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§ 441.402 State plan requirements. 
If a State that is eligible to provide 

community supported living arrange-
ments services as an optional Medicaid 
service to developmentally disabled in-
dividuals provides such services, the 
State plan must specify that it com-
plies with the minimum protection re-
quirements in § 441.404. 

§ 441.404 Minimum protection require-
ments. 

To be eligible to provide community 
supported living arrangements services 
to developmentally disabled individ-
uals, a State must assure, through 
methods other than reliance on State 
licensure processes or the State quality 
assurance programs described under 
section 1930(d) of the Act, that: 

(a) Individuals receiving community 
supported living arrangements services 
are protected from neglect, physical 
and sexual abuse, and financial exploi-
tation; 

(b) Providers of community sup-
ported living arrangements services— 

(1) Do not use individuals who have 
been convicted of child or client abuse, 
neglect, or mistreatment, or of a felony 
involving physical harm to an indi-
vidual; and 

(2) Take all reasonable steps to deter-
mine whether applicants for employ-
ment by the provider have histories in-
dicating involvement in child or client 
abuse, neglect, or mistreatment, or a 
criminal record involving physical 
harm to an individual; 

(c) Providers of community sup-
ported living arrangements services 
are not unjustly enriched as a result of 
abusive financial arrangements (such 
as owner lease-backs) with develop-
mentally disabled clients; and 

(d) Providers of community sup-
ported living arrangements services, or 
the relatives of such providers, are not 
named beneficiaries of life insurance 
policies purchased by or on behalf of 
developmentally disabled clients. 

Subpart J—Optional Self-Directed 
Personal Assistance Services 
Program 

SOURCE: 73 FR 57881, Oct. 3, 2008, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 441.450 Basis, scope, and definitions. 
(a) Basis. This subpart implements 

section 1915(j) of the Act concerning 
the self-directed personal assistance 
services (PAS) option through a State 
Plan. 

(b) Scope. A self-directed PAS option 
is designed to allow individuals, or 
their representatives, if applicable, to 
exercise decision-making authority in 
identifying, accessing, managing and 
purchasing their PAS. This authority 
includes, at a minimum, all of the fol-
lowing: 

(1) The purchase of PAS and supports 
for PAS. 

(2) Recruiting workers. 
(3) Hiring and discharging workers. 
(4) Training workers and accessing 

training provided by or through the 
State if additional worker training is 
required or desired by the participant, 
or participant’s representative, if ap-
plicable. 

(5) Specifying worker qualifications. 
(6) Determining worker duties. 
(7) Scheduling workers. 
(8) Supervising workers. 
(9) Evaluating worker performance. 
(10) Determining the amount paid for 

a service, support or item. 
(11) Scheduling when services are 

provided. 
(12) Identifying service workers. 
(13) Reviewing and approving in-

voices. 
(c) Definitions. As used in this part— 
Assessment of need means an evalua-

tion of the needs, strengths, and pref-
erences of participants for services. 
This includes one or more processes to 
obtain information about an indi-
vidual, including health condition, per-
sonal goals and preferences, functional 
limitation, age, school, employment, 
household, and other factors that are 
relevant to the authorization and pro-
vision of services. Assessment informa-
tion supports the development of the 
service plan and the subsequent service 
budget. 

Individualized backup plan means a 
written plan that meets all of the fol-
lowing: 

(1) Is sufficiently individualized to 
address each participant’s critical con-
tingencies or incidents that would pose 
a risk of harm to the participant’s 
health or welfare; 
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(2) Must demonstrate an interface 
with the risk management provision at 
§ 441.476 which requires States to assess 
and identify the potential risks to the 
participant (such as any critical health 
needs), and ensure that the risks and 
how they will be managed are the re-
sult of discussion and negotiation 
among the persons involved in the 
service plan development; 

(3) Must not include the 911 emer-
gency system or other emergency sys-
tem as the sole backup feature of the 
plan; and 

(4) Must be incorporated into the par-
ticipant’s service plan. 

Legally liable relatives means persons 
who have a duty under the provisions 
of State law to care for another person. 
Legally liable relatives may include 
any of the following: 

(1) The parent (biological or adop-
tive) of a minor child or the guardian 
of a minor child who must provide care 
to the child. 

(2) Legally-assigned caretaker rel-
atives. 

(3) A spouse. 
Self-directed personal assistance serv-

ices (PAS) means personal care and re-
lated services, or home and commu-
nity-based services otherwise available 
under the State plan or a 1915(c) waiver 
program that are provided to an indi-
vidual who has been determined eligi-
ble for the PAS option. Self-directed 
PAS also includes, at the State’s op-
tion, items that increase the individ-
ual’s independence or substitutes (such 
as a microwave oven or an accessibility 
ramp) for human assistance, to the ex-
tent the expenditures would otherwise 
be made for the human assistance. 

Self-direction means the opportunity 
for participants or their representa-
tives to exercise choice and control 
over the budget, planning, and pur-
chase of self-directed PAS, including 
the amount, duration, scope, provider, 
and location of service provision. 

Service budget means an amount of 
funds that is under the control and di-
rection of a participant, or the partici-
pant’s representative, if any, when the 
State has selected the State plan op-
tion for provision of self-directed PAS. 
It is developed using a person-centered 
and directed process and is individually 
tailored in accordance with the partici-

pant’s needs and personal preferences 
as established in the service plan. 

Service plan means the written docu-
ment that specifies the services and 
supports (regardless of funding source) 
that are to be furnished to meet the 
needs of a participant in the self-di-
rected PAS option and to assist the 
participant to direct the PAS and to 
remain in the community. The service 
plan is developed based on the assess-
ment of need using a person-centered 
and directed process. The service plan 
builds upon the participant’s capacity 
to engage in activities that promote 
community life and respects the par-
ticipant’s preferences, choices, and 
abilities. The participant’s representa-
tive, if any, families, friends and pro-
fessionals, as desired or required by the 
participant, will be involved in the 
service-planning process. 

Support system means information, 
counseling, training, and assistance 
that support the participant (or the 
participant’s family or representative, 
as appropriate) in identifying, access-
ing, managing, and directing their PAS 
and supports and in purchasing their 
PAS identified in the service plan and 
budget. 

Supports broker or consultant means 
an individual who supports partici-
pants in directing their PAS and serv-
ice budgets. The supports broker or 
consultant is an agent of the partici-
pants and takes direction from the par-
ticipants, or their representatives, if 
applicable, about what information, 
counseling, training or assistance is 
needed or desired. The supports broker 
or consultant is primarily responsible 
for facilitating participants’ develop-
ment of a service budget and effective 
management of the participants’ PAS 
and budgets in a manner that comports 
with the participants’ preferences. 
States must develop a protocol to en-
sure that supports brokers or consult-
ants: are accessible to participants; 
have regularly scheduled phone and in- 
person contacts with participants; 
monitor whether participants’ health 
status has changed and whether ex-
penditure of funds are being made in 
accordance with service budgets. 
States must also develop the training 
requirements and qualifications for 
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supports brokers or consultants that 
include, at a minimum, the following: 

(1) An understanding of the philos-
ophy of self-direction and person-cen-
tered and directed planning; 

(2) The ability to facilitate partici-
pants’ independence and participants’ 
preferences in managing PAS and 
budgets, including any risks assumed 
by participants; 

(3) The ability to develop service 
budgets and ensure appropriate docu-
mentation; and 

(4) Knowledge of the PAS and re-
sources available in the participant’s 
community and how to access them. 

The availability of a supports broker 
or consultant to each participant is a 
requirement of the support system. 

§ 441.452 Self-direction: General. 
(a) States must have in place, before 

electing the self-directed PAS option, 
personal care services through the 
State plan, or home and community- 
based services under a section 1915(c) 
waiver. 

(b) The State must have both tradi-
tional service delivery and the self-di-
rected PAS service delivery option 
available in the event that an indi-
vidual voluntarily disenrolls or is in-
voluntarily disenrolled, from the self- 
directed PAS service delivery option. 

(c) The State’s assessment of an indi-
vidual’s needs must form the basis of 
the level of services for which the indi-
vidual is eligible. 

(d) Nothing in this subpart will be 
construed as affecting an individual’s 
Medicaid eligibility, including that of 
an individual whose Medicaid eligi-
bility is attained through receipt of 
section 1915(c) waiver services. 

§ 441.454 Use of cash. 
(a) States have the option of dis-

bursing cash prospectively to partici-
pants, or their representatives, as ap-
plicable, self-directing their PAS. 

(b) States that choose to offer the 
cash option must ensure compliance 
with all applicable requirements of the 
Internal Revenue Service, including, 
but not limited to, retaining required 
forms and payment of FICA, FUTA and 
State unemployment taxes. 

(c) States must permit participants, 
or their representatives, as applicable, 

using the cash option to choose to use 
the financial management entity for 
some or all of the functions described 
in § 441.484(c). 

(d) States must make available a fi-
nancial management entity to a partic-
ipant, or the participant’s representa-
tive, if applicable, who has dem-
onstrated, after additional counseling, 
information, training, or assistance, 
that the participant cannot effectively 
manage the cash option described in 
paragraph (a) of this section. 

§ 441.456 Voluntary disenrollment. 
(a) States must permit a participant 

to voluntarily disenroll from the self- 
directed PAS option at any time and 
return to a traditional service delivery 
system. 

(b) The State must specify in a sec-
tion 1915(j) State plan amendment the 
safeguards that are in place to ensure 
continuity of services during the tran-
sition from self-directed PAS. 

§ 441.458 Involuntary disenrollment. 
(a) States must specify the condi-

tions under which a participant may be 
involuntarily disenrolled from the self- 
directed PAS option. 

(b) CMS must approve the State’s 
conditions under which a participant 
may be involuntarily disenrolled. 

(c) The State must specify in the sec-
tion 1915(j) State plan amendment the 
safeguards that are in place to ensure 
continuity of services during the tran-
sition from self-directed PAS. 

§ 441.460 Participant living arrange-
ments. 

(a) Self-directed PAS are not avail-
able to an individual who resides in a 
home or property that is owned, oper-
ated, or controlled by a PAS provider 
who is not related to the individual by 
blood or marriage. 

(b) States may specify additional re-
strictions on a participant’s living ar-
rangements if they have been approved 
by CMS. 

§ 441.462 Statewideness, comparability 
and limitations on number served. 

A State may do the following: 
(a) Provide self-directed PAS without 

regard to the requirements of 
statewideness. 
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