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nominee unquestionably meets the 
standards established for the Distin-
guished Public Safety Service Award 
(see paragraph (a)(2) of this section), 
but also deserves greater public rec-
ognition because he/she has dem-
onstrated unique qualities of courage, 
imagination or ability, which have re-
sulted in outstanding contributions to 
the public safety. 

(2) Distinguished Public Safety Service 
Award. Nomination for this award shall 
clearly show that the public safety offi-
cer’s qualifying service or act is 
marked by courage, imagination or 
ability or has resulted in a significant 
contribution to the public safety ac-
complished through an originality of 
effort which far exceeds the expected 
quality of performance of the normal 
duties assigned to the nominee. 

(b) A nomination shall specify wheth-
er it is being submitted for the Presi-
dent’s Award or the Distinguished Pub-
lic Safety Award. 

[49 FR 39845, Oct. 11, 1984, as amended at 74 
FR 15344, Apr. 3,2009] 

§ 150.5 Joint Public Safety Awards 
Board. 

(a) A Joint Public Safety Awards 
Board (Joint Board) is hereby estab-
lished to fulfill the responsibilities of 
the Administrator of FEMA and the 
Attorney General by administering the 
process of nomination for the Presi-
dent’s Award and by participating in 
the selection process with the Execu-
tive Office of the President. The Joint 
Board shall consist of ten representa-
tives who are Federal employees and 
are of appropriate rank (at or equiva-
lent to grades GM–14 or above). Five 
persons shall be named by and rep-
resent the Administrator of FEMA, and 
five persons shall be named by and rep-
resent the Attorney General. The rep-
resentatives serving on the Joint Board 
shall select one of their number to act 
as the chairperson. 

(b) Representatives on the Joint 
Board shall serve in addition to their 
regular duties and without additional 
compensation. Consistent with the re-
quirements of this part, the members 
of the Joint Board shall establish the 
procedures by which the selections for 
the President’s Award shall be made to 

assure the timely presentation of these 
awards. 

(c) A National Emergency Training 
Center employee shall act as Executive 
Secretary of the Joint Board. The Ex-
ecutive Secretary shall perform such 
functions as are appropriate to the 
Board’s responsibilities, including the 
receipt of all nominations and the com-
munication of nomination information, 
for the purpose of receiving comments 
thereon, from members of the public 
safety community pursuant to 
§ 150.5(e). The Executive Secretary shall 
be appointed by the Associate Director, 
Training and Fire Programs of FEMA. 

(d) The Joint Board shall review the 
nominations for the President’s Award 
and shall recommend to the Adminis-
trator , FEMA, and the Attorney Gen-
eral by February 1 of each year, those 
nominees determined by it to merit 
consideration for the President’s 
Award together with reasons therefor. 
The Administrator and the Attorney 
General shall then recommend to the 
President those nominees determined 
by them to merit the President’s 
Award, together with the reasons 
therefor. Recommendations for 1983 
shall be submitted on or before March 
29, 1985. 

(e) The Joint Board may request that 
persons representing a cross-section of 
the national public safety community 
comment upon nominations made to 
the Board for the President’s Award. 
Both the request for comments and the 
comments themselves shall be made in 
writing. 

[49 FR 39845, Oct. 11, 1984, as amended at 50 
FR 3350, Jan. 24, 1985] 

§ 150.6 Design and procurement of 
awards. 

(a) The Joint Board shall consult 
with the Department of the Treasury 
and the Executive Office of the Presi-
dent in regard to the design and pro-
curement of the appropriate citations 
and medal for the President’s Award in 
accordance with applicable laws and 
regulations. 

(b) Insofar as practicable, the designs 
for Distinguised Public Safety Service 
Awards of FEMA and the Department 
of Justice shall be coordinate so as to 
avoid distinctly different recognition 
of the various public safety officers. 
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