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appropriate ordering official of the fact
of the admission or treatment, to-
gether with information necessary to
determine the relative medical need for
the services and the eligibility of the
Indian for the services. The 72-hour pe-
riod may be extended if the ordering of-
ficial determines that notification
within the prescribed period was im-
practicable or that other good cause
exists for the failure to comply.

[43 FR 34654, Aug. 4, 1978. Redesignated at 52
FR 35048, Sept. 16, 1987]

§136a.14 Reconsideration and appeals.

(a) Any person who has applied for
and been denied health services or eli-
gibility by the Indian Health Service or
by any contractor contracting to ad-
minister an Indian Health Service pro-
gram or portion of a program, includ-
ing tribes and tribal organizations con-
tracting under the Indian Self-Deter-
mination Act, shall be notified of the
denial in writing together with a state-
ment of all the reasons for the denial.
The notice shall advise the applicant
that within 30 days from the receipt of
the notice the applicant.

(b) If the original decision is affirmed
on reconsideration, the applicant shall
be so notified in writing and advised
that an appeal may be taken to the
area or program director within 30 days
of receipt of the notice of the reconsid-
ered decision. The appeal shall be in
writing and shall set forth the grounds
supporting the appeal.

(c) If the original or reconsidered de-
cision is affirmed on appeal by the area
or program director, the applicant
shall be so notified in writing and ad-
vised that a further appeal may be
taken to the Director, Indian Health
Service, within 30 days of receipt of the
notice. The appeal shall be in writing
and shall set forth the grounds sup-
porting the appeal. The decision of the
Director, Indian Health Service, shall
constitute final administrative action.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 0915-0107)

[43 FR 34654, Aug. 4, 1978. Redesignated and
amended at 52 FR 35048, 35049, Sept. 16, 1987]

§136a.15

§136a.15 Health
Areas.

(a) The Indian Health Service will
designate and publish as a notice in the
FEDERAL REGISTER specific geographic
areas within the United States includ-
ing Federal Indian reservations and
areas surrounding those reservations
as Health Service Delivery Areas.

(b) The Indian Health Service may,
after consultation with all the Indian
tribes affected, redesignate the bound-
aries of any Health Service Delivery
Area followed by publication of a no-
tice in the FEDERAL REGISTER. Any re-
designation of a Health Service Deliv-
ery area will include the reservation,
and those areas close to the reserva-
tion boundaries which can reasonably
be considered part of the reservation
service area based on consideration of
the following factors:

(1) The number of persons residing in
the off-reservation area who would be
eligible under §36a.12(a) (1) and (3).

(2) The number of persons residing in
the off-reservation area who have tra-
ditionally received health services
from the Indian Health Service and
whose eligibility for services would be
affected;

(3) The geographic proximity of the
off-reservation area to the reservation;
and

(4) Whether the Indians residing in
the off-reservation area can be ex-
pected to need and to use health serv-
ices provided by the Indian Health
Service given the alternate resources
(health facilities and payment sources)
available and accessible to them.

(c) Notwithstanding paragraphs (a)
and (b) of this section, the Indian
Health Service may designate States,
subdivisions of States such as counties
or towns, or other identifiable geo-
graphic areas such as census divisions
or zip code areas, as Health Service De-
livery Areas where reservations are
nonexistent, or so small and scattered
and the eligible Indian population so
widely dispersed that it is inappro-
priate to use reservations as the basis
for defining the Health Service Deliv-
ery Area.

(d) Any Indian tribal government
may request a change in the bound-
aries of the Health Service Delivery

Service Delivery
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§1360.16

Area. Such a request should be sup-
ported by documentation related to the
factors for consideration set out in
paragraph (b) of this section and shall
include documentation of any con-
sultation with or notification of other
affected or nearby tribes. The request
shall be submitted to the appropriate
Area Director(s) who shall afford all In-
dian tribes affected the opportunity to
express their views orally and in writ-
ing. The Area Director(s) shall then
submit the request, including all com-
ments, together with the Area’s rec-
ommendation and independent findings
or verification of the factors set out in
paragraph (b) of this section, to the In-
dian Health Service Director or to the
Director’s designee for the Indian
Health Service decision. The decision
of the Indian Health Service Director
or the Director’s designee shall con-
stitute final agency action on the
tribe’s request. Changes in the bound-
aries of Health Service Delivery Areas
will be published in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 0915-0107)

[62 FR 35049, Sept. 16, 1987, as amended at 65
FR 53914, Sept. 6, 2000]

§136a.16 Beneficiary Identification
Cards and verification of tribal
membership.

(a) The Indian Health Service will
issue Beneficiary Identification Cards
as evidence of beneficiary status to
persons who are currently eligible for
services under §36a.12(a). Persons re-
questing Beneficiary Identification
Cards must submit or have on file evi-
dence satisfactory to the Indian Health
Service of tribal membership and resi-
dence within a Health Service Delivery
Area. The absence of a Beneficiary
Identification Card will not preclude
an otherwise eligible Indian from ob-
taining services though it may delay
the administrative determination that
an individual is eligible for services on
a no charge basis.

(b) For establishing eligibility or ob-
taining a Beneficiary Identification
Card, applicants must demonstrate
that they are members of a federally
recognized tribe. Membership in a fed-
erally recognized tribe is to be deter-
mined by the individual tribe or the

42 CFR Ch. I (10-1-10 Edition)

Bureau of Indian Affairs. Therefore,
the Indian Health Service will recog-
nize two methods of demonstrating
tribal membership:

(1) Documentation that the applicant
meets the requirements of tribal mem-
bership as prescribed by the charter,
articles of incorporation, or other legal
instruments or traditional processes of
the tribe and has been officially des-
ignated a tribal member by an author-
ized tribal official or body; or

(2) Certification of tribal enrollment
or membership by the Secretary of the
Interior acting through the Bureau of
Indian Affairs.

(c) Demonstrating membership in a
federally recognized tribe is the re-
sponsibility of the applicant. However,
the Indian Health Service may consult
with the appropriate tribe or the Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs on outstanding
questions regarding an applicant’s trib-
al membership if the Indian Health
Service has some documentation that
it believes may be helpful to the tribe
or the Bureau of Indian Affairs in mak-
ing their determination.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 0915-0107)

[60 FR 35050, Sept. 16, 1987, as amended at 65
FR 53914, Sept. 6, 2000]

Subpart C [Reserved]
Subpart D—Transition Provisions

SOURCE: 52 FR 35050, Sept. 16, 1987, unless
otherwise noted.

§136a.31 Transition period.

(a) The transition period for full im-
plementation of the new eligibility reg-
ulations consists of three parts;

(1) A six month delayed implementa-
tion;

(2) A six month grace period; and

(3) A health care continuity period
determined by medical factors.

§136a.32

(a) The eligibility requirements in
subparts A and B of this part become
effective March 16, 1988.

(b) During the six month delayed im-
plementation period the former eligi-
bility regulations will apply.

Delayed implementation.
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