used to comply with 
paragraph (b)(3)(ii)(A) of this section 
shall be operated in accordance with 
the standards specified in 40 CFR 
63.693. 

[61 FR 34193, July 1, 1996, as amended at 64 
FR 38990, July 20, 1999; 66 FR 1267, Jan. 8, 
2001] 

§ 63.963 [Reserved] 

§ 63.964 Inspection and monitoring re-
quirements. 

(a) The owner or operator shall in-
spect the individual drain system in ac-
cordance with the following require-
ments: 

(1) The individual drain system shall 
be visually inspected by the owner or 
operator as follows to check for defects 
that could result in air emissions to 
the atmosphere. 

(i) The owner or operator shall vis-
ually inspect each drain as follows: 

(A) In the case when the drain is 
using a water seal to control air emis-
sions, the owner or operator shall 
verify appropriate liquid levels are 
being maintained and identify any 
other defects that could reduce water 
seal control effectiveness. 

(B) In the case when the drain is 
using a closure device to control air 
emissions, the owner or operator shall 
visually inspect each drain to verify 
that the closure device is in place and 
there are no defects. Defects include, 
but are not limited to, visible cracks, 
holes, or gaps in the closure devices; 
broken, cracked, or otherwise damaged 
seals or gaskets on closure devices; and 

broken or missing plugs, caps, or other 
closure devices. 

(ii) The owner or operator shall vis-
ually inspect each junction box to 
verify that closure devices are in place 
and there are no defects. Defects in-
clude, but are not limited to, visible 
cracks, holes, or gaps in the closure de-
vices; broken, cracked, or otherwise 
damaged seals or gaskets on closure de-
vices; and broken or missing hatches, 
access covers, caps, or other closure de-
vices. 

(iii) The owner or operator shall vis-
ually inspect the unburied portion of 
each sewer line to verify that all clo-
sure devices are in place and there are 
no defects. Defects include, but are not 
limited to, visible cracks, holes, gaps, 
or other open spaces in the sewer line 
joints, seals, or other emission inter-
faces. 

(iv) The owner or operator shall per-
form the inspections initially at the 
time of installation of the water seals 
and closure devices for the individual 
drain system and, thereafter, at least 
once every year. 

(v) In the event that a defect is de-
tected, the owner or operator shall re-
pair the defect in accordance with the 
requirements of paragraph (b) of this 
section. 

(vi) The owner or operator shall 
maintain a record of the inspection in 
accordance with the requirements spec-
ified in § 63.965(a) of this subpart. 

(2) The owner or operator shall in-
spect and monitor the closed-vent sys-
tem and the control device in accord-
ance with the requirements specified in 
§ 63.693 in 40 CFR 63 subpart DD—Na-
tional Emission Standards for Haz-
ardous Air Pollutants from Off-Site 
Waste and Recovery Operations. 

(b) The owner or operator shall repair 
all detected defects as follows: 

(1) The owner or operator shall make 
first efforts at repair of the defect no 
later than 5 calendar days after detec-
tion and repair shall be completed as 
soon as possible but no later than 15 
calendar days after detection except as 
provided in paragraph (b)(2) of this sec-
tion. 

(2) Repair of a defect may be delayed 
beyond 15 calendar days if the owner or 
operator determines that repair of the 
defect requires emptying or temporary 
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