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(d) The Director shall also provide to 
the affected Tribal government all no-
tices given to State governments under 
§ 124.10(c) of this chapter. 

§ 147.3003 Aquifer exemptions. 
(a) Aquifer exemptions in connection 

with Class II wells. In accordance with 
§ 144.7(b) and § 146.4 of this chapter, the 
portions of authorized injection zones 
into which existing Class II wells are 
currently injecting which are described 
in appendix A are hereby exempted. 
The exempted aquifers are defined by a 
one-quarter mile radius from the exist-
ing injection well. The exemption in-
cludes the intended injection zone only 
and is solely for the purpose of Class II 
injection. 

(b) Class III wells. In addition to the 
requirements of § 144.7(c)(1) of this 
chapter, an applicant for a uranium 
mining permit which necessitates an 
aquifer exemption shall submit a plug-
ging and abandonment plan containing 
an aquifer cleanup plan, acceptable to 
the Director, describing the methods or 
techniques that will be used to meet 
the standards of § 147.3011. The cleanup 
plan shall include an analysis of pre-in-
jection water quality for the constitu-
ents required by the Director. The Di-
rector shall consider the cleanup plan 
in addition to the other information re-
quired for permit applications under 
§§ 144.31(e) and 146.34 of this chapter. 

§ 147.3004 Duration of rule authoriza-
tion for existing Class I and III 
wells. 

Notwithstanding § 144.21(a)(3)(i)(B) of 
this chapter, authorization by rule for 
existing Class I and III wells will expire 
90 days after the effective date of this 
UIC program unless a complete permit 
application has been submitted to the 
Director. 

§ 147.3005 Radioactive waste injection 
wells. 

Notwithstanding §§ 144.24 and 146.51(b) 
of this chapter, owners and operators 
of wells used to dispose of radioactive 
waste (as defined in 10 CFR part 20, ap-
pendix B, table II, but not including 
high level and transuranic waste and 
spent nuclear fuel covered by 40 CFR 
part 191) shall comply with the permit-
ting requirements pertaining to Class I 

wells in parts 124, 144 and 146 of this 
chapter, as modified and supplemented 
by this subpart. 

§ 147.3006 Injection pressure for exist-
ing Class II wells authorized by 
rule. 

(a) Rule-authorized Class II saltwater 
disposal wells. In addition to the re-
quirements of § 144.28(f)(3)(ii) of this 
chapter, the owner or operator shall, 
except during well stimulation, use an 
injection pressure measured at the 
wellhead that is not greater than the 
pressure calculated by using the fol-
lowing formula: 

Pm=0.2d 

where: 

Pm=injection pressure at the wellhead in 
pounds per square inch 

d=depth in feet to the top of the injection 
zone. 

Owners and operators shall comply 
with this requirement no later than 
one year after the effective date of this 
program. 

(b) Rule-authorized Class II enhanced 
recovery and hydrocarbon storage wells. 
(1) In addition to the requirements of 
§ 144.28(f)(3)(ii) of this chapter, owners 
and operators shall use an injection 
pressure no greater than the pressure 
established by the Director for the field 
or formation in which the well is lo-
cated. The Director shall establish 
such maximum pressure after notice 
(including notice to the affected Tribe), 
opportunity for comment, and oppor-
tunity for public hearing according to 
the provisions of part 124, subpart A, of 
this chapter, and shall inform owners 
and operators and the affected Tribe in 
writing of the applicable maximum 
pressure; or 

(2) An owner or operator may inject 
at a pressure greater than that speci-
fied in paragraph (b)(1) of this section 
for the field or formation in which he is 
operating after demonstrating in writ-
ing to the satisfaction of the Director 
that such injection pressure will not 
violate the requirements of 
§ 144.28(f)(3)(ii) of this chapter. The Di-
rector may grant such a request after 
notice (including notice to the affected 
Tribe), opportunity for comment and 
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opportunity for a public hearing ac-
cording to the provisions of part 124, 
subpart A of this chapter. 

(3) Prior to the time that the Direc-
tor establishes rules for maximum in-
jection pressure under paragraph (b)(1) 
of this section the owner or operator 
shall: 

(i) Limit injection pressure to a 
value which will not exceed the oper-
ating requirements of § 144.28(f)(3)(ii); 
and 

(ii) Submit data acceptable to the Di-
rector which defines the fracture pres-
sure of the formation in which injec-
tion is taking place. A single submis-
sion may be made on behalf of two or 
more operators conducting operations 
in the same field and formation, if the 
Director approves. The data shall be 
submitted to the Director within one 
year of the effective date of this pro-
gram. 

§ 147.3007 Application for a permit. 

(a) Notwithstanding the require-
ments of § 144.31(c)(1) of this chapter, 
the owner or operator of an existing 
Class I or III well shall submit a com-
plete permit application no later than 
90 days after the effective date of the 
program. 

(b) The topographic map (or other 
map if a topographic map is unavail-
able) required by § 144.31(e)(7) of this 
chapter, shall extend two miles from 
Class II wells, and 21⁄2 miles from Class 
I and III wells. These maps will show 
all the information listed in paragraph 
144.31(e)(7) within 1⁄2 mile for Class II 
wells and 21⁄2 miles for Class I and III 
wells. 

§ 147.3008 Criteria for aquifer exemp-
tions. 

The aquifer exemption criterion in 
§ 146.4(c) of this chapter shall not be 
available for this program. 

§ 147.3009 Area of review. 

The area of review shall be defined as 
follows: 

(a) Class II wells. The area of review 
for Class II permits and area permits 
shall be defined by a fixed radius as de-
scribed in § 146.6(b) (1) and (2) of this 
chapter except that the radius shall be 
one-half mile. 

(b) Class I and III wells. The area of 
review for Class I and III wells are well 
fields which may be either: 

(1) An area defined by a radius two 
and one-half miles from the well or 
well field; or 

(2) An area one-quarter mile from the 
well or well field where the well field 
production at the times exceeds injec-
tion to produce a net withdrawal; or 

(3) A suitable distance, not less than 
one-quarter mile, proposed by the 
owner or operator and approved by the 
Director based upon a mathematical 
calculation such as that found in 
§ 146.6(a)(2) of this chapter. 

§ 147.3010 Mechanical integrity tests. 
The monitoring of annulus pressure 

listed in § 146.8(b)(1) of this chapter will 
only be acceptable if preceded by a 
pressure test, using liquid or gas that 
clearly demonstrates that mechanical 
integrity exists at the time of the pres-
sure test. 

§ 147.3011 Plugging and abandonment 
of Class III wells. 

To meet the requirements of 
§ 146.10(d) of this chapter, owners and 
operators of Class III uranium projects 
underlying or in aquifers containing up 
to 5,000 mg/l TDS which have been ex-
empted under § 146.4 of this chapter 
shall: 

(a) Include in the required plugging 
and abandonment plan a plan for aqui-
fer clean-up and monitoring which 
demonstrates adequate protection of 
surrounding USDWs. 

(1) The Director shall include in each 
such permit for a Class III uranium 
project the concentrations of contami-
nants to which aquifers must be 
cleaned up in order to protect sur-
rounding USDWs. 

(2) The concentrations will be set as 
close as is feasible to the original con-
ditions. 

(b) When requesting permission to 
plug a well, owners and operators shall 
submit for the Director’s approval a 
schedule for the proposed aquifer 
cleanup, in addition to the information 
required by § 146.34(c). 

(c) Cleanup and monitoring shall be 
continued until the owner or operator 
certifies that no constituent listed in 
the permit exceeds the concentrations 
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