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[58 FR 28712, May 14, 1993, as amended at 59 FR 42957, Aug. 19, 1994; 68 FR 43807, July 24, 2003; 
73 FR 34649, June 18, 2008] 

§ 82.160 Approved equipment testing 
organizations. 

(a) Any equipment testing organiza-
tion may apply for approval by the Ad-
ministrator to certify equipment pur-
suant to the standards in § 82.158 and 
appendices B2 or C of this subpart. The 
application shall be mailed to: Section 
608 Recycling Program Manager; Glob-
al Programs Division; Mail Code: 6205J; 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agen-
cy; 1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW.; 
Washington, DC 20460. 

(b) Applications for approval must in-
clude written information verifying the 
following: 

(1) The list of equipment present at 
the organization that will be used for 
equipment testing. 

(2) Expertise in equipment testing 
and the technical experience of the or-
ganization’s personnel. 

(3) Thorough knowledge of the stand-
ards and recordkeeping and reporting 
requirements as they appear in §§ 82.158 
and 82.166 and Appendices B2 and/or C 
(as applicable) of this subpart. 

(4) The organization must describe 
its program for verifying the perform-
ance of certified recycling and recovery 
equipment manufactured over the long 
term, specifying whether retests of 
equipment or inspections of equipment 
at manufacturing facilities will be 
used. 

(5) The organization must have no 
conflict of interest and receive no di-
rect or indirect financial benefit from 
the outcome of certification testing. 

(6) The organization must agree to 
allow the Administrator access to 
records and personnel to verify the in-
formation contained in the application. 

(c) Organizations may not certify 
equipment prior to receiving approval 
from EPA. If approval is denied under 
this section, the Administrator or her 
or his designated representative shall 
give written notice to the organization 
setting forth the basis for her or his de-
termination. 

(d) If at any time an approved testing 
organization is found to be conducting 
certification tests for the purposes of 
this subpart in a manner not consistent 

with the representations made in its 
application for approval under this sec-
tion, the Administrator reserves the 
right to revoke approval in accordance 
with § 82.169. In such cases, the Admin-
istrator or her or his designated rep-
resentative shall give notice to the or-
ganization setting forth the basis for 
her or his determination. 

[58 FR 28712, May 14, 1993, as amended at 59 
FR 42962, Aug. 19, 1994; 68 FR 43808, July 24, 
2003] 

§ 82.161 Technician certification. 

(a) Effective November 14, 1994, tech-
nicians, except technicians who suc-
cessfully completed voluntary certifi-
cation programs that apply for ap-
proval under § 82.161(g) by December 9, 
1994, must be certified by an approved 
technician certification program under 
the requirements of this paragraph (a). 
Effective May 15, 1995, all technicians 
must be certified by an approved tech-
nician certification program under the 
requirements of this paragraph (a). 

(1) Technicians, as defined in § 82.152, 
who maintain, service, or repair small 
appliances must be properly certified 
as Type I technicians. 

(2) Technicians who maintain, serv-
ice, or repair medium-, high-, or very 
high-pressure appliances, except small 
appliances, MVACs, and MVAC-like ap-
pliances, or dispose of medium-, high-, 
or very high-pressure appliances, ex-
cept small appliances, MVACs, and 
MVAC-like appliances, must be prop-
erly certified as Type II technicians. 

(3) Technicians who maintain, serv-
ice, or repair low-pressure appliances 
or dispose of low-pressure appliances 
must be properly certified as Type III 
technicians. 

(4) Technicians who maintain, serv-
ice, or repair low- and high-pressure 
equipment as described in § 82.161(a) (1), 
(2) and (3) must be properly certified as 
Universal technicians. 

(5) Technicians who maintain, serv-
ice, or repair MVAC-like appliances 
must either be properly certified as 
Type II technicians or complete the 
training and certification test offered 
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by a training and certification program 
approved under § 82.40. 

(6) Apprentices are exempt from this 
requirement provided the apprentice is 
closely and continually supervised by a 
certified technician while performing 
any maintenance, service, repair, or 
disposal that could reasonably be ex-
pected to release refrigerant from ap-
pliances into the environment. The su-
pervising certified technician is re-
sponsible for ensuring that the appren-
tice complies with this subpart. 

(b) Test Subject Material. The Admin-
istrator shall maintain a bank of test 
questions divided into four groups, in-
cluding a core group and three tech-
nical groups. The Administrator shall 
release this bank of questions only to 
approved technician certification pro-
grams. Tests for each type of certifi-
cation shall include a minimum of 25 
questions drawn from the core group 
and a minimum of 25 questions drawn 
from each relevant technical group. 
These questions shall address the sub-
ject areas listed in appendix D. 

(c) Program Approval. Persons may 
seek approval of any technician certifi-
cation program (program), in accord-
ance with the provisions of this para-
graph, by submitting to the Adminis-
trator at the address in § 82.160(a) 
verification that the program meets all 
of the standards listed in appendix D 
and the following standards: 

(1) Alternative Examinations. Pro-
grams are encouraged to make provi-
sions for non-English speaking techni-
cians by providing tests in other lan-
guages or allowing the use of a trans-
lator when taking the test. If a trans-
lator is used, the certificate received 
must indicate that translator assist-
ance was required. A test may be ad-
ministered orally to any person who 
makes this request, in writing, to the 
program at least 30 days before the 
scheduled date for the examination. 
The letter must explain why the re-
quest is being made. 

(2) Recertification. The Administrator 
reserves the right to specify the need 
for technician recertification at some 
future date, if necessary, by placing a 
notice in the FEDERAL REGISTER. 

(3) Proof of Certification. Programs 
must issue individuals a wallet-sized 
card to be used as proof of certifi-

cation, upon successful completion of 
the test. Programs must issue an iden-
tification card to technicians that re-
ceive a score of 70 percent or higher on 
the closed-book certification exam, 
within 30 days. Programs providing 
Type I certification using the mail-in 
format, must issue a permanent identi-
fication card to technicians that re-
ceive a score of 84 percent or higher on 
the certification exam, no later than 30 
days after the program has received 
the exam and any additional required 
material. Each card must include, at 
minimum, the name of the certifying 
program, and the date the organization 
became a certifying program, the name 
of the person certified, the type of cer-
tification, a unique number for the cer-
tified person, and the following text: 

[Name of person] has been certified 
as a [Type I, Type II, Type III, and/or 
Universal, as appropriate] technician 
as required by 40 CFR part 82, subpart 
F. 

(4) The Administrator reserves the 
right to consider other factors deemed 
relevant to ensure the effectiveness of 
certification programs. 

(d) If approval is denied under this 
section, the Administrator shall give 
written notice to the program setting 
forth the basis for her or his deter-
mination. 

(e) If at any time an approved pro-
gram violates any of the above require-
ments, the Administrator reserves the 
right to revoke approval in accordance 
with § 82.169. In such cases, the Admin-
istrator or her or his designated rep-
resentative shall give notice to the or-
ganization setting forth the basis for 
her or his determination. 

(f) Authorized representatives of the 
Administrator may require technicians 
to demonstrate on the business entity’s 
premises their ability to perform prop-
er procedures for recovering and/or re-
cycling refrigerant. Failure to dem-
onstrate or failure to properly use the 
equipment may result in revocation of 
the certificate. Failure to abide by any 
of the provisions of this subpart may 
also result in revocation or suspension 
of the certificate. If a technician’s cer-
tificate is revoked, the technician 
would need to recertify before main-
taining, servicing, repairing or dis-
posing of any appliances. 
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(g)(1) Any person seeking approval of 
a technician certification program may 
also seek approval to certify techni-
cians who successfully completed a vol-
untary certification program operated 
previously by that person. Interested 
persons must submit to the Adminis-
trator at the address in § 82.160(a) 
verification that the voluntary certifi-
cation program substantially complied 
with most of the standards of § 82.161(c) 
and appendix D of subpart F of this 
part. If the program did not test or 
train participants on some elements of 
the test subject material, the person 
must submit supplementary informa-
tion on the omitted material to the Ad-
ministrator for approval and verify 
that the approved information will be 
provided to technicians pursuant to 
section j of appendix D of subpart F of 
this part. In this case, the person may 
not issue a certification card to a tech-
nician until he or she has received a 
signed statement from the technician 
indicating that the technician has read 
the supplementary information. Ap-
proval may be granted for Type I, Type 
II, or Type III certification, or some 
combination of these, depending upon 
the coverage in the voluntary certifi-
cation program of the information in 
each Type. In order to have their vol-
untary programs considered for ap-
proval, persons must submit applica-
tions both for approval as a technician 
certification program and for approval 
as a voluntary program by December 9, 
1994. 

(2)(i) Persons who are approved to 
certify technicians who successfully 
completed their voluntary programs 
pursuant to § 82.161(g)(1) must: 

(A) Notify technicians who success-
fully completed their voluntary pro-
grams of the Administrator’s decision 
within 60 days of that decision; 

(B) Send any supplementary mate-
rials required pursuant to § 82.161(g)(1) 
to technicians who successfully com-
pleted their voluntary programs within 
60 days of the Administrator’s decision; 
and 

(C) Send certification cards to tech-
nicians who successfully completed 
their voluntary programs within 60 
days of receipt of signed statements 
from the technicians indicating that 

the technicians have read the supple-
mentary information. 

(ii) Persons who are disapproved to 
certify technicians who successfully 
completed their voluntary programs 
pursuant to § 82.161(g)(1) must notify 
technicians who successfully com-
pleted their voluntary programs of the 
Administrator’s decision within 30 days 
of that decision. 

(iii) Persons who withdraw applica-
tions for voluntary program approval 
submitted pursuant to § 82.161(g)(1) 
must inform technicians who success-
fully completed their voluntary pro-
grams of the withdrawal by the later of 
30 days after the withdrawal or Decem-
ber 9, 1994. 

(3) Technicians who successfully 
completed voluntary certification pro-
grams may receive certification in a 
given Type through that program only 
if: 

(i) The voluntary certification pro-
gram successfully completed by the 
technician is approved for that Type 
pursuant to § 82.161(g)(1); 

(ii) The technician successfully com-
pleted the portions of the voluntary 
certification program that correspond 
to that Type; and 

(iii) The technician reads any supple-
mentary materials required by the Ad-
ministrator pursuant to § 82.161(g)(1) 
and section j of appendix D of subpart 
F of this part, and returns the signed 
statement required by § 82.161(g)(1). 

[58 FR 28712, May 14, 1993, as amended at 59 
FR 42957, 42962, Aug. 19, 1994; 68 FR 43808, 
July 24, 2003; 69 FR 11980, Mar. 12, 2004] 

§ 82.162 Certification by owners of re-
covery and recycling equipment. 

(a) No later than August 12, 1993, or 
within 20 days of commencing business 
for those persons not in business at the 
time of promulgation, persons main-
taining, servicing, or repairing appli-
ances except for MVACs, and persons 
disposing of appliances except for small 
appliances and MVACs, must certify to 
the Administrator that such person has 
acquired certified recovery or recycling 
equipment and is complying with the 
applicable requirements of this sub-
part. Such equipment may include sys-
tem-dependent equipment but must in-
clude self-contained equipment, if the 
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