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be permitted to appear before the Com-
mittee to present views orally. Gen-
erally, only those persons who have 
raised significant issues which, if valid, 
could influence the Committee’s deci-
sion in the matter under consideration 
will be permitted to appear. 

(b) When the Chair has approved the 
appearance before the Committee of an 
interested person who has made a writ-
ten request: 

(1) The name of the spokesperson and 
the names of any other persons plan-
ning to appear shall be provided to the 
Committee staff by telephone at least 
three working days before the meeting. 

(2) In the absence of prior authoriza-
tion by the Chair, only one person rep-
resenting a particular agency or orga-
nization will be permitted to speak. 

(3) Oral statements to the Committee 
and written material provided in con-
junction with the oral statements shall 
be limited to issues addressed in writ-
ten comments which have previously 
been submitted to the Committee as 
the result of notice of proposed rule-
making in the FEDERAL REGISTER. 

(4) Written material to be provided in 
conjunction with the oral presentation 
and an outline of the presentation shall 
be submitted to the Committee staff at 
least three working days before the 
meeting. 

(c) The Committee may also invite 
other interested persons to make oral 
presentations at Committee meetings 
when it determines that these persons 
can provide information which will as-
sist the Committee in making a deci-
sion on a proposed addition to the Pro-
curement List. Terms of appearance of 
such persons shall be determined by 
the Chair. 

PART 51–3—CENTRAL NONPROFIT 
AGENCIES 

Sec. 
51–3.1 General. 
51–3.2 Responsibilities under the AbilityOne 

Program. 
51–3.3 Assignment of commodity or service. 
51–3.4 Distribution of orders. 
51–3.5 Fees. 
51–3.6 Reports to central nonprofit agencies. 

AUTHORITY: 41 U.S.C. 46–48c. 

SOURCE: 56 FR 48979, Sept. 26, 1991, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 51–3.1 General. 

Under the provisions of section 2(c) of 
the JWOD Act, the following are cur-
rently designated central nonprofit 
agencies: 

(a) To represent nonprofit agencies 
for the blind: National Industries for 
the Blind. 

(b) To represent nonprofit agencies 
employing persons with other severe 
disabilities: NISH. 

§ 51–3.2 Responsibilities under the 
AbilityOne Program. 

Each central nonprofit agency shall: 
(a) Represent its participating non-

profit agencies in dealing with the 
Committee under the JWOD Act. 

(b) Evaluate the qualifications and 
capabilities of its nonprofit agencies 
and provide the Committee with perti-
nent data concerning its nonprofit 
agencies, their status as qualified non-
profit agencies, their manufacturing or 
service capabilities, and other informa-
tion concerning them required by the 
Committee. 

(c) Obtain from Federal contracting 
activities such procurement informa-
tion as is required by the Committee 
to: 

(1) Determine the suitability of a 
commodity or service being rec-
ommended to the Committee for addi-
tion to the Procurement List; or 

(2) Establish an initial fair market 
price for a commodity or service or 
make changes in the fair market price. 

(d) Recommend to the Committee, 
with the supporting information re-
quired by Committee procedures, suit-
able commodities or services for pro-
curement from its nonprofit agencies. 

(e) Recommend to the Committee, 
with the supporting information re-
quired by Committee procedures, ini-
tial fair market prices for commodities 
or services proposed for addition to the 
Procurement List. 

(f) Distribute within the policy guide-
lines of the Committee (by direct allo-
cation, subcontract, or any other 
means) orders from Government activi-
ties among its nonprofit agencies. 

(g) Maintain the necessary records 
and data on its nonprofit agencies to 
enable it to allocate orders equitably. 
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(h) Oversee and assist its nonprofit 
agencies to insure contract compliance 
in furnishing a commodity or a service. 

(i) As market conditions change, rec-
ommend price changes with appro-
priate justification for assigned com-
modities or services on the Procure-
ment List. 

(j) Monitor and assist its nonprofit 
agencies to meet the statutory and reg-
ulatory requirements to fully partici-
pate in the program. Conduct assist-
ance visits with its nonprofits as nec-
essary and provide the Committee with 
the results and recommendations of 
such visits. 

(k) When authorized by the Com-
mittee, enter into contracts with Fed-
eral contracting activities for the fur-
nishing of commodities or services pro-
vided by its nonprofit agencies. 

(l) At the time designated by the 
Committee, submit a completed, origi-
nal copy of the appropriate Initial Cer-
tification (Committee Form 401 or 402) 
for the nonprofit agency concerned. 
This requirement does not apply to a 
nonprofit agency that is already au-
thorized to furnish a commodity or 
service under the JWOD Act. 

(m) Review and forward to the Com-
mittee by December 1 of each year a 
completed original copy of the appro-
priate Annual Certification (Com-
mittee Form 403 or 404) for each of its 
participating nonprofit agencies cov-
ering the fiscal year ending the pre-
ceding September 30. 

(n) Perform other JWOD administra-
tive functions, including activities to 
increase Government and public aware-
ness of the JWOD Act subject to the 
oversight of the Committee. 

[56 FR 48979, Sept. 26, 1991, as amended at 59 
FR 59342, Nov. 16, 1994; 62 FR 32237, June 13, 
1997; 68 FR 53684, Sept. 12, 2003; 73 FR 28043, 
May 15, 2008] 

§ 51–3.3 Assignment of commodity or 
service. 

(a) The central nonprofit agencies 
shall determine by mutual agreement 
the assignment to one of them of a 
commodity or service for the purpose 
of evaluating its potential for possible 
future addition to the Procurement 
List, except that the Committee shall 
initially assign a commodity to Na-
tional Industries for the Blind when 

NISH has expressed an interest in the 
commodity and National Industries for 
the Blind has exercised the blind pri-
ority. 

(b) NISH shall provide National In-
dustries for the Blind with procure-
ment information necessary for a deci-
sion to exercise or waive the blind pri-
ority when it requests a decision. Na-
tional Industries for the Blind shall 
normally notify NISH of its decision 
within 30 days, but not later than 60 
days after receipt of the procurement 
information, unless the two central 
nonprofit agencies agree to an exten-
sion of time for the decision. Disagree-
ments on extensions shall be referred 
to the Committee for resolution. 

(c) If National Industries for the 
Blind exercises the blind priority for a 
commodity, it shall immediately no-
tify the Committee and NISH and shall 
submit to the Committee a proposal to 
add the commodity to the Procurement 
List within nine months of the notifi-
cation, unless the Committee extends 
the assignment period because of 
delays beyond the control of National 
Industries for the Blind. Upon expira-
tion of the assignment period, the 
Committee shall reassign the com-
modity to NISH. 

(d) The central nonprofit agency as-
signed a commodity shall obtain a de-
cision from Federal Prison Industries 
on the exercise or waiver of its priority 
and shall submit the procurement in-
formation required by Federal Prison 
Industries when it requests the deci-
sion. Federal Prison Industries shall 
normally notify the central nonprofit 
agency of its decision within 30 days, 
but not later than 60 days after receipt 
of the procurement information, unless 
it agrees with the central nonprofit 
agency on an extension of time for the 
decision. The central nonprofit agency 
shall refer a disagreement over an ex-
tension to the Committee for resolu-
tion with Federal Prison Industries. 

(e) The central nonprofit agency 
shall provide the Committee the deci-
sion of Federal Prison Industries on 
the waiver or exercise of its priority 
when it requests the addition of the 
commodity to the Procurement List. 
NISH shall also provide the decision of 
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