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pieces, or objects produced by a manu-
facturer which conform to the same en-
gineering drawing, standard, or speci-
fication and receive the same quality 
control and inspection. 

[46 FR 35644, July 10, 1981] 

§ 101–30.101–2 Item of supply. 

Item of supply means an item of pro-
duction that is purchased, cataloged, 
and assigned a national stock number 
by the Government. The item of supply 
is determined by the requirements of 
each Government agency’s supply sys-
tem. The item of supply concept dif-
ferentiates one item from another item 
in the Federal Catalog System. Each 
item of supply is expressed in and fixed 
by a national item identification num-
ber. An item of supply may be: 

(a) A single item of production; 
(b) Two or more items of production 

that are functionally interchangeable; 
(c) A more precise quality controlled 

item than the regular item of produc-
tion, or 

(d) A modification of a regular item 
of production. 

[46 FR 35644, July 10, 1981] 

§ 101–30.101–3 National stock number. 

The national stock number (NSN) is 
the identifying number assigned to 
each item of supply. The NSN consists 
of the 4-digit Federal Supply Classi-
fication (FSC) code and the 9-digit na-
tional item identification number 
(NIIN). The written, printed, or typed 
NSN configuration is 1234–00–567–8901. 
The following terms are elements of 
the 13-digit national stock number: 

(a) Federal Supply Classification (FSC) 
is a 4-digit number which groups simi-
lar items into classes. 

(b) National Codification Bureau (NCB) 
code is a 2-digit number designating 
the central cataloging office of the 
NATO or other friendly country which 
assigned the national item identifica-
tion number (NIIN) and is used as the 
first two digits of the NIIN. 

(c) National item identification number 
(NIIN) is a 9-digit number composed of 
the NCB code number (2-digits) fol-
lowed by 7 other nonsignificant digits. 

[41 FR 11308, Mar. 18, 1976] 

§ 101–30.101–4 Federal item identifica-
tion. 

Federal item identification means the 
approved item identification for the 
item of supply, plus the national stock 
number assigned to that item identi-
fication. It consists of four basic ele-
ments: The name of the item, the iden-
tifying characteristics, the Federal 
Supply Classification code, and the na-
tional item identification number. 

[41 FR 11308, Mar. 18, 1976] 

§ 101–30.101–5 Cataloging. 
Cataloging means the process of uni-

formly identifying, describing, 
classifying, numbering, and publishing 
in the Federal Catalog System all 
items of personal property (items of 
supply) repetitively procured, stored, 
issued, and/or used by Federal agencies. 

[41 FR 11308, Mar. 18, 1976] 

§ 101–30.101–6 Cataloging activity. 
Cataloging activity means the activity 

of a Federal agency having responsi-
bility for performing cataloging oper-
ations in identifying and describing 
items of supply in the Federal Catalog 
System. 

[41 FR 11308, Mar. 18, 1976] 

§ 101–30.101–7 Federal Catalog System. 
Federal Catalog System means the sin-

gle supply catalog system designed to 
uniformly identify, classify, name, de-
scribe, and number the items of per-
sonal property used by the Federal 
Government by providing only one 
classification, one name, one descrip-
tion, and one item identification num-
ber for each item of supply. It provides 
a standard reference language or termi-
nology to be used by all persons en-
gaged in the process of supply. 

[41 FR 11308, Mar. 18, 1976] 

§ 101–30.101–8 Conversion. 
Conversion means the changeover 

from using existing supply classifica-
tions, stock numbers, names, and iden-
tification data to using those of the 
Federal Catalog System in all supply 
operations, from determination of re-
quirements to final disposal. 

[41 FR 11308, Mar. 18, 1976] 
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