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(a) Entitled to Part A of Medicare; 
and 

(b) Certified as being terminally ill in 
accordance with § 418.22. 

§ 418.21 Duration of hospice care cov-
erage—Election periods. 

(a) Subject to the conditions set 
forth in this part, an individual may 
elect to receive hospice care during one 
or more of the following election peri-
ods: 

(1) An initial 90-day period; 
(2) A subsequent 90-day period; or 
(3) An unlimited number of subse-

quent 60-day periods. 
(b) The periods of care are available 

in the order listed and may be elected 
separately at different times. 

[55 FR 50834, Dec. 11, 1990, as amended at 57 
FR 36017, Aug. 12, 1992; 70 FR 70546, Nov. 22, 
2005] 

§ 418.22 Certification of terminal ill-
ness. 

(a) Timing of certification—(1) General 
rule. The hospice must obtain written 
certification of terminal illness for 
each of the periods listed in § 418.21, 
even if a single election continues in 
effect for an unlimited number of peri-
ods, as provided in § 418.24(c). 

(2) Basic requirement. Except as pro-
vided in paragraph (a)(3) of this sec-
tion, the hospice must obtain the writ-
ten certification before it submits a 
claim for payment. 

(3) Exception. If the hospice cannot 
obtain the written certification within 
2 calendar days, after a period begins, 
it must obtain an oral certification 
within 2 calendar days and the written 
certification before it submits a claim 
for payment. 

(b) Content of certification. Certifi-
cation will be based on the physician’s 
or medical director’s clinical judgment 
regarding the normal course of the in-
dividual’s illness. The certification 
must conform to the following require-
ments: 

(1) The certification must specify 
that the individual’s prognosis is for a 
life expectancy of 6 months or less if 
the terminal illness runs its normal 
course. 

(2) Clinical information and other 
documentation that support the med-
ical prognosis must accompany the cer-

tification and must be filed in the med-
ical record with the written certifi-
cation as set forth in paragraph (d)(2) 
of this section. Initially, the clinical 
information may be provided verbally, 
and must be documented in the med-
ical record and included as part of the 
hospice’s eligibility assessment. 

(3) The physician must include a brief 
narrative explanation of the clinical 
findings that supports a life expectancy 
of 6 months or less as part of the cer-
tification and recertification forms, or 
as an addendum to the certification 
and recertification forms. 

(i) If the narrative is part of the cer-
tification or recertification form, then 
the narrative must be located imme-
diately prior to the physician’s signa-
ture. 

(ii) If the narrative exists as an ad-
dendum to the certification or recer-
tification form, in addition to the phy-
sician’s signature on the certification 
or recertification form, the physician 
must also sign immediately following 
the narrative in the addendum. 

(iii) The narrative shall include a 
statement under the physician signa-
ture attesting that by signing, the phy-
sician confirms that he/she composed 
the narrative based on his/her review of 
the patient’s medical record or, if ap-
plicable, his or her examination of the 
patient. 

(iv) The narrative must reflect the 
patient’s individual clinical cir-
cumstances and cannot contain check 
boxes or standard language used for all 
patients. 

(c) Sources of certification. (1) For the 
initial 90-day period, the hospice must 
obtain written certification statements 
(and oral certification statements if re-
quired under paragraph (a)(3) of this 
section) from— 

(i) The medical director of the hos-
pice or the physician member of the 
hospice interdisciplinary group; and 

(ii) The individual’s attending physi-
cian, if the individual has an attending 
physician. The attending physician 
must meet the definition of physician 
specified in § 410.20 of this subchapter. 

(2) For subsequent periods, the only 
requirement is certification by one of 
the physicians listed in paragraph 
(c)(1)(i) of this section. 
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(d) Maintenance of records. Hospice 
staff must— 

(1) Make an appropriate entry in the 
patient’s medical record as soon as 
they receive an oral certification; and 

(2) File written certifications in the 
medical record. 

[55 FR 50834, Dec. 11, 1990, as amended at 57 
FR 36017, Aug. 12, 1992; 70 FR 45144, Aug. 4, 
2005; 70 FR 70547, Nov. 22, 2005; 74 FR 39413, 
Aug. 6, 2009] 

§ 418.24 Election of hospice care. 
(a) Filing an election statement. An in-

dividual who meets the eligibility re-
quirement of § 418.20 may file an elec-
tion statement with a particular hos-
pice. If the individual is physically or 
mentally incapacitated, his or her rep-
resentative (as defined in § 418.3) may 
file the election statement. 

(b) Content of election statement. The 
election statement must include the 
following: 

(1) Identification of the particular 
hospice that will provide care to the in-
dividual. 

(2) The individual’s or representa-
tive’s acknowledgement that he or she 
has been given a full understanding of 
the palliative rather than curative na-
ture of hospice care, as it relates to the 
individual’s terminal illness. 

(3) Acknowledgement that certain 
Medicare services, as set forth in para-
graph (d) of this section, are waived by 
the election. 

(4) The effective date of the election, 
which may be the first day of hospice 
care or a later date, but may be no ear-
lier than the date of the election state-
ment. 

(5) The signature of the individual or 
representative. 

(c) Duration of election. An election to 
receive hospice care will be considered 
to continue through the initial election 
period and through the subsequent 
election periods without a break in 
care as long as the individual— 

(1) Remains in the care of a hospice; 
(2) Does not revoke the election; and 
(3) Is not discharged from the hospice 

under the provisions of § 418.26. 
(d) Waiver of other benefits. For the 

duration of an election of hospice care, 
an individual waives all rights to Medi-
care payments for the following serv-
ices: 

(1) Hospice care provided by a hospice 
other than the hospice designated by 
the individual (unless provided under 
arrangements made by the designated 
hospice). 

(2) Any Medicare services that are re-
lated to the treatment of the terminal 
condition for which hospice care was 
elected or a related condition or that 
are equivalent to hospice care except 
for services— 

(i) Provided by the designated hos-
pice: 

(ii) Provided by another hospice 
under arrangements made by the des-
ignated hospice; and 

(iii) Provided by the individual’s at-
tending physician if that physician is 
not an employee of the designated hos-
pice or receiving compensation from 
the hospice for those services. 

(e) Re-election of hospice benefits. If an 
election has been revoked in accord-
ance with § 418.28, the individual (or his 
or her representative if the individual 
is mentally or physically incapaci-
tated) may at any time file an election, 
in accordance with this section, for any 
other election period that is still avail-
able to the individual. 

[55 FR 50834, Dec. 11, 1990, as amended at 70 
FR 70547, Nov. 22, 2005] 

§ 418.25 Admission to hospice care. 
(a) The hospice admits a patient only 

on the recommendation of the medical 
director in consultation with, or with 
input from, the patient’s attending 
physician (if any). 

(b) In reaching a decision to certify 
that the patient is terminally ill, the 
hospice medical director must consider 
at least the following information: 

(1) Diagnosis of the terminal condi-
tion of the patient. 

(2) Other health conditions, whether 
related or unrelated to the terminal 
condition. 

(3) Current clinically relevant infor-
mation supporting all diagnoses. 

[70 FR 70547, Nov. 22, 2005] 

§ 418.26 Discharge from hospice care. 
(a) Reasons for discharge. A hospice 

may discharge a patient if— 
(1) The patient moves out of the hos-

pice’s service area or transfers to an-
other hospice; 
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